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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . 7
Noes .. . .17

Majority against

Hon. J. II. Drew
Hon. E. Hi. Gray
Hon. W. R. Hall
HOn. E. Mi. Neenan

Hon. H. H. Angelo
Hon. C. F. Baxter
Bon. L. B3. Bolton
Hon. J. Cornell
Hon, L. Craip
Hola. J. A. DeusLtt
Hon. V. Hameraley
Hon,.J..J. Holmes
Beon. W. J. Mann

Ave.
Bon. 0. B3. Williams

Hon. W. H. Pi
IHan. T. Moor

Hon, G. Fran'

Noss.
Hon. 0. W. M'
Hon. J. Nichc
Hon. H. S. W8
Hon. H. Sedd
Hon. A.T 'Jbn
Ron. C. H.W
Han. 0. B.w
Hon. H. Tuck

PAIR. JNo.
Hon. 19. V. PJ

tegislative flenit,
Tuesday, 2.Wkt No cember, 1939.

Questions: Hlospital tratent adult children's re-
- Railways, "K " Class wagons sideboards

Lands, northern marginal areas. .....
Agicultural Bank, case of Charles JDenJ~an

ilgeoa Motion: State Forcs, to revoke dedication
e Bills: licensing Act Amendment, In., 2R.

erBills of' Sale Act A mendment, SR.. ....
(Teller.) Plant Diseases (Registration Fees) (No. ±u

report, etc..... .....
Road Clusure, 2Rs.... ........

ilea Traffic Act Amendment, returned
Olson State Government Insurance Office Act Amend-
. Parker R enet, returned .. . .. ..

oRnad Districts Act Amendment (No. 2), Is.
son Builders' Registration, Council's ainendments

'Ittenooni Iacome Tax (Rates for Deduction), Council's
ooaa ~ amendment

ey Fiearms and Guns Art Amendment, 2a. ..
Fri icr.) N urses Registration Act Amnendmnent, 2n., Corn.

report........ ..............
Rtesr (No. 3), 2R.. Corn, report
Police Benefit Fund Abolition, 2R., etc.
'Friendly Socletire Act Am~endnment, It

Jesse Anneal Esti1mates: Votes and Itemns discussed ..

Question thus negatived.

Bill defeated.

Ronse adjovrneei of 1.8 a.m. (Wedres-day).

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., assd read prayers.

QUESTION-HOSPITAL TREATMENrT-

Adult Ci dreies Responsibility for Parents.

Mr. MANN asked the MiniSter for Health:-
1, Under what section of the Hospitals Acts
of1 1930 and 2931 is the Health Department
empowered to take action against adult chil-
dren to compel them to pay hospital costs of
their parents? 2, Is the Health Department
compelling committees of country hospitals
to take that action? 3, Why should patients
in country hospitals who claim to come un-
der Section 11 of the Hospitals Act, 1930,
be treated differently from similar patients
treated in city or Government hospitals?
4, Does lie know of any other, law wheroby
adult children are responsible for the debts
of their parents? 5, Is he aware that the
Health Department informed the committee
of a country hospital that no one is entitled
to free hospital treatment!

The M1INISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, There is no Hfo'pital Apt, 130-11131, but
section 393, subsection 3 of the Hospitals Act,
1927, contains the power referred to. 2, No.
3, There is no differentiation whatever in the
administration of section 11 of the Hospital
Fund Act of 1930, as amended by section
.3 of 'No. 55 of 19,31. 4, Yes-the Lunacy
Act, 1920. 5, TUnder the legislation referred
to in No. 3 ab~ove no one can claim free
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treatment. In practice, old age and invalid
pensioners, sustenance workers and their
families and all pensioners who cannot be
-expected to pay anything, do receive free
treatment.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS.

"K" Class Wagons Sideboards.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What was the cost of fitting
sideboards to 20 "K"' class wagons used for
transporting lime and sand to the Wiluna
Gold Mines? 2, What proportion of the cost
was paid by the department, and what Pro-
portion did the company pay? 3, Did the
additions increase the carrying capacity of
the wagons or merely enable them to carry
loads to their full capacity? 4, If tfie for-
iner, what was the increase in the carrying
capacity? 5, What additional freight is
eharged to the mines through the increase in
the tare of the truck?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: .1, £276. 2, £156 and £120 respect-
ively. 3, It allowed of an increase in paying
load from 81, tons to 11%1/ tons. 4, Sev
answer to No. 3. 5, The freight on the addi-
tional tonnage carried in the truck.

QUESTION-LANDS.

Northern Marginal Areas.

Mr. PATRICK asked the Minister for
-Lands: Will lie make available the report
,of the commission on marginal lands in the
northern a _ricultilral areas before the ses-
sion closes?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
This is an ordinary matter of administra-
tion. Revaluations resulting frm. the recoin-
imendations of the Board will he made known
to the persons concerned at an early date.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL BANK.

Case of Charles Denhami.

Mr. HOLMAN (without notice) asked the
M'inister for Lands: Tn view of the motion
.carried hi- this House on the 15th December
1938, relative to papers dealing with Well-
ington location in the name of Charles
Denliar, will the Minister lay these papers
-on the Table without further notice?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied: 1
have no objection to the papers being tabled
and will table them tomorrow.

MOTION-STATE FORESTS-

To Rtevoke Dedicction.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
HL. Mlillington-Mt. Hawthorn) £4.36]: I
miove---

That the proposal for the partial revocation
of State Forests Nos. 4, 14, 22, 23, 24, 29, 37,
38 and 51, laid on the Table of the Legislative
Assembly by command of His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governior on the 23rd day of Nov-
ember, 1939, bie carried out.

The following are the particulars concerning
the individual areas. The ntunbers; quoted
refer to the arieas listed in the scledule to
the p~roposal. Numbered plaiis aire attached
to the proposal, Area No. 1 is two miles
east of Collie-Bun it consists of 150 acres,
of low wet land carrying very little timber
and is to be made naailable, subject to the
appruval of the Mines Department, to a
settler residing ini the l ocality. Area No. 2
is two, miles west of Coll ie-Cardiff ; it eon1-
tains about 110 acres of poor jarrah coun-
try and is of no value for reforestation PUT-
poses. It is to be made available, subject
to the approval of the Mhines Department,
to an adjoining landholder. Area No. 3 is
four miles south-east of North Dandalup.
It contains about ten acres of swamp land
and has been applied for by an adjoining
settler who requires the area for summer
pasture. Area No. 4 is two miles south of
Holyoake and contains about 15 acres of
land carrying very little timber. It is not
required for for-estry purp:oses and has been
applied for by an adjoining settler. Area
No. 5 is four miles south-east of Keysbrook
and contains about 15 acres of land carrying
very little timber. It is not required for
forestry purposes and has been applied for
by an adjoining settler. Area No. 6 is 31/
miles; north of Jarrabdale. It contains about
one acrec of land which is of no use for for-
Lstry purposes. It is required by the adjoin-
ing landholder. Area '.\o. 7 is two mile's
north-east of Jarrabdale and contains shout
one acre of ti-tree swamp. It is required by

an ajoining setItler- for the purpose of water
suply. Area No. 8 is two miles north-
east of .Tarrahdale and contains about seven
acres of semi-swamp country. It is required
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by the adjoining landholder for market
gardening purposes. Area No. 91 is 2'/4
miles southi-east of Jarrabdale. About
11/ acres of swampy land has been
ap)plied for Iby the adjoining land-
holder. Area No. 10 is two miles south-east
of Jarraltdale. About 20 acres of swampy
land has been applied for for market garden

purposes. Area No. 11 is two miles north
of Marrinup. Alboat 21/6 acres of high INUl
is involved carrying no timber, and it is re-
quired by the adjoining settler as a site for
his house and buildings. Area No. 12 is five
miles north of Mua. It consists of about

37 acres of OPen, fliat carrying very little
timber. This block has been applied for by
the adjoining land-holder. Area No. 13 is
one mile Wvest of Wilga. This consists of 420
acres of poor quality forest that has been
cut out and is no longer required for forest

p)urposes. Area No. 14 is seven miles north-
east of Hester. It consists of about 200

acres of land from which all marketable tim-
her lits lbeen removed. This block has been
applied tor by the son of an adjoining land-
holder. Area No. 15 is 18 miles cast Of Wil-
garup. ft contains 112 acres of poor jar-
rail country not required as State forest,
and has been a pplied for by. the applicnt
for anl adjoining- vacant location. Area -No.
16 is situated 18 miles east of Manjimup.
This consists of about 33 acres of low load-
.age forest country, which is required by the
adjoining settler to strengthen his holding
and enable him lo improve his water supply.
Area No. 17 is eight miles east of Manj .i-
niup. The area contains about 40 acres,
minly' blackboy flat, which is required by
an adjoining settler to link two holdings that
he now has under pasture. Area No. 18 is
four miles east of M.anjimup. It consists of
about 23 acres of steep country of no value
for forestry purposes, and is carrying only
an odd jarrab tree scattered amongst poor
fire-damaged blackbult. This block has been
applied for by an adjoining settler. Area
No. 19 is south-east of Congelin, and con-
sists of about 140 acres to be made avail-
able to an adjoining land-holder in ex-
change for mallet country to be included in
State forest. I move-

That the Bill1 be now read a second time.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [4.44]: 1
have no Objection to the excision of these
areas from our forests. Similar proposals
are made every year because, under the

Act, the Minister has; to secure the approval
of Parliamecnt before excisions of the kindl
canl be made. My only regret is that a
larger niumber of areas are not excised. In
my opinion the Forests Department is too
conservative in regard to these areas. There,
is such a thing as the Conservator's being
too stringent in exercising the powers con-
ferred upon him. To get forest areas from
him is almost as difficult as getting a tooth
drawn by a dentist. All sorts of inspections.
have to be made before he will agree to
make even a small excision. However, I am
pleased to find that he is agreeable to these
areas being released. I represent an area
where the land is held hard and fast by the
Forests Department, and I welcome such ex-
clsiolIs as those proposed because I know
they will be in the interests of forestry and
wvill enable adjoining settlers to link up their
blocks, obtain access to water or otherwise
improve their holdings. So far as I am
aware, no exception can be taken to the
motion, because the Conservator has made
a careful examination of the areas in ques-
tion.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.40]:
The only objection T have is in respect to
certain lands; proposed to be thrown open
at Collie with a provision that their selec-
tion shall meet with the approval of the
Mines DJepartment. Before those areas are
included, we should have some knowledge
of what objection is likely to be raised by
the Mlines Department. It would he useless
for a man to select the land and then find.
that the M.,ines Department raised objection
to his utilising it. No doubt the idea i~s
to preserve any coal onl that land. Under
the existing lawv, when a manl acquires land,
hie is entitled to only 200 ft. from the sur-
face. Anything belowv that belongs to the
Crown. in a Collie area lhe might have to
go to a depth of only 30 ft. or 40 'ft;
to find valuable coal. W~hether the
object is to protect the Crown, I do not
know. The Minister should advise the
House, or the debate should be adjourned
to enable a statement to be obtained from
the Mines Department as to ally possible
objection. If a knowvn coal seam passe.
through the property, the area should be
reserved to the Crown. I am not aware
of our having leased ally' land in which
there are known coal deposits, except in the
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North, but Collie has the only coalfield that
is being worked. Perhaps any coal would
be at greater depth than that to which a
person receiving a Crown grant would he
entitledl. The Minister for Works mighit be at
a disadvantage in moving this motion Onl
behalf of the Prom ier, hut I hope that be-
-fore it is pafssedl, Ave shall be given more in-
forinatioi, oi, this point.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Honl.
H. Millington-Mft. Hawthorn-in reply)
[4.48]; 1 think thle position is quite clear.
First of all, the land is useless for forestry
purposes. and therefore it can he excisedi.
The land has been a pplied for by a settler
in the locality, and ire propose that it he
made available to him subject to the ap-
proval of the Mines Department.

Tloni. C. G. Latham: The Mines Depart-
ment should be asked to approve before the
proposal is made here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. the
M~ines Department wvould not be interested
uintiI the area has been excised. The point
would then arise whether the land should
bie g-ranted to the alpplicant. Before it
1s 'pattd to the ap~pliecant, the alpproval
of the Mines Department must be obtained.
That is the safeguard. All we do here is
to excise. We (10 not agree that any ap-
plicant shall receive anythin g that is ex cised.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But to pass the
motion is tantamount to doing that.

The MTNISTER FOR WORKS: No. Ani
area applied for by a settler in the locality
will be made available to him only subject
to the approval of the Mines Department.
If the Mines Department does not approve,
saying that the area should be reserved for
mining purposes, it will not be made avail-
able to any applicant. That holds in re-
spect of th 110 acres situated two miles
West of Collie-Cardiff.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: And the other ex-
cision is at Collie-Burn.

The MINISTER F0OR WORKS: I do
not think there is the slightest doubt as to
the procedure. 'When it comes to granting
these areas, the Lands Department will deal
with the matter. However, before the Lands
Department will make any area available
to anybod 'y. the Mines Department must say'
that it has no objection. I see no com-
plication wvhatever about the matter. It is
not as if the whole transaction was com-
pleted by the passing of the motion. The

motion merely gives the House the informa-
tion that these areas have been applied for
by certain persons for certain purposes.

Question put and passed.
Onl motion byv the Minister for \Vori-k

i-so! ut ionl Ir-a sin itted to the Con neil and
its concueinelT (desired therein.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Firstd Reodilty.

intiroduced liv the 'Minister for .Justice and
rea-d a first time.

Second Rteading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Ka now~nn) [4.55] in moving the
second reading said: This is but a very small
Bill, although possibly it mar prove import-
ant. Just now it is not highlly imporlant.
The Licensing- Act of 1903 provided for the
taking of a local option poll in 1925 and
in evry fifth Year thereafter. It will be
seenl that there has been noe alteration of
the law since thle taking of the first refer-
enduin, in 1925. In view- of the psychology
now predoiniating, however, it seems% to me
that the taking of a referendum at the pre-
sent time wouild lie unwise. Therefore the
Bill proposes% to postpoe the taking or the
next referendum from 1940 to 1945. The
cost involved in thle taking of a referendum
ix. betweeni £7,000 and £8,000, a great deal
of iaione 'y to pat- for something that we
know coul(] not priove successful at this
junctuire. A three-fifths majority is needed
or thle votes reuired before a referendum
will be effective; mioreover, it is necessary
that, 30 per cent, of the persons whose
namnes appear onl the electoral roll shall vote
.at the referendum. Furthermore, not only
would the referendum be costl 'y to the State,
bilt it wvould also prove expensive to various
Ortnm isatioii that have a perfect right to
put forward their views on the subject; for
instance. thle temperance and other bodies.
Seeintr. that there is 11o dem11ad fota refer-
enduai. I do not consider it reasonable to
spend] so much money on thle taking of one
at piesent. The Licensing Bench has dlone
anl excellent job. I have observed it5 work
all over the State, and I dare- saly many lion.
miembers have done likewise. The liquor
trade of Western Australia c-ompaires faqv-
ourably' with that of any other State in Auas-
tralia, or for that matter in any port of the
world. having regard to the smallness of
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Western Australia's population. I have
been inclined to think that the Licensing
Court is sometimes too strict in the condi-
tions; it impjoses. However, that is conducive
to the trade.

Mr. Doney: What does that sentence
meanI

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
the accommodation provided throughout the
State must be taken into consideration. A
satisfied public is always helpful to any
trade, though the expense of maintaining
the standard required by the Licensing
Board may be distasteful to people who arc
called upon to bear it. There has been no
demand whatever for a referendum, and so
why should the State be put,' to a consider-
able expense that is unwarranted at this
juncture? If for one moment I thought that
any, section of our people was being denied
its rights, I would say, "Let us take the
referendum." If I thought there was any
p)ossibility of prohibition being curried, I
would say that it was only reasonable nod
fair to give the people anl opportunity to
vote. Victoria took a referendum in 1930,
with the result that 652,389 votes wvere east
in favour of licenses and 418,902 against
licenses, a majority of 133,437 in favour of
licenses and against prohibition. In 1938
Victoria held another referendum, 721,704
votes being east in favour of licenses and
368,676 against, the majority against prohi-
bition therefore beiiig 3,53,028. This major-
ity represents a gain of 219,591 for licenses
in the eight years. In view of the result in
Victoria, a much smaller State in area than
Western Australia, it is plain that a referen-
dum here would be purposeless at present.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second tiie.

On motion by Mr. Watts. debate ad-
10 urn ed.

HILL-BILLS OF SALE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL-PLANT DISEASES (REGISTRA-
TION FEES) (No. 2).

Report, etc.

Report of Committee adopted.
Bill read a third time, and trnasillted to

the Council.

BILL-ROAD CLOSURE.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon-
F. J. S. Wise-Gaseoyue) (5.2] in moving
the second reading said: This is the usual
Bill that is introduced towards the end of
each session to deal with the closing of roads
in different parts of the State. I have plans
dealing with the various proposals, which I
shall place upon the Table of the House.
Clause 2 deals with the closure of pat
of Unicorn-street in the town of Wagin. The
portion of the street affected has not been in
use for many years, and the desire is to add
it to the adjoining reserve and to continue
Thornton-street, as indicated on the litho-
The proposal is that the northern part to be
closed shall be used for tennis courts, while
the southern p)ortionl is to be added to an
ornamental park already planted with trees.
The owners of the land abutting on the por-
tion of the road to be closed have agreed to
the proposal, and no departmental objection
is takens to the alteration. The next closure
applies to an unnamed street off the Boule-
yard in the Mt. Hawthorn district of the City
of Perth. The street serves no useful pur-
po.,e, and it is proposed to close the road
and sell the area.

In York there is a road Known as Howick-
street, and the local municipal authorities
desire to close portion of it that wvill he use-
less when a railway crossing there is dis-
pensed with. The land to the eastern side
belongs to the Crown, and is used as a school
site, while the land onl the western side-
belongs to the Methodist Church, which
organisation has no objection to the closing
of the road. .As the department is not
opposed to the proposal, that closure has
,also been included in the'Bill. At Geraldton,
the local municipal authorities desire to close
part of Evans-street, wvhich abuts on an area
used as a recreation ground that is vested
in the council. The land on the western side
is vested in the Workers' Homes Board. The
other owners of land abutting on the
thorough fare have no objection to the pro-
posal, which has been recommended by the
Town Planning Board. The intention is to
add the area to the recreation reserve.

The Kalgoorlie Municipal Council has re-
quested that portion of Woodnman-street be
closed. The part affected is two chains in
width, and the desire is to close part of the
street so as to make the width uniform
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throug-hout at oire chain. No departmental
objection is taken to the proposal, which will
rectify an anomialous position, and will make
two additional building blocks available.
Clause 7 deals with the extension of thej
aviation landing-ground at Wagin. The pro-
posal which has been supported by the Direc-
tor General of Civil Aviation, is to add the
portion of the road mentioned to the landing-
ground to make available a longer runway.
That improvement has been reported upon
and is considered essential by the aviation
authorities. The next proposal deals with the
closure of Pembroke-street, which has been
requested by the Perth City Council. The
object is to re-subdivide the land i order to
iniprove the lay-out of the area. The street
adjoins blocks that fire to be used for
workers' homes, and the Bill lprovides that
the land shall be vested in the Perth City
Council to facilitate the carrying out of thel
re-subdivision, and for providing necessary
rights-of-way and extensions of two other
streets. All the proposals are straightfor-
ward, and have been recommended or ap-
plied for during the course of the year. I
MOVE-

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Thorn, debate ad-

journed.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.

I., Traffic Act Amendimcnt (No. 1).
With amendments.

2, State Government insurance Office Act
Amendment.

With an amendment.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

Received from the Couned and, on motion
by -Mr. McDonald, read a first time.

BILL-BUILDERS' REGISTRATION.

Council's Amnendnments.

Schedule of four amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. 'Marshall in the Chair; 'Mr. Needham
in charge of the Bill.

-No. 1, Clause 3:-Delete the words "and
the areas comprised in the Schedule to this
Act" in lineCs 19 and 20.

No. 2. Clause 4, suhelause (2) :-Insert
a new paragraph to stand as paragraph (iv),
as follows:-"(iv) any person registered
Lander the Architects Act, 1921."1

No. 3. Clauise 6, subelause (3) -.-Delete
the word "two" in line 30, and substitute
the word "three."

No. 4. Schedule:-Consequentially upon
amendment No. 1, the Schedule is deleted.

On motions by ?Nr. Needham, the fore-
going aiendmentsi were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
arid A, messagec accordingly returned to the
Concil.

BILL-INCOME TAX (RATES FOR
DEDUCTION).

Council/s Amndment.
Amendment made by the Couil36 now con-

sid ered.
it Committee.

Mr. 'Marshall in the Chair; tho M1inister
for Works (for the Premicr) in char-re
of the Bill,

*Clause 1.-Add at the cerl of subelause
(1) the words :---"bhut suchr Proclamation
shall not fix a day previous to the first day
of July, one thousand nine hundred and
forty."

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Comncil's amendment simply means that the
Act shall not come into operation before the
1st Jul y next. That was the intention.
'[here would be no prospect of proclaiming
the Act at an earlier date, and therefore
the amendment is acceptable. I move--

That tine amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Coutncil'.r
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-FIREARMS AND GUNS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR NORTH-WEST
(Hon. A. A. 3f. Coverley-Kimberley)
[5.15] in moving the second reading said:
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Thle Bill' has been introduced at the request
of the Commissioner of Police, who ad-
ministers the Firearms and Guns Act. Most
hon, members will be aware that the Act
hias, been ini operation for the last eight
years and slight alterations are now found
to be necessary. The 1311] contains only a
few short amendments to thre original Act.
In the first place, it is proposed to delete
Suction 3 of the principal Act for the pur-
pose of amending the definition of an air
gun and of a pistol. That is the principal
amendment lproPosed.- When the orig-inal
mneasitre was passed by this IHonse an air
gun was nierelv~ a toyv used( by children.
With the progress of time, however, air.
guns have been improved to suchb an extent
that they are nlow looked upon as being
dangerous and for that reason it is intended
to declare them grins unuder the Firearms
and Grins Act. If hon. members will con-
sult the annual report of the Commissioner
of Police they will find in it a reference
to this matter. On page 7 or the report
the Commissioner states-

The total number of licenses issued during
the 12 months was 3.5,084. In addition, 2,614
applieations to include weapons Oil existing
licenses were dealt with. One hundred and
eightean applications for licenses were refused.
This numnber includes 25 applicants whrlo held
licenses but were refused with respect to pis-
tols, and 18 who were refused with regard to
.303 rifles. Ten licenses were revoked and 27
firearms. (including four air guns) were cot'-
fiscatari, whilst 100 prosecutions and( convic-
tions under the Act were recorded at this office,
the fines iflflicted aniornting to £E278. Deaths
caused by firearms totailled 17, of which num-
ber four were caused b-y unlawfully killing, 14
were the result of suicide, and two accidental.
There were 15 cases of injury, consisting of
one of attempted suicide and 14 accidental,
also one of murder. One appeal was made
against refuisal to issue a license, and this was
dismissed.

I comne now to the particular portion of tle
report of which I wish memibers to take
notice. it is as follows-

A variety of air rifle of a much superior
quality and greater power than formerly, has
come on the markret. These weapons fire a slug,
rind some of them are alleged to be capable of
killing such animals as rabbits, etc., ait a dis-
tance of 50 yards. They also fire very accur-
ately. Although it has been held that it is
not necessary to license an air gun or air-rifie,
it is coniceivalble that Lte we-apons referred to
were not contemplated when the legislation wats
enacted, otherwise possibly some provision
would have been made. The position now Is
that such weapons may be purchased, carried
and used by anyone-children iincluded-with-

out hindrance or conrrol. ft is trusted that
amending legislation to deal with this niatter
will be introduced, and also that of aboriginal
natives, particularly, those in thme Nortb*
Western portion of the State.

The required legislation bus been introduced
in another place, bans rim the gauntlet there
and( is now before mnembers of tis Chamiber
for conlsidera tion. Particulaur reference is
made in the Bill to pistols. It is proposed
to include toy pistols in the Act. The inl-
formation supplied by the Commissioner of
Police indicates that such pistols, which are
p:rohibited by Coinmnonlweal th legislation,
somehow drift into Australia. Thle pistol
to which I refer is of the pocket variety.
It is capable of being re-bored and re-fitted
to such an extent as to convert it into a
daingerous wveapon.

By meanis of another amendment it is
proposed to give thie justice of the -peace or
resident magistrate who tries a case the
righlt to inflict whatever penalty hie thinks,
fit. At piresent it is provided that for certain
offenees a penalty of miot less than £10 anii
not more than £100 many be imposed. The
amendment is to strike out the words "not
less than £10." Consequ~ently if a magistrate
upon hearing the facts of a ease, considers
that an offence was committed more in
itgnorance than by intent, lie may impose a
penalty of £C1 or 10s. or 5s. or whatever
he thinks fir. if I am able to supply mem-
b~ers with any further information when the
Bill is in Committee, I shall be only too
pleased to do so- I mnore-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Warner, debate ad-
journed.

BILLt-NURSES REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 23rd November.

MRS. OARDETJL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[5.23]: I have no desire to oppose the Bill
which I consider to be necessary. The great
shortage of nurses has been -responsible for
the amendment proposed by the Minister.
Some nurses do not get through their course
in the three years and although the Minister
did niot make the fact quite clear, I gather
that the amfendment is designed to make it
possible for the services of tllose nurses to
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be retained. Some girls find it more difficult.
than do others to qualify in three years, and
although the Bill does not clearly establish
whether the term is to be shortened or
lengthened, I believe the Minister proposes
to alter it With a view to removing any
doubt.

The M1inister for health: You are -zomug
to alter it.

'Mrs. CARDEL-OLIVER : If the M'-nis-
ter wvill allow me to do so, I have been in
touch with most of the leading nurses of
Perth andI they' are quite in agreement With
the proposed amendment, provided that a
few words are added at the Committee stage.

Mfember: What about fihe standard?
Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVEjR: The standard

will 1e quaite all right. If the standard were
lowered there would be no reciprocity with
thle other States. Already the hours have
been reduceed by 19V% during the term of
three years and would be further reduced if
the nurses were given an extra fortnight's
holiday per year. I wrould like to see them
have all necessary holidayvs; but that is by
the way. Whatever concessions nurses re-
cive are not too great because theirs is a
h ard and( strenuous profession. I do not
wa nt to see our standard lessened in any,
Way;V neither din any of the nurses. There-
fore we must have a three years' course and
not one of a lesser period. I believe thle
Minister also desires, in some cases, to in-
crease the period, bunt het did not make that
quite clear. I support the seond reading.

MRA. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.25] :T
appreciate the action of the Minister in
introducing the measure. There is a o-reat
need for more nurses and consequently for
the provision of opportunities for the train-
ing- of additional nurses. I. believe a short-
age exists not only here but also in other
parts. of thle Commonwealth. Some time ago
provision was made in Queensland for the
training period to he four years in thle larger
c2ountry hospitals and five years in thle
smlaller institutionis. In many- eountry towns
in the Eastern States training schools exist
at the hospitals and have proved most help-
fill. In common with every other hion. mnem-
ber T have aI great admiration for those who
engage in nursing in our hospitals, When,

soeyears ago, I journeyed through Cen-
tral Australia, I bad an opportunity to meet
some of thle nurses of the Australian Inland
Mlission. The Department has to face great

(ilifhulties in respect to the retention of the
services of such nurses who, being extremely
.attractive, are naturally in particular de-
mnand in those districts. Consequently the
Public Health Department is continually
Iosiflg them. They are not, however, lost
to the State because, in the great majority
of instances, they marry and settle down in
those districts. I am glad the Bill has beanr
introduced because it will prove of great
help to the Minister's department, and that.
means the State generally.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [5.27]: 1
want to he satisfied that the Bill will not
interfere with the qualifications of nurses.
We depend a great deal on the doctors, of
this State hut a great deal More on the
nurses. If girls without the necessary quali-
fications undertake nur-sing there will be anr
increase in the death-rate,

The Minister for Health: We shall give
them another year's training and so increase
their qualifications.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Bill does not
Fay vSo.

The Minister for Health: It will.
H-on, C. G. LATHAM: When T was Min-

ister for 1-enith anl approach was made to.
inc to extend the period of training from
three to four years because there was a sur-
plus of nurses. It was considered that if
the training period were extended there
wvoiul soon be fewer girls on the market.
A little while later wve find there is a short-
age of nuriises. I have no objection to the
Bill hut T want to make sure that our
nurses or Mhe future will be as highly quali-
fied as those we have at present.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon,
A. II'. Pantou-LeedeovilLe--ia. $eply>
[5.30] : I assure the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that there will be no lessening in the
qlualifleations of nurses. We must wiake pro-
visioni for the( training of more nurses, of
which there is a shortage both in Australia
and New Zealand. In the endeavour te over-
come that situation, we propose to extend
our- training services by utilising some of
flue larger hospitals in the country. That
training will not be as intensive as it is
at the Perth and Fremantle Hospitals-
and at the Children's Hospital, where the
niurse,~ are on duty eight hours a day and
attend lectures in the evening. Such nurses,,
uindergoing suchi intensive training, can oh-
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lain the necessary qualifications in three
years. In thle smaller hospitals they have
not thle sanme opportunity of intensive study,
and at the end of three years their examin-
ations have p)roved that the nurses are not
as highly qualified as we would like them
to he. As I have said, it is lproposed to ex-
tend thle opportunities given to some of the
larger hospitals in the country. The exam-
inations are set by the Australian Trained
Nurses Association, and the Nurses' Regis-
tration Board, which wvorks under the Act
we are now amending, prescribes the length
-of time that nurses have to serve, and so
forth. The Act prescribes a service of not
mnore than three years, and the board is in
the unhappy position of not being able to
agree to an extension. Because of the lack
of intensive training, nurses trained in other
hospitals are not as fully qualified at the
,end of three years as when they have been
trained at tile Perth Hospital, for in-
stance. The board wvants discretionary
power to extend the period of training to
four Years under the country hospitals
scheme, if such extension 1)e necessary.

Question put and passed.
Hill read a second time.

In Committee.
Air. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister

for Health in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 5 of the

principal Act:
Mrs. CABDELL-OLIVER: I move an

nmellsdmenut-
That the following words be added:-''And

by' inserting after the word 'training' in line
.3 of Subsection (2) of Section 5 of the prin-
tipal Alt the words 'as prescribed by the
ban i d ' ' I he inserted.
If this amendment is agreed to the board
wvill be able to deal satisfactorily with any
-sitnation that may arise with regard to the
training of nurses.

The MckTNTSTER FOR HEALTH: I have
nro objection to the amendment. Subject to
the will of the Governior-in-Council the board
is the only tribunal able to prescribe these
things.

Annndnit put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Title--agreed to.
Bill reported with ani amendment, and the

report adopted.

BILL-RESERVES (No. 3).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed front the 23rd November.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [5.35]: This is
the usual Bill that comes down every session
to deal with requests made by the Lands
Department, local authorities and other
bodies. I have nothing to say about it.
Several districts arc referred to, and if any
member representing a particular electorate
has any objection to offer, lie will no doubt
give voice to it. I support the second read-
ing.

Question p)ut and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commnittee.
Air. 3. arshiall in the Chair; the Mlinister

for LolndM in charge of the Bill.
Clauses I to .12, First, Second and Third

Schedules-agreed to.

New clse:
Thie M1INISTER1 FOf? LAN'DS: I move-
That the following be iserted to stand as

Clause 18:-
Cockburn Sound Loc:ation: (1) All that per-

tion of Cockburn Sound Location 880 hield by
the Frenmantle city council as part of the Fre-
mantle endowment lands, and more partieu-
lanrly described in the Fourth Schedule to this
Act, and all the estate and interest of the said
Fremiantle city council tlherein )nay) be surren-
deled by the Fremnsatle city council to His
Maijesty thle Hing. (2) The said land, when

so surrendered, slball vest in His Majesty as of
his former estate, and shall be disposed of as
follows,' that is to say :-(al) A portion there-
of, one chain ila width, shanll he dedicated a
pulblic road under the provisions of the Atari-
tipal Corporations Act, 1906-1938, as an ex-
tension southward of Paget street in the city
of Fremnantle; and (b) the remainder thereof
shall be dedicated by the Covcr,,or to the pur-
poses of tile W~orkers' lHosues Act, I 9i1.''

This new clause refers to endowment land
at Fremantle. It is desired to excise portion
of the municipal endowment area, and to
construct workers' homes upon it. The Fre-
mantle City Council, after consulting the
Town Planning Board, wishes to surrender
the area, together with a strip of land a
chain in width so that a road may be con-
structed giving access to the land. The
Workers' Homes Board and the Town Plan-
fling Hoard have both agreed to the pro-
posal, but legislative authority is necessary
to ratify the action taken.

New clause put and passed.
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New Schedule:
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move-
That the following be inserted to stand as

the Fourth Sehedule:-''AII that portion of
land bounded by lines starting from a point
on, the southern side of Lefroy road situate in
the prolongation southerly of the eastern side
of Carrington street anl] extending 89 degrees
16 mninutes 7 chains 1. 6/10th links along the
said southern side of Lefroy road; thence 179
degrees 10 minutes 10 chains; thence 269 de-
grees 16 minutes about 7 chains 1 6/10th links
to a point in prolongation southerly of the
eastern side of Carrington street aforesaid and
thence 359 degrees 10 mninutes 10 chains to
the starting jpoint. Subject to survey.''

New Schedule put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and the

report adopted.

BILL-POLICE BENEFIT FUND
ABOLITION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed fromt the 23rd November.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York 1[5.43]: I
do not propose to offer any objection to the
Bill, which will clear up a mess that has been
in the hands of Governments for many years.
The statute is an old one, and provided that
certain moneys should be set aside for the
benefit of the police. In the old days a ce-
taini prop ortion of fines aliso wvent i nto the
fund. Subsequently, when Treasurers be-
came hard up, they omitted that provision
from the Act, and it was agueed that the
fund should be established on a certain basis.
Evidently the matter was never referred to
an actuary, or any person who knew a great
deal about figures, who could say what the
commitments of the Government or the
police were likely to be. Up to the present
all meiuibers of thle police force who have re-
tired have received the full benefit to which
they were entitled under the arrangement
between the police and the Government.
That could not have continued much longer
because the fund would soon have become
defunct, as there was insufficient money in
it with which to corrn'y it on for any extended
period. I presume the Treasurer has had
the use of this money. The Bill repeals the
Police Benefit Act, and passes over the con-
trol of the fund to the Superannuation and
Family Benefits Board, and it is proposed to
leave this sumn of money with the Treasurer,

who has agreed to pay 4 per cent, interest.
upon it. There will be a nice little arrange-
mient between the Treasurer and the board in
question. The money has to be left there at
the will of the Treasurer. I do not supposer
there is very much wrong with that. In the-
days gone by the Treasurer probably had
the use of the money as well as the accumu-
lated interest. I am not sure of the rate it
is proposed to charge the Workers' Homes
Board for the use of this money. I under-
stand that the money necessary for increas-
ing the activities of the board will come
from superannuation funds. If the interest
to be paid by the board is to be in excess
of 4 per cent., the Treasurer should pay I~
peI. cent. I desire to know what interest will
be paid by the board for the money it will
have placed at its disposal from the fund,
and I also wvish to know whether the Treats-
urer will get any benefit by being able to,
obtain this money at a lower rate of interest
than the Workers' Homes Board will pay.
Have satisfactory arrangements been made-
between the police and the Government in,
this matter? We know that there has been,
differential treatment in respect of those
who paid more into the fund than those who,
joined the fund in later years. Those who.
contributed more will receive more. That
will be a satisfactory arrangement. It cer-
tainly will provide for the members of the-
police force in the future. If the Act had
been allowed to continue, there would un-
doubtedly have come a time when the Gov-
ernment would have had to find all the-
money. I support the second reading.

MR. McDONALD (West Pecrth) [5.47]:-
I ani glad the Bill has been brought down-
It represents the clearing up of an unsatis-
factory' position which has existed for some
tine. The fund arnounts to a contract be-
l1veen the peoIple of the State and the mem-
bers of the police force, to afford the latter
some security on their retirement, and it is.
only% proper that we should take this op-
portunity of putting the fund in order so
that wve may earrY out the undertaking upon-
wvhich the men entered the service. I support.
the second reading.

7n Commnittee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without:

debate, reported without amendment andI
tho report adopted.
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[lead a third tilne and transmitted to
the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1939-1940.

1I, Commnittee of supply.
Resumed] fioll thle 16th November; Mr.

J. Hegney in tile Chair.

Vote-Labour, £1.,110:

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) 5.]:The
speech of thle Minister iii introducing the
Estimates was of a heartening character. It
had a healthy tone and indicated that the
department had passed the Cinderella stage
and was now considered to he of great im-
portance. There is every indication that
instead of spasmiodic attempts to establish
secondary industries in our midst, there wvill
be considerable activity and continuity. The
Principal feature of the speech was the fact
thA the expert adviser to the department is
a mnan who llis been engaged in the Public
Service of Western Australia, and it is en-
coulaging to know that there are officers in
our Government departments who are given
tile oppor-lnitv, to prove their cnpacity.
Ofttimes men have been brought to this
State from other parts of the world and the
Eastern States of Australia when, indeed,
we. had officers amlongst us equally capable
of undertaking thle work, to carry out which
men from outside were chosen. Therefore
the Government is to be congratulated on
the choice of Mr. Ferrie, who is a very cap-
able officer. The establishment of local in-
dustries is vital to the State and one in
particular may develop by reason of exist-
ing w-ar conditions. I refer to producer gas.
There is every likelihood that this industry
will grow into big dimensions by reason
of the possible rationing of petrol.
If that comes about, we shall have that local
fuel to fall back upon. T venture to say
that if that industry gets a footing in these
tines, there is every chance that it will revo-
lulionise industry throughout the State.

As members know, a campaign in favour
of the consumption of local products has
been carried on for the past six years, but I
regret we have not made very much progress
in the matter of creating a local-product
mind. The money sent from Western Aus-
tralia to the Eastern States for products
that can be turned out here is greater today
than it was six years ago. I admit that

the quantity of articles imported from the
Eastern States is not as great as it was when
the campaign was started, but wve must re-
memnber that there is a considerable differ-
ence in the p~rice of all products today com-
pared with the prices in 1933. The in-
creased prices, in fact, obtain throughout
Australia and this accounts for the differ-
ence in the fig-ures. I consider that the
department, with regard to local industries,
might do a little more by way of advertis-
ing. I do not think thle depaurtment has
spent a great deal of money in that direction
ad I suggest that the Minister should do a
littli, more. For instance, we could advertise
our local products on the envelopes contain-
ing the cheques in payment of the salaries
of our civil servants.

Mr. Seward: Such as, ''Grow More
Wheat''!

Mr. NEFEDHM[l: That was done. The
advertisement should be directed to a
greater consumption of our local products.
Ani advertisement slip could also be
inserted in the envelope. f commend the
suggestion to the Alinister. Our local pro-
ducts could also be advertised onl the back
of lottery tickets. Another mediumn of
adviertisement could be the State Hotels;
they could bring unader the notice of the
public the necessity for encouraging the
ise of local products. Tradespeople could
be asked to push the sale of locnl products
in their shops. As a rule, that is not done.
Shopkeepers should instruct their em-
ployees to put forwvard local products
and thus entourage their sale.

As regards the Chiid Welfare Depart-
ment. the magistrate of the Children's
Court is still doing excellent work. His ap-
pointuient, in my opinion, was a good one.
Ho is not only fully competent to preside
over~ the Children's Court and to adjudi-
cate onl the evidence given before him; but
he goes to much trouble in advising both
parents and children. He is handicapped
in that hie has not control of the probation
officers. Were such control vested in him,
he could do still hotter work than he has
done during the past few years. Another
matter wvorthy of attention is the provision
of a farm colony, or some institution, where
youthful delinquents could be placed. I
believe the Government is favourably in-
clined towards the establishment of a farm
colony to which such delinquents could be
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Seat, thus avoid itt5 prison taint. Sonic
little time ago five boys-the eldest of
xviion w'as 17 yeats-were brought up on a
Serious charge and sentrunced to six months
I uirisonint. 'ile charges were goso r
otis that thle magistrate was in a difficulty.
lie could not senid the boys to any place
other than the Frenmantle gaol. Eventually
somec arrangement wvas made by which the
boy: s were segregated fromi the other
prisoners. I understand the magistrate
cannot send such delinquents to an institu-
tion like thle Seaforth Home, from which
boys frequently escape. Some effort should
be made to provide a place where boys of
this type could be sent and encouraged to
lead a new life. Certainly, it is inadvisable
to send them to Frenmantle gal, even, if
they are segregated from the other pris-
oners, because the prison taint will remain
with, them and may affect their characters
in future years. I hope thle Government
will give attention to this Matter. The
only other matter to which I desire to draw
thle 'Minister's attention is the grant made
to religious institutions for the mainten-
ance of State wards arid other children.
Early this year representatives Of Various

rf-osdenominations waited upnthe
Minister and pointed out to him the in-
adequacy of the grant in aid. I understand
the present Government allowance is 7s.
for each boy. The members of the depu-
tation pointed out that thle cost of main-
taining children in their institutions
ranged from 14s. to 15s. per week per
child. As a matter of fad, the deputation
asked the Minister to double the amount of
the grant. The Minister, in reply, Said that
the deputation had made out anl unanswer-
able ease; but it all depended upon
whether the Government had money avail-
able to accede to the request. He said
there was no doubt about the merits. The
Minister has since replied to the leader of
the dep utation ayl'ing tiat owing to fi'ian-
ciail stress the Government could not in-
crease thle grant in aid. There are 1,150
children in the care of these institutions,
nearly 700 of whomi are State wvards. The
children are divided amongst 14 institu-
tions of various religious denominations.
The allowance of 7s. is too small to feed,
clothe and train a child in an institution.
True, the Lotteries Commission assists by
contributing so much per head; but even

[811

with that aid the institutions have still to
provide a large sum of money in order
that the children may be p~roperly trained,
properly fed and properly clothed. Here,

aai, we have another example of the
regrettable fact that each time the Gov-
errnjent is asked for motley to effect some
iprovemnen t in thle life of' ebildreni or for

adults, tile invariable reply is that money
is not available. At the same time, we are
spending £200,000 per day not to build up
and develop human life, but to destroy it.
However, that is the position. 1 presume
we cannot better it. I conunecnd the request
of the religious institutions to the Minis-
ter, and ask him to give it serious con-
sideration, so that thle financial strain on
the institutions may not be so great.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [6.10] :My
intention is to offer a few remarks on the
Arbitration Court Vote, and oit the question
of local p~roduicts. I commend the Minister
for his interestian address onl this Vote.
Whentile Vote was previously before the
Committee, the member for Katanning
made some remarks upon it. He was wor-
ried over the fact that, under our system
of wage-lixing, wages lagged behind prices
and never quite caught up to the increases in
the cost of living. I have been looking
through the Industrial Arbitration Act anal
I notice that the provision fixing the basic
wage contains a phrase relating to the
domestic obligations of the worker, not to
thle efficiency of industry at the time. In
my opinion, this Government or sonmc future
Government will have an opportunity to
improve the formula for determining the
basic wvage. The IMinister is well aware of
the wording of the Arbitration Act, so there
is no neessityv for me to quote it. The Act
does say, however, that in determining the
ba i i.c wage. regard shall be had to the
domestic obligations of the worker. An-
other provision lays down that the court is
not to be bound by any previous decision
when determining the basic wage for Say
Year. That lives the coturt a loophole to
strike out and make some increase; but,
ordinarily 'vSpeaking, it is generally recog-
nised nowv that the basic "-age is entirely
a maitter of ascertainin -g price levels, in-
cluding house rent and other costs. These
together constitute the basis of the wage.
If that systemi is to he maintained, it will
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mDean-as was pointed out by the member
for Katanning and by a member on the
Government side-that wages will never in-
crease in the true sensen from century to
century.

Tb0  Mini ster for Labour: The court
granted an increase of 5s. in real wages
some 18 months ago.

Air. NORTH: That is so; but the fact
remins that we should examine the word-
ing of the provision for determining the
basic wage. That provision is silent on the
subject of the economic efficiency of the
time when the wage is to be fixed. Domestic
obligations arc not matters upon which in-
dustry can work. Industry itself is becom-
ing more and more scientific and efficient,
and should be getting more productive from
the point of view of return to the workers.
Therefore, good ground exists for sug-
gesting that the Government should con-
sider the question of improving the formuul'
for the basic wage, so a to give the court
greater scopeC to make inquiries from time
to time for the improvement of that wage.
I know this must be done with great care
both from the point of view of the em-
plo ,yers and the workers; but, in my
Opinion, ai tendency seems to exist to bring
about a static effect, notwithstanding the
Minister's interjection, which certainly
shows that a change can be made from
time to time.

The Minister for Labour: The court has
granted a prosperity allowance to the
workers in the goldniining industry.

Mr. NORTH: I dlid not notice any pro-
vision in the Industrial Arbitration Act
for such an allowance, so the court must be
leading us a little in those ideas. In the
remaining two minutes before we suspend
the sitting,1 I would like to deal with the
question of local p)Ioducts, but in that short
space of time I am afraid T cannot say
all that I wish to say on this point. Has
the Minister Yet been able to investigate a
suggestion that I made that our workers
should be encouraged to patfronise local pro-
duets? The qluestion is not one that can
he discussed in thirty seconds.

Sitting suspended fromt 6.15 to 7.30 p~.

Mr. NORTH: Before discussing the
question of industries, I should like to re-
vert to the matter of the basic wage. The
term "basic wage" might he amended in such

a way as to provide not merely for the
obligations of the worker, but also for in-
dustrial and economic efficiency, which might
be made a factor in the fixing of wages.
This, of course, does not express the whole
of the story. In applying such a sugges-
tion, it would be essential to take other mat-
ters into consideration so that conjunctively
the court would have a more flexible means
of fixing the basic wage. The court might
provide that if certain industrial plant was
installed, the wages in a certain industry
could be increased, but under existing
mechanical conditions, the wages would not
be increased. The court, too, would need
power to fix an increascW wage at a future
date that would permit of time being given
for improved plant being installed. Then
would come the question of profits and the
factor of monetary reform. All those things
have been dealt with by Professor ReddawnyA
in Melbourne. We are told that leaders in
Europe are speaking of a new world, but
I consider that we should set our minds to
some of the problems now and not wait till
a future time.

Some weeks ago I suggested to the Min-
ister an idea that might be investigated.
It was that local employers miight impose
a condition that employees should be pur-
chasers of Western Australian goods in cer-
tin practical directions. If there is a will
to achieve this object, it can be achieved.
There would be difficulties to ' overcome, but
a real desire largely to increase the demand
of the workers-say there are 25,000 em-
ployees in our induistries-would lead to a
tremendous increase in the output of local
manufactures. Workers, of course, could be
required to purchase local goods only if
other things werecequal, for instance, price,
quality, accessibility, etc. If this idea were
adopted, it would accomplish more in a
.short space of time in the direction of in-
creasing the market for local industries than
anything I. can conceive. I hope that the
expert who is now working under the direc-
fion of the Minister will consider this
aspect of the matter.

I have two industries to suggest to the
Minister. At first glance he will probably
wave them aside, but on reflection he might
see that there is merit in my proposals. In
our territory of nearly a million square!
miles attempts have been made to combat
the menace of flies, mosquitoes and other
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insect pests. There is n imported article, a
not very efficient kind of gauze, used to
s(IOefl windows of private houses, hotels,
hospitals and other buildings. I think the
Licensing Court specifies the use of gauze
for hotel windows. There would be a much
larger demand for insect-proof material if
the manufacturers could supply a more dur-
able article that would stand up to local eon-
(litions. Motst of the gauze at present sup-
plied is unsuitable. Those who buy the
ordinary gauze find that it rots through
in six months or a year, and those who buy
the so-called bronze gauze find that it de-
v elops; a verdigris green and in two or three
years wears out and has to be replaced. In
view of the propaganda "Swat that fly,"
and the distress caused by mosquitoes, I
believe that a large market would be avail-
able if a gauze were supplied that would be
non-corrosive in our atmospheric condi-
tions. There would not be. a big market for
this article in the old world where it is
manufactured, because mosquitoes and flies
are not so troublesome there. True, gnats
are prevalent, but little notice is taken of
them.

My next suggestion relates to charcoal
gas. I understand that in Germany and
probably elsewhere, there is available com-
pressed gas contained in cylinders available
for use on cars and other vehicles, Why
should not this State investigate, through
the n~vly appointed officer, the opportunity
to improve the charcoal gas appliance which
at present represents a comparatively heavy
addition to the weight of a car? He should
be able to work out a scheme for building
cylinders locally' and compressing the gas
so that it could be used conveniently in cars
in place of p~etrol.

The only other item I wish to discuss is
that of child welfare and outdoor relief.
With other members, I quite realise that
more should be done by this department if
possible. It is one of the most essential
departments we have. The child should
have full opportunity in this State if it is
to become an efficient adult later on, and I
would welcome any announcement by the
Minister to the effect that he was able to
improve the conditions under this vote. If
he could say that all the children would be
on 9s. instead of 7s., that would be a sub-
stantial improvement. I understand some
are on 7s. and some on 9s., and I should

like to see that differentiation removed and
uniformity achieved in this direction.

MR. LAMBERT (Vilgarn-Coolgardie)
[7.39]: I propose to speak only briefly and
to deal with the decision of the Government
to make some attempt to establish essential
secondary industries in this State. Not only
the Government, but also 1)rivate individuals,
have enldeavoured to establish some of the
industries that ire required in the linking up
of our economic and social life. Many of
those attempts, unfortunately, have failed,
not lbecause we lack the natural resources,
hut often owing to the lack of capital and
knowledge, which would defeat the efforts,
of most people desirous of establishing such
industries. The Mlinister has a big problem
before him because he has the financial in-
terests of the Eastern States to contend with.
I daresay that nine-tenths of those who
retail produce in this State arc import-
minded. They have been used to import-
ing goods into Western Australia ever since
Western Australia was founded, and to
break down that prejudice is a difficult
matter.

So far as I ca judge, the Common-
wealth Government has not been at all
anxious to rectify the conditions in an ill-
balanced State suchs as ours. The Tariff
Board should have power to decentralise,
some of the secondary industries located in
Eastern Australia. Many industries could
be decentralised and established here if the
Tariff Board were given power to operate
in that direction. In the initial stages of
Federation, we had a sliding scale of duties
that gave Western Australia a small oppor-
tunity to establish secondary industries, but
it did not continue long enough, and before
we could make any appreciable headway,
the Eastern States, with thteir big lea d,
proved too strong as competitors. Too
many people, in speaking of the establish-
mnent of secondary industries in this State,
think only in terms of pickles, jams and
commodities of that sort. That might be
very well in its way, but there are other in-
dustries-key industries--that could be estab-
lished here where we have the natural re-
sources requisite for their establishment and
they could be linked up with a comprehensive
scheme of national power production from
our coal deposits. Somebody has said that
thme dehydration of fruit and other food pro-
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ducts could he exploited in this State. That
is so. It is a sin that we have not some' form
of dehydration process so that our glutted
markets for fruits and vegetables could be
relieved. Much the same remarks apply to
our fisheries. The foreign element is exploit-
ing our fisheries and no adequate effort has
been made to deal with this important ques-
tion. If we lied a couple of trawlers, one
operating in the Great Australian Bight and
one in Shark Bay, they would be able to pro-
vide a supply of cheap fish for the people.
That is only a minor matter. Let us get
back to some of the bigger things that should
interest us. I 'noticed that the Premier,
while in the Eastern States, made inquiries
in connection with one highly important min-
eral that Western Australia possesses in
abundance-aluminium su1lhate. At pre-
sent the aluminium of Western Aus-
tralia is mnerely exported to E1astern
Australia, where it is fabricated. I
have before me a report from 'Mr.
Charlton Dodd, an American gentleman
at present lecturing in the Kalgoorlie School
of Mlines, which shows that the alunite de-
posits at Lake Brown are convertible into
aluminium if suitably treated. However,
that is only a simple matter. The Minister,
if he secures the information recently ob-
tained by the Premier in the Eastern States,
will learn that before ainnite can be manu-
factured into aluminium its silicious con-
tent must be separated from'i the aluna. The
work performed by the late Dr. Simpson,
whose early death we all deplore-the loss to
the State by it can hardly he, estimated-
has been of great assistance in this connec-
tion and the valuable research work carried
out by Mr. H. Boxvley. the present Govern-
ment Mineralogist is equally important ifl
this and many other directions. The
Minister should take uip the (question
of utilising our aluni 'te deposits. Mr.
Charlton Dodd's report is available to the
hon. gentleman. It is necessary to have a
good physical chemist at the University to
carry out experiments either in flotation Or
otherwise, as he may consider best, to separ-
ate the silicious content. Glancing at im-
ports into Western Australia I find that we
import no less than £194,000 worth of sul-
phur per annum.

Mr. Patrick: That is for the manufacture
of superphosphate.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. However, this is
the farcical aspect, that in Kalgoorlie alone
sulphur is passing into the atmosphere to
the extent in value of £250,000 or £300,000
per annum. Recently the Electrolytic Zinc
Corporation approached the Tariff Board
with a view to the granting of a bounty on
sulphur. British Chemical Industries have
perfected a process by which elemental sul-
phur can be obtained. That industry in it-
self would be worth to Western Australia
£C500,000 per annum. I suggest to the Min-
ister that ho get in touch with the Electro-
lytic Zinc Corporation in regard to its re-
quest to the Tariff Board for a bounty upon
the production of elemental sulphur. Alun-
ite contains 50 per cent, of sulphur, and
if we separated the silicious content
in the roasting of alunite, 50 per cent.
of sulphur would he produced; and
that would meet the requirements of Western
Australia, which, as I have said, last year
involved an expenditure of £194,000 in the
manufacture of superphosphate.

In yesterday's "West Australian" I
noticed an article dealing with inagnesimn
salt. M~agnesian salt or carhonite is used
extensively for the production of a light
metal. Its use has gone ahead by leaps and
bounds on the Continent. In this State it is
safe to say we have by far the greatest de-
posits of niagnesite in Australia. Under
ordinary conditions we should do business
with the Eastern States in that product.
Only recently the Broken Hill Proprietary
Company took up valuable deposits of mag-
nesite ait Bulong, and is now prospecting
there. Undoubtedly at an early date the
company will be sending magnesite to
Eastern Australia for its own purposes.
Magnesite is used extensively in the manu-
facture of Epsom salts. On the 20th Sep-
tember last it was reported that on account
of the war with Germany a shortage of inag-
nesian sulphate will occur, if any place
can produce inagnesian sulphate, or Epsom
salts, cheaply, it is Kalgoorlie, within
20 miles of which large deposits exist.. Prob-
ably production by Germany would be
cheaper in respect of obtaining the material
fromt salt springs and crystallising it.

I observe also it has been urged that some
portion of the munitions of war required by
Australia should be manufactured here. The
Commonwealth Government should assist this
State by granting finance or a bounty to
establish the industry of nitrogen produc-



[28 NOVEMBER, 1939.] 2337

tion here. 'Chat can only be done by
cheap) power in a centralised location.
1 believe that with a big national
power scheme such as we could estab-
lish at Bunbury, using Collie Coal as as
base for the production of power, it would
be possible. The same can be said of the
manufacture of explosives as well as of
fixatioa of nitrogen. There are many other
industries which could be established here if
only we had thle prime desideratumn of cheap
power. If Eastern Australia were cut off
from the outside world tomlorrow, it Wvould
hardly be practicable to produce steel in any
quantity.

Mr. Patrick: How are the Eastern States
getting on for manganese?

Mr. LAMJ3BERT: They are obtaining sup-
Jplies from Sweden anad Grteat Britlain. Ferro
alloy eal, be produced in Western Australia:
arid so it is with many of these minerals. 1
am aware that the Minister already has a big
job in front of him. Here is another. I refer
to thle manufacture of soap in 'Western As-
tralia. Before a pound of soap can he manu-
factured here, we have to import caustic soda
from the Eastern States. Now, the produc-
tion of caustic soda is qute a simllJe process.
Only a few years ago all Australia's require-
mnents in the way of caustic soda were sup-
plied from abroad, but the Aft. LyclI and
other companies arc now producing it. It
will never be possible for is to establish such
industries here unless in the first place we
tackle the problem of workers' compensation.
Some members of the medical fraternity of
Western Australia, as a big merchant in
Perth pointed out to ine a few days ago, have
been responsible for workers' compensation
being 50 per cent, more costly here than in
thle Eastern States. That is due to the scan-
dalous robbery-and I say robbery advisedly
-pr1actisedl by some members of the medical
profession in Western Australia.

The CHAIRMJAN : The hon. member is
getting slightly away from the Estimates.

lir. LAMIBERT: This matter is linked up
with industries. However, having said what
I have said, I need not further explore the
question except to say that I hope the time
will come when in the matter of workers'
compensation we can curb the activities of
some members of the medical p~rofession who
are protected by the British Medical Associ-
ation. That is one of the difficulties. I sug-
gest to the Minister that in connection with
many of the matters to which I have referred

hie get in touch with the people directly in-
terested and assure thenm that the Western
Australian Government is earnest in its de-
sire to establish those industries here.

Mr. North: The cheap power scheme is not
yet approved, is it?

Mr. LAMBERT: No. 'The Royal Com-
mission appointed fox- the purpose is simply
tinkering with the subject. What is the
good of inquiring whether a little power
can be run to use a milking machine
on sonic isolated farms? We should be
inquiring whether some of the bigger
industries can be induced to make use of
a scheme of national power in Western Aus-
tralia. I wish thle Minister would take a
note of this also, that if we could get tike
alkali business established in Western Aus-
tralia, which wvould cost only £20,000 or
£25,000, the effect would be to bring under
immediate review thle possibilities of paper
pl) p tmanuiifacture here. It is not practie-
able to utilise our waste wood unless we
develop anl alkali industry with both chlo-
re and alkali, and use theni in connection

with the bleaching product. All these in-
dusties al-c interwoven. Unless we start
with one and go right through the others
in sequence, there is no possibility of suc-
cess bring achieved, If tile Government is
in earnest-lI have little doubt about that-
in its desire to establish secondary indus-
tries, it must consider-, quite ap~art from
other- disadvantages to which I have already
alluded, the remission of taxation fot- a
number of years until such industries be-
come established. Minufactu-ers already
well established it' the Eastern State, are
not likely to consider deeentralising their
,activities. Unless Western Australia canl
offer not only a ready market for their
products but a remission of taxation over-
a number of years, there is little likelihood
of those fit-ms embarking upon0) industrial
undertakings here. If anl advantageous
offer were made to those manufacturers,
under the conditions to which T refer.r
helieve some response might be obtained.
I have mentioned one only of 30 or 40
other industries possible of establishment in
WVester-n Australia. Years ago 'Mr. Boas
was despatehed to America to make in-
quiries regarding the tanning industry and
the production of tannin extracts. On his
return he furnished a9 comprehensive report.
That gentleman wva' subsequently employed
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in the service of the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research. Althoughl we
s1pent sio iiiuth money upun that investiga-
tion, we now find that practically the whole
of our tanning products are vxported, to-
gether with our bides. and skinls. At the
same time enormous quantities of leather
goods are imported. So it goes onl dowi1
the miserable history of our secondary in.
dtistrics. In Western Australia we are cap-
able of producing sufficient tannin extracts
to c-ope with the requirements of Australia
generally. So it is with runny of our other
industries. If propeCr protectioni were given
to those prepared to invest mioney in West-
ern Australia, the State would leap ahlead
as a mlan iifacturingf cenltre. I wish the
Minister every possible sucs in his efforts.
H~e has to contend with difficulties that are
almost jnsurnountalble. He is eon fronted
with thle fact that those associated with
estahlished industries in the Eastern States
and the big financial institutions there have
no desire to invest in industrial activities
iii Western Australia. So long, n; they can
exploit the Australian market to the extent
of £12,000,000 or U1,000,000 per anm
their feelings are not likely to be ruffled
very mudh by aLny effort we may undertake
to make thle State self-contained and self-
sum -cient.

We can keep hammering at oinr objective.
but we shall never do any good until we
secure the restoration of our sovereign
rights, so that we may protect and shelter
our industries, as have been those in the
Eas-tern States fromn their inception. One
of the niost regrettable features is that
whilst the Commonwealth Government a-it)
pointed a Royal Commission to inquire into
our disabilities and that Commission recoi-
mended we should he granted our autonomy
and allowed to protect our industries for
50 years, the Government ignored the re-
commendations of its own Royal Commis-
5don. We must keep urging the Common-
wealth (l1overnient. to amend the legislation
controlling the Tariff Board, so that that
body may be provided with the statutory
right to decentralise industry and thereby
afford Western Australia an opportunity
for expansion. Until all sections of Parlia-
mnert are prepared to b)and together in a
determined effort to secure that end, we can
never hope, to achieve our ol)jeftivt . We
should maintain the fighzlt to free Werstern

Australia from the financial domination of
the Lastern States. We are producing food-
stuffs and much of our requirements, hut
the manufacturers in the Eastern States
vinjuy the benelit of too big a start. Unless
there is a drastic alteration in the dominat-
ing policy, there is little hope for a small,
struggling State like Western Australia. We
have all the resources necessary to make
the State selt-sullicient. We have most
fav'ourable climiatic conditions, and we have
an abundance of mineral wealth. I know
of little that we cannot produce in Western
Australia, but we are at a great disadvant-
age because many of the deposits are a
long way from the coast. Only by the
provision of cel transport and power
facilities would it be possible to bring those
deposits within the bounds of comnmercial
possibilities. In 'India one mineral is pro-
duced and eonveyed 700 miles by rail from
the Central Province to port at 7s. per ton,
w-hereas the cost of haulage of the same
mineral in Western Australia is £1 7s. per
ton. I do not blme the railway authori-
ties, who, I believe, are doing their best, but
our isolated position, our small population,
and long railway haulageC distances, combine
to make it implossihle to work our valuable
mninerall deposits on ain economical basis.
That they will be developed eventually can-
not be doubted. Australia is the last of thie
great island continents to he occupied
by white people, and in the western
half we have possibilities that, given a1
reasonably fair deal by the Commonwealth
Government, should ultimately he developed
to the stage at whieh Western Australia will
be able to rise above her difficulties anti
compete Successfully With the large intc'cslss
in the Eastern States. The Governicent:
should see to it that those in a positt 'n tu
aid the work sbrnuk, be given every nossible
assistance and so help to make Western
Auqtralia the State it ought to he.

MR. McDONALD (West PerthI [8.101:
The largest Vote in the Minister's Estimates
is that which has reference to child welfare
and outdoor relief. I wish to deal with only
one aspect and that is the assistance given
to children, particularly those in the orphan-
ages. I desire to reinforce the request made
to the Government to allow an additional
sum to be placed on the Estimates to be
made available for the relief of children

2338



[28 NOVmmBER, 1939.] 23

wholly or partly dependent upon the State.
The amount provided in the past has been
little enoug&h. The Minister will agree to
that. Because the cost of commodities has
risen, that being reflected in flhe movements
of the basic wage-in view of existing and
future conditions, that cost is likely to rise
still more-every time there is en increase
the difficulties of those catering fin the chil-
drn become greater. Although it is a
phitittide, pii'hiuis T might remind the
Government that there is no asset that will
better repay the State properly to look after
than the coming generation. We should use
the utmost endeanvour to see that those de-
prived of the advantages of a home life, such
as that enjoyed by the offspring of well-to-
do or cornpqratively well-to-do parents, shall
have the best opportunities possible. I as-
sure the Minister that I do not care what hie
does, or where he gets the money from, apart
from any serious breach of the law, and I
shall support him.

MR, CROSS (Cannilntr) [8.12] : I Shall
touch upon two departments under the con-
trol of the Minister because they appeal to
me as being the most important. The mem-
ber for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert)
has given a good indication of whiat is pos-
sible in regard to our mineral resources. I
shall not deal with the Department of Indus-
try, except to say I consider it Of such im-
portn-e that the M.inister should de-
vote his full time to thie work associated
with it. The portfolio of Labour andl Child
Welfare should be handed over to another

Mnse.There has not been much indus-
trial trouble in Western A ustralia during
the last rear or two, but it is poss;ible that,
dute to changing conditin;, somie unrest may
he mnanifest in the future. 1)nring the ses-
sion this House passed thle Increase of Rent
(War Restriction) Bill. The M1inister hn.A
done his part except that, in my opinion, he
has not gone far enough. The Conservative
Government of Great Britain as earl 'y as
the 2nd Septemiber, the day after war was
declared, took steps to introduce legislation
that went farther than did our Bill. The Rent
Act of 1939, which becamec law in Great Bri-
tain on the 3rd September had far-reaching
effects. Even at this stage of the session, the
Minister should attemipt to persuade the
Government to introduace amiending legisla-
tion along the lines of that existing in Great

Britain to protect people that may he
threatened with eviction. One day last week
I received a letter from a person in Lake-
street, Perth, asking me whether the rent
restrictioa Bill had been passed, whether it
was in operation and, if so, whether it pre-
vented a lan dlord from evicting one tenant
and then raising the rent. Up to date I
have not replied to that letter, but I know
that the rent Act in Great Britain went so
far as to prevent a landlord from evicting
a tenant provided the tenant paid his rent.
If it is possible under the measure that this
House has passed for a landlord to get rid
of one tenant and let his house at an in-
creased rental to another, the measure
should he amended to prevent that. I pro-
pose to inform lion. inernbers of a few of
the provisions of the rent control Act of
Great Britain that hlas, been peassed since the
war started.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member
cannot very well do that.

Mr. CROSS: This affects the Department
of Labour and the workers associated with it,
and is a most important question for them,
That the Departmrent of Labour should give
some attention to the matter is most im-
portant, in order that people likely to be
affected might lie proteted. The British
Rent Act of 1.939 made provision for deal-
ing with tenants of houses of a greater value
than those dealt with under the old Act. I
propos!e to touch on the matter briefly so
that the 'Minister may have some idea of
the pirovisions of that measure. It provided
protoction for tenants of houses up to a
ratc-able value of £100 in London, which in-
cludeod the metropolitan police district and
thie City of London alone. It protected men
in houses uip to a rateable value of £75
everywhere else in Eng-land, and £90 in
Scotland. The rateable value- is that which
wvas operating in April, 1939, and the stan-
daird rent Fixed is that Operating on the 1st
September, 1939. That cannot be increased
except with the permission of the court. It
is also provided that the rent may be in-
creased only in two cases: in the first place,
if rates are increased, and] then only to a
similar amount-

The CHAIRMNAN:. I ami afraid the hon,
mrember is getting far away from the Esti-
anates. I cannot find any provision in the
E~stimates regarding rent.

Mr. CROSS: I think, Mr. Chairman-
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
think anything be likes, but I say there is
nothing in the Estimates to provide for such

adiscussion.
Mr. CROSS: 1 have a definite reason for

attemaptingr to speak on the matter. Many
of the People associated with the Depart-
meat of Labour will be affected. I refer to
men who are purchasing their homes. I
know of men who have had mortgages called
up and cannot get the money to pay. The
Minister for Labour is interested not only
in people employed by his department but
also in those coming under other depart-
ments with which hie is associated through
the ramifications of the Department of
Labour.

Mir. J. Hegney: If he is not interested, he
should be.

Mir. CROSS: Yes. That is why I think
I should be permitted to say a few words
on this matter.

Theo CHAIRMAN: I tell the mnember
for Canninug that he nmst cease. There is
nothing in the Estimates to provide for this
discussion.

Mr&. CROSS: I will attempt to deal with
it on some other Vote. I want to bring the
matter under the notice of hon. members,
as it is of paramount importance.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. membar
will give consideration to the Chairman's
directions, and cease discussing the matter.

Mr. CROSS: Very well. I wish now to
speak ahout the department mentioned by
the member for West Perth (Mr.
McDonald). That is the department from
which I received the letter I read to the
house during the Address-in-reply debate.
In that letter the statement 'vas made that
much of the department's information was
received anonymously. Members will recall
my complaining then that the Child
Welfare Department had received a most
wicked letter containing untrue state-
ments about a certain woman. Those
statements were proved to be untrue. I
wrote to the department asking it to remove
that letter from the file, but so far as I know
it has been kept there. I was told in a
letter from the department that much of
its information eane through anonymous
Soures. I hope the Minister will agree that
one of the vilest letters I have ever read in
my' life should be removed from the depart-
mental Ailes. The woman concerned has been

proved by investigations made by the de-
partmnit to be innocent of the charges made
against her. The member for West Perth
mentioned that the children at certain in-
stitutions did not receive all they were en-
titled to.

Mr. Needham: His reply was justified.
Mr. CROSS: It was, and I will prove it.

We have a sympathetic Minister in charge
of the department, but he has too much
work to do. I have gone to the trouble of
gathering some figures from the Estimates
of the last few years, and those figures de-
mionstrate the remarkable fact that the de-
partment seemns always to and the year with
a surplus. Members will recall that last
year I drew the attention of the Government
to that fact. 1 pointed out, as I point out
now, that the matter is not a party one, but
that the responsibility for looking after the
aged and sick and of women and children
in need is one that all hon members and
people of the State generally must face. I
do not care whlat Government is in power;
if that Government leanls to the generous
side in its treatment of destitute women and
children, the people are not likely to put it
out of office on that account. I do not think
we are suifficiently generous towards those in
need; in fact, we are very parsimonious.
From what I can see, this department seeks
at all times to reduce as far as possible the
miserable allowances that are given to its
unfortunate clients. I know that is not the
desire of the Minister or of the Government.

Mr. J. HI. Smith: Why do not you alter
the positi onI

Mr. CROSS: T wonld if I could, and I
will if I possibly canl.

Mr. J. H. Smith]: What is preventing the
Mfinister from doing it?

M~r. CR.OSS: I point out to honl. mem-
bers that the estimate for the department
this year is only £1,000 more than that of
1037. The Premier has, provided for an
increased allowance to the small-unit fami-
lies; not before time. It is not as much as
I desired, but the conession was keenly ap-
precia ted by those affected. Up to last
year. the maximum that a woman with two
children could receive from the department
was 279. per week. After the change, it was
possible for her to obtain .33s. a week. I do
not k-now where a house fit to live in can be
obtained for less than 15s. a week. That be-
inz so, hon. members will surely realise that
a woman enunot properly look after two
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children and provide them with food and
cl!othing and the other necessities of life if
she receives only 33s. per week. It has to
be remembered, too, that those children will
be the citizens of tomorrow. if this is to re-
main an "A" class nation, the chdren must
be properly cared for. That cannot be done
with such a small amount of money. Even
after that sum had been granted to people in
need, the department finished last year with
a surplus of £4,605. In 1938 it had £1,151
of its Vote unexpended, and in 1937 £8,981.
That would not be due to the Minister, but
to the administration of thle department,

The Minister for Labour: And improved
economic conditions.

3Mr. CROSS: Yes, I admit there may be
something in that. One would, however,
think that with so much poverty existing
amongst thle people to be eared for by the
department there would not be any surplus.
I know somiething about the matter because
1 have taken particular interest in eases
handled by the Child Welfare Department,
not only in my area but also in many other
Places. The Vote has been increased by.
£1,000 over that of 1937, The estimte this
year is £1 12,200, as against £11) ,200 in 1937.
In 193S the amount was £107,100, and in
1939, £114,450.

In my electorate there are four or
five institutio~ns earing for children. One
of them has S0 ehildren, 65 of whom
are assisted not by. the Child Wel-
fare lDepartment, but by the Department of
Native Affairs. I refer to Sister Kate's
ionic. The children in that institution should
be transferred from the Department of
Native Affairs to the Child Welfare De-
partment. They have been brought up in
exactly the same way as white children and
anybody looking at some of them without
knowing their parentage, would not sus-
pect them of being quarter-castes. Does
the fact that there is a touch of colour
in a ehild mean that that child canl be kept
for 2s. a week less than other children'
'Would any hon. member, for 5s. a week like
to have to provide clothing, food and
other necessities for a childI The whole
situation seemsp to savour of parsimony and
should not be tolerated. The amount
granted per child in the other institutions
is far too low, but the first thing to be done
is to -raise the allowance to the children
in Sister Kate's Howne to the level of that

received by the children in other ins titu-
tions. I hope this appeal il]! not fall
on (leaf ears. I think all hon. members
will support it. Even it to make this extra
provision mneans securing additional taxa-
tion of between £10,000 and £20,000 a year
from thle wealthier section of the comn-
munity, I do not think those people will
grumble very muclh. The Child Welfare
Department appears to mec at times to be
most casual in some of its activities, A-
few clays ago I was at a public meeting
and a luiau told inclhe had borrowed a few-
shillings, from the department. He had
been sick and had had to apply for assis-
tance. That money had to be paid back
and they had a garnishee upon his wages.
He complained that the only receipt lie
received was in lpencil on thle back of an
envelupe, and he produced a pay envelope.
I could not follow him. I have received a
letter from a public body askinag me to
take the matter up 'with the Minister, be-
cause the man does not know what he owes,
whether the money has been properly re-
turned, and whether it is right that a
receipt written in J)encil should be given.

TIhe Minister for Labour: W~hat is the
namne of the public body?9

All'. CROSS: I~t happens to be the Can-
ning Branchl of the Australian Labour
Party.

The Minister for Labour: It mast be a
good caIse.

Mr. CROSS: The namne of the man is
Ferby, employed at the Canning dlain and
living at Queen's Park. Possibly the re-
eeilpt was given by the paymaster at the
Canning dam. 1 hope thle Minister wvilt'
take up the appeal 1 have put forward,
and that the department will be more gene-
rous in its treatmeont of -women and chil-
dren wvho are dependent on the State.
Costs in the znxt few months and years
are bound to rise. When there was a gene-
ral iincrease in the basic wage people re-
ceiving assistance from the Child 'Welfare
13epartment did not benefit by that in-
crease. I know that in the case of a large
number of families rents and costs have
risen, and they have bad increasing diffi-
culty in carrying on. I hope the Minister
will take steps to meet the rising costs and
see that the people referred to get a better
deal than they have had in the past. I
am sure no one would complain if the de-
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part merit was over-generous, something
that it cannot be accused of at present. If
the mark is overstepped, no one wilt com-
plain, because the children who will be
assisted will be the citizens on whom the
State will rely in years to come.

MR. HOLMAN (Forrest) [8.33]: 1 am
going to touch upon a point that has not
yet been dealt with, namely, the Arbitration
Court. There is nothing new in that topic,
but there are aspects regarding that tribunal
;that should receive consideration. I refer
-particularly to the appointment of a pern-
anent industrial magistrate. This matter was
dealt with by me on the Address-i-reply,
and I gave reasons why such an appoint-
ment should be made. During the course of
years deputations from responsible bodies
have waited upon Ministers, in connection
with this matter. Unfortunately, no particu-
Jar move by any Minister has yet been made.
It is peeuliar that such a big factor in the
industrial life of the State should not be
looked upon with more favour, especially as
these are the days of speeialisation when in-
dustrial matters are dealt with by the Arbi-
tration Court. I find from the report to the
30th June, 1939, that no fewer than 106 in-
dustrial unions and associations are regits-
tered at the Arbitration Court, and that these
involve a mnenmbership of over 56,000 workers
and employers, and thut the numuber of emn-

p)loyers in associationisis 1,180. When we con-
sider that all these organisations. are work-
ing tinder different awards aind agreements,
it seenis strange that we have only a tern-
porary or makce-shift magistrate to deal with
industrial eases. It is possible for each of
the 166 organisations to be controlled by five,
six or seven awards or agreements. I could
refer to the organisation to wrhiieb f be-
longed. That is working tinder no less than
seven industrial awards or agreements. W~hen
we go before the court with eases of indus-
trial breaches we have to do so on Thurs-
day, and put our case before a magistrate
who is obliged to carry on his ordinary duties
during the remainder of the week at Fre-
mantle. Specialisation by magistrates is
nothing new. We find from the votes with
which we are now dealing that a special
magistrate has been appointed at an estim-
ated cost of £535 to do the court work asso-
ciated with the Child Welfare and Outdoor
Relief Department. During the debate spec-

ial reference has bieein madle to that inagis-
hrate, and the good work lie is performing
in the Children's Court. N,,o one can deny
the value of that appointment or that it has
been fully lustified by the results. That
magistrate has specialised in children's eases.
We can well ask why such a step has not
been taken ia connection with the industrial
courts. I understand that approximately
400 eases will be dealt with this year in
the indiistrial court. I was very much sur-
prised that I could not get a copy of the
"Indusfrial Gazette" at Parliament House.
If the Chairman does not stop me I will say
it is high time the House Committee took
that matter up. I shall probably have to
get a copy fromn the Government Printer, A
great deal of work hans to be done in connec-
tion with 400 industrial eases. They em-
brace a variety of subjects, in torp retat ions,
legal difficulties, and cover a variety of
awards and agreements. How anyone could
expect a magistrate, who is only a human
being, and can devote only one day a week
to bringing his mind to bear upon such im-
portant matters, to deliver intelligent judg-
ments upon the questions brought before
him, I cannot imiagine.

The industrial cases are heard by the mag-
istrate in Perth on Thursdays. He may have
to deal with questions affecting the Railway
Union, the Prnes Union, the Tramway
Union or the Timber Workers' Union,
all being, difficult cases. He is sup-
posed to interpret the awards placed be-
fore him, and the department gives him one
clay a week to assimilate all that knowledg-e.
Thec system is ridiculous, and should not be
allowed to continue. The magistrate spends.
the rest of the week in the Fremantle court.
Hfe takes industrial Cases in Perth on Thurs--
days, may devote at day a month to eases at
Midland JnLnction, may occasionally visit
Pinjarra, and also takes industrial eases at
Fremantle. The officials of the department
are the last people to wake up to the need
for specialiation. The legal fraternity has
taiken cognisanee of it, and the organisations
of workers as well as of employers have also
specialised in industrial law. The union
does not go to any legal firm when it wishes
to be represented in the industrial court, but
el-ooses its own specialist in industrial mat-
ters. The Employers' Federation was
brought into existence so that it might have
its own specialists; in industrial questions.
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It has officers who deal solely with
eases beard before the Arbitration Court.
Employers outside the Federation also know
this is the day of specialisation in indus-
trial law, and seldom do we find cases
handled by other than solicitors who have
specialised in industrial law. Whilst all these
forces arc brought to bear upon the special-
ised side of industrial law, we find that a
magistrate who is not himself a specialist
has to hear all these cases. Probably he
could become a specialist if he devoted his
own time to doing so.

The Minister for Labour: He has done
SO.

Mr. HOLMAN: The more shame to
those who have allowed it. He should be
be able to acquire the necessary knowledge
in his ordinary working hours, and should
not have to engage in research work in his
own time. Other people are not expected to
do that, and do not have to do it. The
numerous important eases that come before
the Industrial Court make it imperative that
a permanent magistrate should be appointed
to deal with them. An organisation mnay
bring a case before the Industrial Mfagis-
trate, and the first thing that gentleman has
to do is to decide whether the ease is one
for him to deal. with or for interpretation at
the hands of the Arbitration Court. How
can we expect a magistrate to deal with
ordinary criminal cases during the week,
and then devote his attention to determining
whiether issues shall he sent on for con-
sideration by the Arbitration Courtq We
ask him to undertake a task that normally
is the function of the Arbitration Court, and
ut the same time do not allow him to
specialise. This is all the more important
because the Act is so framed that hie has to
arrive at decisions in respect to matters that
cannot he considered by the Arbitration
Court. Hie cannot pass onl matters of inter-
pretation to the Arbitration Court if the
terms of the applicable awards have expired.
Thus the magistrate has to interpret such
awards himself, and we foist upon him a
task that is usually undertaken by the Presi-
dent and his colleagues on the Arbitration
Court bench. if it is essential that the
President and the other members of the
Arbitration Court shall specialise in indus-
trial law and matters associated with in-
dustrial problems, surely it is equally essen-
tial that the magistrate who has to decide

whether the awards issued by the court are
carried out or not, should be also required to
specialise along those lines. Another im-
portant phase of the problem is that while
we expect the magistrate to undertake such
work with restricted conveniences in so
limited a time, that officer has not facili-
ties one could reasonably expect would be
available to a person holding such a respon-
sible position. Some time ago I referred to,
the lack of an Industrial Court library. I
have since learned that the industrial magis-
trate is allowed access to the library of the
President of the Arbitration Court. But that
is not ai cornplete answer to my criticism.
Probably I would feet much the same as the
industrial magistrate must feel when, so to
speak,' lie has to go cap in hand to the Presi-
dent for permission to consult the reference
books in his library. Even though he has
access to the library, he is nut favourably
situate(I from the standpoint of studying the
authorities. The President of the Court has
a comfortable room wherein he can engage
upon his research work. When he wishes
to read some authorities or make vari-
ous inquiries, the industrial magistrate
has to do his reading in a pas-
sy g or else beg the loan of a
room from sonic officer. If any member
can regard that as adequate, I shall be ex-
treiiivlv surprised. The dlecisions of that
mnagistrate may affect thousanlds of people
andf, govern th expenditure of thousands
of pounds. in those circumstances, it is3
high time a protest was made to protect
the interests of the employees concerned.
Then again, if regarded from the employers'
point of view, members will remember the,
criticism levelled at the Arbitration Court
.and the Industrial Court. In my opinion,
that criticism has been largely justified
seeing that the work has been carried on
in such a ridiculous manneT. On some
Thursdays the industrial magistrate has a
full] list of applications to deal with, and
he has to reserve his decisions. In what
little time is available to him, he has
to carry out his investigations and study
the issues involved before be can reach
his conclusions. He has to collect what
data he thinks necessary, and take it
with him to Eremant'Lie, where he devotes
what time he can to arriving at a decision
that he deems will he equitable to both sides.
As I mentioned previously, many of his
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decisions are of vital importance. Once he
reaches F~remantle hoe loses touch with the
library of the President of the Arbitration
Court, arid should a point crop up that
needs elucidation lie has to return to Perth
to consult further references. Why should
not better facilities be provided to enable
him to arrive at his decision more advant-
ageouslyI That is all the more important
when we consider that his decisions are sub-
ject to the right of appeal to the higher
court and eve,, to the Full Court. A magis-
Irate who has to deal with problems involv-
-iog these important issues is allowed one
-day per week to deal with them. Matters
relating to our industrial laws constitute one
of the most difficult phases of judicial work.
Of the members of this House few are
versed even iii a small way in our industrial
laws, which are extremely hard to interpret.
The industrial magistrate has to exercise
extreme Care in arriving at his decisions
because in any. circumstance once the
decision is announced by the Industrial
Court, the worker has no right of appeal.
That is intolerable, and would be intoler-
able even if we had a permanent industrii&
magistrate who was allowed to specialise in
his wvork. The existing circumstances make
that position ten times worse. From the
employers' standpoint, only a limited right
of appeal is available, because unless the
penalty is over £20 no such right exists.
V'ery often employers ask that a penalty of
£20 shall be imposed so as to allow of thc
right of appeal. One recent ease may per-
haps convince the department of the serious-
ness of the position. The Commonwealth
Bank case involved interpretations of the
Commonwvealth Constitution and the Comn-
monwealth Banking Act. The ni who had
to undertake that task is em 1)lo 'ved as an
industrial magistrate for one day per week.
An application lodged by the Clothing
Trades Union also involved all interpreta-
tioji of the Federal Constitution. I shall
not labour the point further. I hope the
IMinister will give serious consideration dur-
ing the coming year to the points I have
raised, regardless of the fact that the re-
quests of deputation after deputation have
been rejected. I trust the Minister will
recognise the dlimfeulty, not only from the
point of view of the interests of employees,
but for the sake of industrial peace.

One other point T shall make relates to
the Factories Department. I trust that in

the near future more inspectors will be
appointed to police the provisions of the
Factories and Shops Act. I have made
various inquiries regarding the work of in-
spectors, and I believe that, owing to the
small number of inspectors, the policing of
the Act amounts almost to a farce. When
we consider that each factory inspector has
to remember particulars of a hundred or
more awards and agreements, and is re-
quired to travel long distances and to visit
numerous factories, how can we expect the
task to be carried out properly? I urge
co-operation between the Federal Depart-
nment and the State Department to enable
the factory inspection work to be under-
taken more effectively. As it is to-day, a
State insp~ector is not allowed to enter Fed-
eral shops. That is most unsatisfactory. I
trust the Minister will consider the points I
have raised. Although I have appeared in
the role of a critic, I take this opportunity
to congratulate the Minister on much of
the work he has undertaken, particularly
that in relation to the establishment of local
industries. I shall not discuss that phase
because it has already been traversed satis-
factorily.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [8.59] : I
shall draw attention to one matter only,
and that relates to farm labour, which is a
serious p~robleml to-day. During the week
several farmlers told me it was absolutely
impossible to secure men in the country
districts, either to take off the crops or
to make preparation for the harvest. I
am not surprised at that. When introduc-
ing the Loan Estimates, the Premier stated
that arrangements had been made for
labour to he available to farmers. That is
only the beginning of the question. He
did not mention any provision enabling the
farmers to pay wvages that the workers
might rightly expect to receive, and which
we all would like them to receive. For some
time past men have been gradually drawvn
from thle farming districts into the city
for Government relief work. They are in
receipt of wages prescribed by the Arbi-
tration Court and are enjoying the hours
fixed by that authority and therefore one
cannot expect them to give up what they
have been receiving and accept a lower
wage for farm work. Not that the
farmer has any wish to pay low wages-
that is due to economic circumstances; it
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is almost impossible for the farmer to pay
any w~ages at all. During the past few
weeks sufficient has been said in the daily
Press and in the Federal House, as well
as in this ]Jouse, to convince the most ill-
informed person of the condition of the
wheat-growing industry and other primary
1nlstri(-s, althoughi these latter have not
possibly suffered to the same degree.
WVheatgrowers have been asked to accept
for their commodity about half the amount
it has cost themi to produce it. Evidently,
therefore, farmers cannot pay anything but
a vcry mneagre wage. I think farmers are
entitled to obtain from the Government
some formn of subsidy that will enable them
to pay their workers the wages they should
receive. Two eases were brought under my
notice last year after seeding was finished.
A married man with two children living in
the countr~y told mec he had finished work
for a farmer because the season bad ended
and he asked ine whether T could get him
work, I did know of a. farmer who wanted
workers, but he could not afford to pay a
sufficient wage for a married man. I put
this man's case to the Minister and asked
him if it were possible to provide a subsidy
which would enable the man to undertake
the employment offering and maintain his
home in the country. The Minister replied
that that form of subsidy could not be
countenanced by the Government and that
the man had better make application for
relief work. I immediately counselled him
to do so and assisted him. He came to Perth
and was put on relief work. Had some form
of subsidy been provided, I ven-
ture to say that that man could have
enjoyed at least eight weeks' work in the
country, whereas he received only three or
four weeks' work in Perth for the same
money. That is not by any means
the only ease that has comec under mny
notice. Other people have come to mec
since and I hare unhesitatingly advised them
to sign an application for relief work and
send it to the Employment Department.
They have in that way secured relief wvork.
But all this is taking workers away from the
farmaing industry. Still another ease came
under my notice. I will read a letter I re-
ceived from an employer of labour who is
about 150 or 180 miles from Perth. It is as
follows:-

As an employer of youth labour I wish to
comnplain through you to the 'Minister for

Labour re the railway fares charged them when
going to the country to work. As most are
raw to farm work and have to be taught at
the expense of the employer, they cannot de-
mand a very large wage. Also they all require
fitting out for rough work, as most hare either
not been einwloyed before, or have been work-
ing in the city wearing light boots and cloth
clothes, which are useless on a farm. It takes
about two months' pay to clear them of their
outfitting hill, and 2'/_. weeks' -nr fur their
railway fare, while a man Oil the dole gets a
free fare to a better-paid job, less hours and
a free pass back to Perth after so many weeks'
work. If free passes were given to boys and
farm workers in general, quite a large number
would leave the city.

That seems a very reasonable request. I
will read the reply received by me from the
Assistant Minister for Employment:-

In reply to your letter of June 29th requnest-
ing the paymient of railway farrs for youths
to farm work in the country, I hiave to advise
that this xwas done sone years ago, but in prac-
tice proved unsuccessful. There can he no
fair comparison uiade between the conditions
prevailing on Government relief work and prt-
vate employment.

With that expression of opinion on the part
of the Assistant MNinister I heartily agree.
When the private employer comes to the
end of the year he has to make up his re-
turns. He can only afford to employ labour
and incur other expenses within the measure
of his income, hut when the Government
emplo1ys a man the matter of making ends
meet is not one for consideration at all. The
Government can pay any wages and pass the
cost on to the general taxpayer. The letter
continues:-

In the former the Government is the em,-
ployer; with the latter it should be the responi-
sibility of the private empiloyer to provide
deceat waiges and conditions to his employees.

I accent "decent." The letter continues_-
This wvill include payment of fare to the job

after, say, six months' service, and return fare
after 12 months' service. This is the practice
carried oet by good pastoralists in the North-
W~est and frequently by good farmer employers.
My personal opinion is that the difficulty ex-
perienced in obtaining farm labour both for
youth!; and men is caused chiefly because of
the lack of a decent standard of wages and
Cond(1it ions.

It is easy for the Minister to talk about de-
cent conditions anid decent wages. No
farmer has the slightest desire to pay other
than a decent wage or-shall we say-Arbi-
tration Court wages. In almost every case
the farmer gives his employee the same con-
ditions as he has him sell.
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Mr. F. C. L. Smith:- Does it take two
months to pay for a youth's outfitV That
should not cost more than £65.

Air. SEWARD. it depends onl the nature
of the work that the man is doing and the
country in which ho is working. It also de-
pends on the man. Some mnen can make an
outfit last only a certain time; another man
can use it twice as long. The man whose
letter I quoted is all employer of labour,
and a good man. He works hard himself,
but his workers observe the same conditions
as he himself does. Those conditions are
not over-strenuous. He also takes a fatherly
interest in the young fellows. I know him
personally and know the men whom he em-
ploys. I can assure the lion, member that
the manl is one of whomn his employees will
speak well.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: He is out in his cal-
eulatiois.

Mr. SEWARD: Not at all. As he him-
self indicates, many of these youths are
absolutely raw to the work.

M1r, F. C. L. Smith: But does it take two
months to pay for the outllt?

Mr. SEWARD: Yes. It should be quite
obvious to the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe that if a man has to be taught he
cannot expect to receive the full rate of
wages paid to a competent man. That is
self-evident. This employer says it is neces-
sary to teach these young fellows. They can-
not expect while being tangtt eev h

samne wagesi ais those paid to a nia com-
petent tn work alone. That is the position.

'Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Do they gret 10s. a
week?9

M1r. SEWARD: It does not matter
whether the amount is 10s. or £10. The
farmer pays 'what he can afford to pay. The
Minister knows perfectly well that the con-
dition of the industry today is such that
farmers cannot afford to pay much in the
way of wages.

Mr. Rodoreda: The industry has never
been able to pay.

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister apparently
has a different opinion from that of the
member for Roebourne.

Mr. Ro(deda It never has paid anything
decent.

Mr. SEWARD: I flatl y contradict the
member for Roehourne. I maintain that
the men were paid as high wages as the in-
dustry could afford to pay. Since then

things have considerably altered. It all de-
pends upon what is termed "decent."

Mr. Rodoreda: They do not get decent
conditions, either.

MXr. SEWARD: As the member for Mft.
Magnet (Mr, Triat) said the other day, the
Arbitration Court has been largely respon-
sible for the present high level of wages.
Unfortunately, it is not the worker who is
receiving the benefit. Rises in wages have
brought about altered conditions; prices of
commodities have risen. While it is possible
for secondary industries and commercial
bodies to pay increased wages, it is abso-
lutely impossible for primary industries to
do so, because the products of primary in-
dustry are being sold to-day for the same
price as they were sold 20 years ago,
whereas the necessaries required by the pri-
mary industries have risen over 100 per cent.
I put this aspect of the matter very seriously
to the Minister with a view to his doing
something to hell) men who are forced to
go to the country and work for low wages.
Nobody wants that. Something must be
dtonle to enable these men to accept employ-
ment. ill country districts, so that farmers
may get labour which is so desperately
necessary for them during the coming har-
vest.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[0.11]: I briefly aplpeal to the "Minister for
something to be done for religious institu-
tions through the Child Welfare Department.
Some of those institutions wvill not accept
muoney from the Lotteries Commission; and
the 7s. per week allowed by the depart-
mnent is not sufficient to keep a, child.
Therefore special consideration should be
given to those institutions, the persons con-
trollingo which conscientiously cannot accept
money from the Lotteries Commission. That
is one point. I amn sure the Minister will, if
he can, do something for those bodies. I
have seen some of the children in these in-
stitutions, and they are as well kept as is
possible on the amount of money provided
for their maintenance. I am sure the Minis-
ter 'will realise that in these so-called pat-
riotic times, when all funds are being,
diverted to war purposes, it is hecomning in-
creasingly diIflcult for those particular in-
stitutions to carry on. Therefore, I appeal
to him to try to do something for those
people who are not at present in a position
to do all they would like for the children en-
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trusted to their care. Another point I de-
sire to touch upon is the question of widowers
whose children arc under the guardianship
of the Child Welfare Department. These
men, when in employment on relief work,
contribute towards the maintenance of their
children. When not employed, they are
treated as single men, but the amount due
by themn to the department for maintenance
is debited against them. For instance, if a
mazn earns £2 a week on relief work, he has to
pay an amount towards the maintenance of
his children whilst he is unemployed. That
sumn keeps mounting uip. I know some relief
workers who owe considerably over £100,
and have no hope of paying it. While they
are in employment, s. per week is deducted
from their wages and applied in reduction
of the debt. The point is, however, that
they can never hope to pay all that money,
and, a,, I say, the debt is mounting. Natur-
ally, the men become disheartened: in fact,
one man told me lie would commit suicide
unless he could get money to pay his liabili-
ties. Of course, it is impossible for him to
do so. Another point is that thie men have
to sign an agreement that they will pay this
monley which seems to me quite wrong'. I
trust the Minister will do something re-
garding the first question I raised and will
look into the other matter, because I am
snre no hardship is intended. I have found
that in the Child Welfare Department all
possible consideration is shown. Whenever
I have taki~n people there, efforts have been
made to meet the difficulty and I have never
been refused help. At the same time, the
officials cannot act contrary to the policy
of the department, and I believe it is the
policy that makes the men responsible to
the department for the amount of money
owing.

THE MIIISTER rOR LABOUR (H-on.
A. R. G. Hawk-NYorthanm-in reply)
[9.16]: 1 express appreciation to all those
mmbers who have taken part iii the general

debate on these Estimates. T shall have in-
quiries made reearding the points put for-
ward cnvrim th- Department of Labomur
and the Child Welfare Department. Regard-
ing the policy of the Government to promote
industrial expansion, I wish briefl 'y to men-
tion some of the major matters th.at are
reciving active consideration at present.
There is the producer-gas industry which is
probably the industry that promises most in

the near future in the way of industrial
developnment in this State. A conference is
to be held in Melbourne next Monday at
which the Commnonwealth and State Govern-
ments and the 'Universities of Australia will
be represented. The conference will discuss
fully the possibility of establishing the gas-
producer industry upon a commercial basis.
This State will probably be represented by
the Chief MNechanical Engineer of the Public
Works Department, Mr. Shaw, and the In-
dustries and Works Promotion Enigineer Air.
Fernie.

The gas-producer industry is much further
advanced in Western Australia than in any
other State of the Commonwealth, so much
so that gas-producer units are exported to
thme Easmtern States. We must be represented
ait the conference next week, because possibly
a suggestion will be put forward, or an effort
made, to establish this industry on a more
or less monopoly basis of production in
either Newv South Wales or Victoria, I
understand that the Broken Hill Proprietary
Company Limtited is considering the question
of establishing itself in the field of mnu-
facturing gas-producer units. If the com-
pany so establishes itself, we can be reason-
ably certain that Western, Australia will not
receive much consideration in the matter.
We are carrying out investigations to ex-
pand the fishing- industry in -respect to the
capture of fish, the sale of f resh fish, tho
freezing of fish for sale and the canning of
fish for sale. There have been important
developments in these directions, and mem-
bers know that this field is one that offers
almost unlimited possibilities.

The alunite deposits mentioned by the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
bert) in his, interesting and infor-mative
speech have been investigated. We are en-
deavouring to have 100 tons from the
deposits at Campion put through special
treatment Processes to ascertain to what ex-
tent they can be commercially explioted in
the near future. The production of jams,
preserved fruits and fruit juices; has received
enarefutl and thoroug-h conisideration during
recent wreeks. We are convinced that the
production of Jams, fruit Juices and pre-
served fruits will, during the coming season,
exceed the value of any previous season by
£50,000.

The question of manufacturing tractors in
Western Australia is being investigated. We
have made valuable contacts in that connee-
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tion. The idea being considered is that of
manufacturing in this State tractors suitable
for running on charcoal gas. If we can per-
suade or assist the manufacturers concerned
to establish an industry of that kind in
Western Australia, it will be a great step
forward, and will certainly be of immense
assistance to the farming industry. We have
given some consideration to thle question of
manufacturing sulphuric. acid, Our investi-
gations so far indicate that the best p~rospects
are probably associated with the copper
mines of Whim Greek, situated in the Roe-
bourne district. Those investigations will be
advanced. We have made some inquiries as*
to the possibility of establishing a steel
manufacturing industry on a small scale for
a start. If this industry canl be established,
it will be of great help not only for itself
but for allied industries already operating
and for others that canl be established, pro-
vided we can produce steel of good quality.

Mr. Lanmbert interjected.

The MVINIISTER FOR. LABOUR. The ex-
port of Government scrap steel has ceased.
'Wherever possible we are preserving our
supplies of scrapi steel for use in local in-
dustries, and we hope some tests will be
carried out with scrap to ascertain whether it
is possible to manufacture certain classes of
steel in this State.

Interesting discussions hare taken place
this week on proposals to establish the
cell ophane industry in Western Aus-
tralia. Seemingly the coming of the
war has hastened the establishment of
this induistry somewhere in Australia, and
this State, we understand, is as well suited
as, if not better suited than, any other State
for the establishment of this industry. We
believe that if the manuacur of cello-
phane can be established in Western Aus-
tralia, it will prove a great asset to the
State and will provide a foundation on
which other allied industries can be built.
Several other matters are receiving con-
sideration, hut I do not intend to delay the
Committee by giving details of them now.
I trust that whenever a member has an idea
or suggestion that might be of value in
as~sisting the establishment of secondary in-
dustries, he will send it along- and we shall
be happy to investigate it. I invite any
member of Parliament who has in mind any
point about secondary industries to discuss
it with mue, with the secretary of the depart-

nient or with the Industries and Works Pro-
motion Engineer.

Vote put and passed.

Votes--Factories;£7,360; Arbitration Court
E6,400; Connid of Industrial Development
£2,900; Child Welfare and Outdoor Belief
£130,400-rgrecd to.

[L1r. Withers took the Chair],

Vot es, Mines, £.144,305:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
A. H. Pa-nton-Lederville) [9.27] : This is
one of the industries of the State that con-
tinues to be prosperous, and on that account
it is one of the industries that does not cause
a great deal of worry. The price of gold has
made for the prosperity of the industry.
During the year 1938, 3,759,720 tons of ore
were crushed for 1,172,950 fine ounces
of gold, valued at £A1lO,409,92. For the
first nine months of 1980, 911,615 fine ounces
were produced, valued at £AA,634,015. Dur-
ing September a reord month returning
130,862 fine ounces worth £A1,434,566 was
rep~orted. It is estimated that the yield for
the year 1939 will be 1,250,000 fine ounces
of gold.

Dividends declared for 1938 totalled
LAl ,103,244, and for the first six mnonths of
1939, £A539,93S, making the total distribu-
tion by goidmining companies to the 30th
June last, £35,774,331. The number of men
reported as engaged in the industry is 14,86".
Most of the principal producing mines re-
ported treatment of increased tonnages, amid
a number of smaller mines became steady
and consistent producers. Tindals winle
which was assisted with a. Government
guaran tee of £C30,000, came into production
this yeam. Since the inception of the pros-
pecting scheme in July, 1933, assisted p-ros-
pectors hare crushed 59,072 tons f or 39,119
fine ounces of gold. To the cod of Septem-
ber, 8,135 men have been granted assistance
by way of rations, rail fares and tools. At
present there are 765 men on the scheme. I
secured information regardingw some of the
prospectors and it is interesting to see how
they have fared. The outstanding eroshings
since January, 1939, are as follows-

Snell and Henderson (Aft, Magnet) dollied
72 ounces between January and March valued
at £0590 and repaid their assistance ia full.

D. Girvia (Murrin), who baa been on the
scheme for two years without being interested
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in a crushing, recovered 650 ounces of dollied
gold valued at £6,000. The assistance rendered
hinm was repaid in full.

Bassula and Rubery, in the Laverton dis-
trict, treated 10 tons of specimen stone for 55
ounces and crushed 16 tons for 134 ounces. A
further crushing by this party of 271/. tons
yielded 119 ounces. The value was £2,200. The
assistance rendered was repaid.

Wells & Cott (Cue) found a 10-ounce patch
a few days after their arrival in that district.
They were sent from Perth, and I understand
that it was their first attempt at prospecting
in that district.

Waldeck and Brown Bros. (Coolgordie)
treated 15 tons for 72 ounces.

flaultry and Thompson (Broad Arrow)
treated 10 tons for 50 ounces.

D. T. Walton (Southern Cross) crushed 12
tons for 42 ounces.

E. 0. Craddock (Ora Blanda) 5 tons for 22
ounces.

J. Stearn (Ora Banda) 15 tons for 45 ounces.
W. J. Matthews (Wiluna) 4 tons for 16

ounces; dollied 4. ounces and a further crush-
ing of 10 tons for 21 ounces.

Merry and 0'Neil (Aft. Magnet) dollied 22
ounces.

Fallon and Son (Coolgardie) 25 tons for 40
ounces.

H. Me~furray (Cue) treated 80 lbs. by Ber-
dan pan for 29 ounces.

Wilson and Drew (Loverton) dollied 329
ounces.

P. 'M. Finnegan (Laverton) one ton for 21
ounces and dollied 55 ounces.

Black and Field (Kalgoorlie) 1/1 cwt. for 33
ounces.

11. 11. and H. A. Cole (Laverton) dollied 40
ounes.

G. J. P. Hlamnmond (Coolgaidie) treated 3cr-
clan pail and obtained 22 ounces.

R. Saunders & So,. at Morley's Find were
on the scme sonc time ago. They hlave a
fair sllow at Morley., and dluring this year
have treated 1 ewt. for 46 ounces, 100 lbs.
for 25 ounces, 27 tons for 167 ounces, and 2
tons for H5 ozs. They repaid the department
£130.

These facts give hlln members some idea
of what prospectors are doing in their own
small way in gold production which was
initiated throughI the prospecting scheme
established by my predecessor, the late Mr.
'Munsie.

Increased activity in the production of
base metals was recorded during 1938. Ex-
ploratory operations are being continued at
Yampi Sound, and undoubtedly a fine de-
posit of highi-grade iron ore has been dis-
closed. It is expected that the war will
stimulate mining for certain classes of base
metals.

With regard to State batteries I have some
interesting figures. There has been a good
deal of talk in this Chamber and outside

as to reduction of State battery charges.
Notwithstanding the considerable increase
iii wages and salaries and cost of commo-
dities, there has been no increase in crush-
ing charges since 1909. 1 have obtained
from the department figures dealing with the
scheme since 1938. At the close of that
year there were 24 plants in commission, and
these treated during that year 108,966 tons
for 80,033 ozs., of bullion. At Marble Bar
and Boogardie, mills have been increased to
ten head; and at other plants many improve-
ments have been installed. I now give fig-
ures relating to State batteries from their
inepltion, about the year 1808, to the 31st
lDeeember, 1938-

Expenditure
Depreciation
Interest 

."
Sinking fund

Less Revenue

£ s. d.
2,350,310 10 1

413,092 6 0
535,264 0 0
126,948 14 6

3,425,615 10 7
2,248,672 4 1

£1,176,943 6 6

Total capital expenditure £524,497 5 3

Year ended 31st December, 1938.

Expenditure
Depreciation
Initerest -

Sinking Fund

Less Revenue

Loss --

Cartage subsidy

£E 8.d.
*- -- 112,557 0 9

- -- 9,157 8 1
.. 19,146 0 0

* -- 1,234 0 0

142,094 8 10
-- .- 124,179 11 11

E 17,914 16 11

£14,9571l2s. 8d. and capi-
tal expenditure £12,408 10s. Ild-are not
included in the foregoing figuales.

While on the goldfields it was noticeable
to me that many prospectors and others
wvere under the impression that the depart-
ment received the full amount of 2 dwts. .9
gins. as its tailing treatment charge. That
is not so. Our extraction in regard to tail-
ings is 75 per cent, and thus the actual
aMount received by us is 1 dwt. 18 grns.,
which is 15 per cent. of the 2 dwts. 8 grn.
In many cases of course, the tailing pro-
duced does not assay 2 dwts. 8 grn .
In 1938 only 52.89 per cent, was worth that
amount, while 43.95 per cent averaged only
1 dwt 10 grns., and 3.16 per cent, contained
too much copper to be treated. It is my
intention to amend the existing regulations
regarding this matter in order to make it
quite clear that the department charges only
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1 dwvt., 18 grns., fine gold, and not 2 dwts.,
Sgins.

With regard to inspection of mines, an
additional inspector for ventilation purposes
has been added to the staff, and special
equipment has been purchased. The depart-
ment's policy is to make the mines as safe
from accident and disease as is humanly pos-
sible, and we are receiving every possible
assistance in this regard from managements
and men.

In addition to the School of Mines at
Kalgoorlie, we have now established schools
at both Wiluna and Norseman. By this
means it is hoped to provide a regular
supply of trained men for the technical
posts available in the industry. At one time
it was common for the Minister for Mines
to lbe signing the death warrant of a poor
miller suffering from miners' phthisis and
silicosis. I am glad to be able to state that
such eases are now rare.

I have personally visited most of the gold-
fields this year, and have beeni particularly
impressed with the efforts being made to
treat low-grade ore profitably. The price of
gold has steadily increased, and is today
fixed at £8 8s. sterling, or £C10 13s, in Aus-
tralian currency. The Commonwealth excise
of course reduces the price to £9 15s. 6d. re-
ceivable by the producer. The department's
policy of financially assisting struggling
mines has been continued], and it is pleaqsin~g
to record that two of the largZer properties
assisted, viz. Tindals and Celebration, came
into production this year, and are employ-
ing large numbers of men.

During my trip I was also struck by the
modern conveniences installed for men on
the mines. Having visited several of the
big mines, I was much impressed by the
facilities that are now afforded to employees
to preserve their health. The department
had been concerned by several accident eases
occasioned by carb~on monoxide, and decided
to learn whether it was possible to obtain a
rescue mask. After negotiating with an
English firm we ascertained that a mask for
rescue work was procurable. I had an op-
p~ortunity to exhibit such a mask, bitt the
outbreak of war has prevented the depart-
mnent from, as yet, procuring Supplies of the
appliance.

In examining statistics, our attention was
drawn to the numerous accidents resulting
iii head injury. Dutring my trip I found
that at the Big Bell mine a safety hat had

been adopteI. I brought the matter to the
attention of the Chamber of Mines, which
has agreed that these safety bats should be
used. A regulation has been drafted making
it obligatory on all companies to furnish
every man working underground with a
safety hat. These hats are also being asked
for in the Collie coal mines. The introduc-
tionr of this safeguard will effect a large re-
duction in head injuries, especially in the
gold mines. The formation of safety com-
mittees by the miners will also operate in the
direction of continuously lessening the nuns-
her of accidents in general.

I am very glad to be able to report that
the mining industry continues to be prosper-
ous. All things considered, I believe we can
look forward to a further period of
prosperity in gold mnining. The increase in
the price of the metal hasgiven the industry
an opportunity to exploit low-grade areas
wvhich, as men familiar with our goldfields
are aware, have long been lying idle. How-
ever, with capital the low-grade ores have
now been developed. I have pleasure in sub-
mitting the Mines Estimates.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.45]:
It was pleasing to listen to the Minister's
introduction of these Estimates. There is
no doubt that the goldmining industry is
recognised by all lion. members as being a
wonderful asset to the State, inasmuch as
it has Jbeen instrumentall in absorbing large
numbers of men who would otherwise have
been unemployed and consequently a lia-
bility instead of ain asset to the State. We
can accordingly be most thankful for the
existence of the goidmining industry. From
time to time I have endeavoured to prevail
upon Ministers who have held the portfolio
of Mines to recog-nise the fact that the Act
governing the industry is badly in need of
reconstruction. My efforts up to date have
beens of no avail. Seemingly they are not
likely to be effective. There has been no
mention of any prospective legislation;
there will certainly he none introduced this
session, but if the industry is all we have
calculated it to be and if we recog-nise its
importance, it is high time something wvas
done to revolutionise the Act. There are
not many More memnber% interested in the
Statute, because not many represent the
goldmining industry.

Mr. Patrick: It is a very old Act.
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Mr. MARSHALL: It dates back to 1904.
Fortunately this year there are one or two
additional members in the Chamber inter-
ested in this matter, and 1 am hoping that
by virtue of increased pressure we shall get,
something done. It is no use members
imagining that this industry can continue to
flourish unless we give some protection to
those investing large sumis of money in
it. As the Minister has pointed 0ot, tonl-
nage has increased, together with values,
but the money invested is not increasing,
and that is the point to which we must
give serious consideration. I am informed
that today a bar of gold could not be sold
in England, because investors have become
sceptical. That is due in the main to mar-
ket manipulation and rigging and the flota-
tion of what we call wildcat propositions.
I understand that the New South Wales
Mining Act was amended several years ago
in a manner that gives sonic guarantee to
those investing capital in the industry, the
prospectus as submitted to the public hay-
ing to be reasonably true and correct. If
anyone attempts to float a proposition that
is not genuine and not in accord with the
prospectus lie is liable at law And ean be.
subjected to heavy penalties. For somec un-
known reason, while the industry enjoyed
the advantage of having a large investment
of capital, the then Minister for -Mines
visited England. I respectfully suggest there
was no occasion for any visit at that time.
and I am sorry to say I do not think the
visit was materially valuable from the point
of view of inspiring further investments.
Time has demonstrated that fact. I do not
know that there has been any period in1
Ihe history of the industry in Western Aus-
tralia when investors from other countries
needed so much enCOUragerr2nt through
amended legislation to continue investing in
the industry as they need today. The time
is not far distant when some of the mines
must of necessity be worked out, and if
we have not a steady flow of capital into

th nuty its prosperity will he a thing
of the past, as is the case in most of the
other States. To amend the Mining Act is
more opportune now than at any previous
time, and a visit to England by some min-
ing authority from Western Australia would
do more good than any former visit ever
did.

The Minister for Mines: You cannot get
money from England now.

Mr. MARSHALL: We are not hoping
that the wvar and the consequent restric-
tions placed upon the export of capita] will
continue for a long time.

The Minister for Mines: Are you trying
to get rid of me?

Mr. MARSHALL: I would not care who
went; but I think the first job of the Min-
ister is to amend the Mining Act. Unless
that were done it would be of no use any-
one going to England to try to encourage
investments. The Act has been in operation
since 1904. Only minor amendments have
becn made, and the measure is as obsolete
as it could possibly be- I venture to sug-
gest that one-third of the contents of the
Act could be repealed. A complete redraft-
ing is necessary. The Act is so badly framned
that one has difficulty in ascertaining what
is and what is not the law regarding the
industry. It is in a deplorable state, and
comprehensive aniendmnents should be made.
Otherwise wre are not likely to encourage
investors to put further capita! in the in-
dustry. That so much apathy should be dis-
played is deplorable. If we value the industry
we should do something-, and time is the
essence of the contract. I respectfully sug-
gest again to the Minister that, whether it is
distasteful to him or not, the obligaion is
upon him to do something, and I hope he will
get his departmental officers to wvork on
amending the Act.

I havc also endeavoured to persuade pre-
vious Ministers, as well as the present Min-
ister, to recognise the fact that the Act needs
to he amended in another direction. The
Minister spoke of the prosperity of the in-
dustry, referring to the amount of wealth it
had created; but there is a sad talc to be
told when another side of the picture is
viewed. We cannot tell the actual number
of men who have lost their lives in the pro-
duction of gold in Western Australia. Out-
side of those killed by accident there are
many- thousands who have died from the
diseases peculiar to this industry; and
they have died at a very early age.
I have repeatedly asked Ministers to
doa something in the waiy of amending the
Act to provide for the proper ventilation of
mines. The most remarkable fact is that a
big company after having bored its proposi-
tion and found the dip and the width of the
lode can send draftsmen into the office to
draw a working plan for stoping out or
mining out that proposition, but it is not
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obliged to submit to the Minister, side by
-side with those plans, some positive and
definite scheme of ventilating the mine. This
is one of the most important aspects of the
industry from the worker's point of view.
We allow the companies to continue opera-
tions until they get the mines worked down
toD great depths, then the inspector complains
about the ventilation. To do anything at
that period, however, involves considerable
expense, and that is the usual excuse ad-
vanced. The preservation of the health of
the men employed in this industry should be
a consideration at the outset, and all persons
proposing to operate in a big way should be
obliged, when they are drawing up their
plans for the mining of the ore, to submit
to the Minister plans for the proper ventila-
tion of the mines. If we insisted on that the
cost would be gradual and unnoticeable.
Failing that, xve will allow them to continue
ruining the lives of thousands of young men.
Every time an effort has been made by an
inspector to secure proper ventilation and
sanitation the reply has been made that to
provide those facilities would he too costly.
The Minister has a responsibility to see that
something is (lone in this connection.

Time and again I have made mention of
the provisions relating to the forfeiture of
leases. Every man with experiene of the
industry knows full well that there are v'ery
valuable blocks of land kept out of a state
of productivity because men will not apply
for their forfeiture. Men will not apply
for a forfeiture by others who are their col-
leagues and friends. I tell the Mlinister
what I have told his predecessors, that there
is nothing harmful and unfair in amendin~g
the Act to make it possible for an inspector
of mines to call upon any lessee or holder of
a prospecting area to show cause why his
proposition should not be forfeited. Upon
being informed that a certain lease was not
being worked, the inspector could by per-
sonal investig-ation soon satisfy himself as
to whether it had or hod not been worked
within a few days of his examination. He
could then call upon the lessee to go to the
court and show cause why the lease should
not be forfeited. If n mnn is not comply' ing
with the Act, hie should not be entitled to,
hold the lease any longer. For the second
time since he took office I ask the Minister
to give consideration to this matter. Many
valuable blocks, are remaining in a state of
unprodnetivity because men will not stoop
to apply for forfeiture and thus earn for

themselves the title of professional junipers.
The obligation to make such application
should not be placed on theni. Inspeotors
continually tour these districts and if
authority were given them they would be
able to call upon lessees to show cause why
their blocks should not be forfeited. If the
industry is to carry on, the matters to which
I have referred should receive urgent atteit-
tion. We cannot allow the industry to de-
cline to the state it was in before thle lprice
of gold increased. If we do so the results
will be tragic because the possibilities of
experiencing a new revival will be remnote.
T ask the Minister to look at the New South
Wales Act and see whether he cannot adopt
from it certain sections dealing with the
prevention of the flotation of "wild cats".
Secondly, I want him to see that all com-
panies first submit a plan of ventilation
before commencing operations, and, thirdly,
I want him to give inspectors of mines
authority to call upon any lessee to show
cause why his block should not be forfeited.

Mr. Patrick: As is done under the Land
Act.

Mr. MARSHALL: I believe that sort of
thing applies under the Land Act. This is
not too much to ask of the Minister. If
ever he takes proper hold of the Mining Act,
he will find that one-third of it can be east
aside. Its sections are obsolete, and have
out-lived their usefulness. The Act should
be remodelled in such a way as to separate
the different minerals. We should not have
gold mixed up with lead and other metals,
oil, coal, etc., all dealt with by hundreds
of regulations. A man would require to be
a Philadelphian lawyer to understand the
Act and the regulations, and no one could
he suire of doing so even then. The industr~y
is too imlportant to be administered by legis-
lation that is in such bad condition as is this.

I wish to deal, too, with the health of the
men working in and around the plant at
Wiluna. This is as much a matter of tha
health of the men as it is of the mining ;n-
dustry itself. I have been in consultation
with medical men in the city. I think the
Minister knows Dr, Hislop, who has given
particular attention to this question. Many
of the men working in and around the
plant at Wiluna arc suffering from poison
emanating from the arsenic plant and the
treatment plant. Doctors have informed me
that this is the only place in the world
where such a position is active. They have
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no guide and nothing to refer to from which
to get a lead, In consequence, men are ruined
in health and are getting no compensation.
MKedical men at Wiluna are too busy attend-
ing to their patients to deal with this par-
ticular phase. They have suggested to me
that the Mfinister should send a special man
to Wiluna, to remain there for a period
and study a these eases. He would then
be able to diagnose the effect of arsenical
poisoning, and compile statistics to show
how it affected some men and not others.
The object of the investigation would be
to ensure that the men affected were pro-
perlv compensated for being incapacitated.
MAen; are compensated for practically every
oilier mining diseasie. I amil told the State
Insurance Office is paying compensation un-
fairly in some eases, and in other eases is
unfairly denying compensation. It is no use
depwnding on local doctors, when a specialist
is required to give careful and lengthy con-
sideration to the matter. I understand that on
the lead mines in the Eastern States compen-
sation is given in special eases. The authori-
ties there have precedents to follow. In
the mines of that State some men can resist
lead poisoning- and are able to continue their
work, but others very quickly fall victims
to the trouble. Compensation laws have
been passed in New South Wales, where every
care is taken to prevent trouble, and when it
occurs the men are fairly compensated.
Something is required to be done urgently
at Wiluna, and the "Minister should give
consideration to the matter. If hie will con-
fer with the officers of the State Insurance
Office and Dr. Hislop and others, he will
get valuable information from them. A-
though the industry is a valuable one, I
hold that the health of the workers is the
first consideration. From the point of view
of humanity that consideration should be
given. I have watched thousands of strong
young men enter the industry, last a few
years, then live anl agonising life for a few
years, and die. The ventilation of our minies
must be improved, and a proper investiga-
tion must be made into the conditions of men
working on the Wiluna mines. I am pleased
that the industry is flourishing so well. It
has been of great value to the State, and I
do not know what would have happened
during the depression but for the industry.
it has absorbed many thousands of men
who would have been a liability upon the
State, and provided employment for thou-

sands of people elsewhere than in the in-
dus try. It has been of untold benefit and
profit to W~estern Australia, The amend-
ments I have suggested to the M~ining Act
are urgently wecessary, and I hope the
Minister will give serious consideration to
them.

MR. TRIAT (Aft. Magnet) [10.8] : I
agree with the member for Murehison that
the Mining Act is long overdue for a dlosc
examination. I did not know that the dulli-
culty with respect to hog~is compljanies could
he overcome by amending that Act, and
thought it would have to be done hy amend-
ing the Companies Act; but it it canl he
done by the means sugugested, it oughlt to
be done during the next session of Parlia-
ment. I have had a lot of experience of
mining companies and bogus flotations in
this State and elsewhere. Mlen who have
posed as honourable mining engineers, some
of them operating in Western Australia,
have been anything but honest in the opin-
ions they have expressed. They have made
statements that proved to be false. One min-
ing- engineer reported recently onl a big pro-
position near Kalgoorlie. 'Re showed that
the lode was protruding from the ground
for a distance of over a mile and wvas apl-
proximately 10 feet in width. The amount of
ore that hie said was in sight was exten-
sive, and he Considered the values to be
fairly good. His reports were made in detail.
After the company had spent between
£30,000 anti £40,000 it failed to producee
one ton oif pay' able ore. That engineer should
be imprisoned. T hope the Act will be
amended to prevent men of that description
engaging themselves as miningy engineers,
arid making fal'se -reports of that nature.
Many instances of the kind could be quoted.

The Mining Act was quite anl efficient
piece of legislation in the old days when
the workings were more or less alluvial, hiut
now that we have so many deep mines it
is of very little avail. The Mines Henila-
tion Act is of greater importance than is
the Mining Act, which deals for the mnost
p~art with leases. I strongly support the
member for Murchison in his request that
a closer examination should he made into
the health of the men cngruizvd in mining.
As a member of the Mine Workers' Rplief
Fund Board, which handles men who have
been turned out of the industry for health
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reasons, I have had a good deal of ex-
perience of this sort of thing. The figures
taken front the laboratory show that num-
bers of men are still contracting miiners'
phthisis. Before members can understand
the position they should know what pmu
cedure is followed. Prior to 1926 any inan
could get a job in a mine, for no considera-
tion was paid either to his physique or hi-s
health. He went below and worked, and
when he was too ill to work, hie left tie
industry. In 1926 the examination of men
began. Before a manl was taken on to work
in the mines he had to undergo a thorou.gh
physical examination by a qualified doctor,
and in addition his lungs were X-raycd at
the laboratory. If thefeC were the slight-
est signs of pleurisy or pneunionia, thme manl
was excluded from the industry. Every
one had to ha physically perfect, and any
person wtxho did not come up to the Stan-
dard was refused employment in the iii-
dustry.

After 13 years one would expect that
all the old miners would have left the
industry or have died as a result of miners'
complaint, and that those who wvere left
would be physically fit. Judg-ing by the
examination that has taken place, however .
it appears that eases of early s-ilicosis are
constantly being- found. That is quite
wrong. It is wrong because companies are
not making sufficient provision for ventila-
tion. It is not wrong onl account of the
incidence of mining because there. arc no
mining operations that will not cause dust
to be liberated, dust that leads to miners'
phithisis. There is no known method of'
dealing with the trouble except b 'y ventila-
tion, by pure air. South Africa is far in
advance of Western Australia in these mat-
ters, and it has been shown there that evenl
though the air in the mines is as clear as
is the air in this Chamber, it contains
minulte particles of dust that are 150 times
too small to he detected by the eye, and
dust that in still air takes six hours to sink
5 feet. That air is continually sprayed with
very fine water sprays, in the endeavour to
reduce the amount of dust content, but the
results are not to be compared with what
happens when clean pure air is admitted.
The clean air takes the dust away, because
the dust is so fine that it has become a gas.
Mining companies put down a shaft for
developmental work without any thought of

future ventilation. What they depend onl is
the venturi system. That is a system
whereby air is forced into a pipe which
has an outlet, and that air is driven into
the workings. Ooc can feel the air
when stnding in front of the nozzle
and people imagine th at they art,
breathing clean, fresh, wholesome air. Ex-
periments, however, have shown that actually
the system is only circulating bad air, and
iii many instances the air contains anl
accumulation of dust. In fact, the air is
f ull of dust. If sufficient f resh air was
travelling through the mines, there would be
no dust content, and the air would be clean
throughout. Two ventilation officers only
are employed by the Government. They arc
thoroughly competent men, but the3- have
long distances to travel, and cannot bie on
aniy mine all the time. As they examine
various inines they make reports, and by
that mneans the position is gradually being
clarified. They cannot, however, be expected
to do impossibilities. Commenting onl a
mnine in Wiluna, Mr. Brisbane, the ventila-
tion expert, on page 32 of thme M)ines Dc-
piltinent's annual report states-

The main ventilation of the larger piroducers
is in very fair order. There is some trouble
on the wrest lode of the Wilun Mfine. Some
of the stopiiigs involved are in workings thalt
are now inaccessible, and restoration of the
system will probably be difficult. The cornnec-
tion of the Happy Jack shaft on the 1,800ft.
level, which is now being made, may help time
ventilation of the wvest lode.

That sort of thing, should not occur in ainy
mine of consequence. A proper ventilation
system -should be carried out everywhere on
the mines. I can well understand that a
mine manager who is pashed for cash 'nay
say, "We~r will forget about ventilation; it
'trill cost a lot of money; we can pick it up
later." It is impossible to pick up the
von tilation later. If our milling laws pro-
vided that, before a mine could be oporated,
adequate provision was made for ventilation
we would overcome the difficulty.

There is another matter to 'tvhiehi I desire
to refer. I am a member of the safety corn-
mittee. That consists of representatives of
the Chamber of M11ines, inspectors of mines,
and of the union. The committee meets
about once a month and discusses matters
appertaining to the health and safet :y of men
working in the mines. It is an efficient com-
mittee and has done a lot of good work.
The analytica] chiemist, Mr. Dodd, who was
referred to by the member for Yilgarn.
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Coolgardie (71r. Lambert), hats placeed a
proposition before the committee to deal
with the nitrous fumes given off by the blast.
In his opinion, those fumes are responsible
for the loss of lives in the mines. Mfen die
rapidly in badly ventilated winzes or ends.
They can go there to work and, without the
slightest warning, collapse and die as a re-
sit of poison from the fumes. Mr. Dodd
considers he has a method of combating the
fumes and] some months ago hie gave a
(Iemonstratioa before the committee with
the use of bullets that are inserted in the
holes when they are discharged. The result
is that the bulilets give off ammonia gas,
whichi nullifies the effects of the nitrous
poison gas. If we have not been alet
to make a thorough examination of thie
proposition because the Government has
not the adequate appliances with which
to carry out the test, I consider that
when men's lives are at stake, all haste
should he cxereised in securing what appli-
ances are necessary. That should he done,
and if the test should prove satisfactory, In
my opinion, many of the poison eases that
are reported from time to time could be
eliminated from the industry. I feel stile
that the Minister will (10 all hie can as
speedily as possible to ensure that the venti-
lation of the mines is adequate. If that is
done, there will he no miners' phthisis re-
ported in Western Australia. Regarding the
incidence of miners' diseases, members will
find a further reference in Inspector Bris-
bane's annual report on ventilation in
mines, as follows:-

One fuming accident with fatal results t
two men occurred during the year, and thee
wcre a few eases in which men were seriously
affected. One of the meii referred to above
lost his life in attempting to Suve the other.

That refers lo the man I mentioned earlier
regarding the effects of the fumes. As to the
incidence of miners' pbithisis itself, the par-
ticulars of the 13th examination made in
1938 show that the number of men suffering
from silizosis early, previously reported as
nonnal, totalled 13, while those formerly
reported as silicosis early aggregated 266, or
a total of 279 mnen out of an aggregate
of 7,141 examined, are definitely doomed
to he silicotie advanced eases within the
next two or three years. Even if the
ventilation of the mines is improved within
the next year or two, those men are doomed
to that fate. That indicates the incidence
of the disease. If they were not to leave

the mines suffering from silicosis advanced,
12 months hence they would become sufferers
from silicosis plus tuberculosis. That is a
position dangerous not only to the industry
but to the whole community. If they are
pulled out of the industry, they become
classed as T.B. miners, and within the next
three years will become a burden on the
taxpayers of the State. 'Moreover, they will
he a danger to the community at large. The
number of men suffering from tuberculosis
has fallen away, and people are apt to think
that the incidence of the disease is not as
great as it was. The faet is that tuber-
culosis has decreased only because men are
now taken out of the mines before reaching
that stage and are paid compensation ac-
cordingly. Under the old Act, they had to
remain in the mines until they were do-
finitolv tubercular before they could claim
compensation. Whatever can be done to im-
prove the ventilation of the mines should
be accomplished with all haste in order to
improve the conditions of the industry. 'No
mine should be allowed to operate without a
plan of ventilation being drawn up. Only
then should development be allowed to take
place. Any steps along that line will have
my support, and anything that the member
for Murehison (Mr. Marshall) seeks to
achieve to improve conditions in the in-
dustry will equally have my aid. The in-
dustry- is a wonderful asset to the State. It
provides employment for a laige number of
men at a reasonably decent wage. Irrespec-
tive of whether the mine-owners can afford
the expenditure, they are reqnuired to pay
the prescribed wage. The miner usually
spends all he gets. If he earns £10 or £12
a week, he spends it all, and his money is
in circulation. I trust that the Government
will lose no oppodiunity to improve the con-
ditions in the industry. I support the Vote.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbarra) [10.11] : I
desire briefly to refer to the necessity for
stimulating prospecting- in the Pilbara dis-
trict. For some years past the Government
has carried out a prospecting scheme on the
Murchison and the eastern gal lflld.; with a
fair measure of success. I have recivef a
number of requests from prospectors And
others in the Pilbara district for the ex-
tension of the scheme to Mfarbi' Bar amid
Nullagine. The Government has given evid-
ence of its confidence in the possibilities of
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mining in that part of the State, by increas-
ing the capacity of the State battery at
Marble Bar and subsidising the erection of
a battery at Nutlagine. I believe that if the
prospecting scheme were extended to the Pui-
bara districts, results would justify that
step. Recently I received informatiun to ihe
effect that a private party intended to eret
a battery 46 miles east of Nullagine at a
centre known as Eastern Creek. Gradually
the number of prospectors in the ar-n is
increasing. On perusing the "West Austra-
lian" of the 4th November last, I was inter-
ested in a paragraph dealing with the pro-
posed stimulation of the goidmining in-
dustry, which read:-

Following the receipt of a telegram from Sir
David Rivett (chief executive officer of the
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research),
the- Western Australian State committee of
time Council yesterday discussed means by
'which gold production in. this State could
be stimulated. A sub-comnmittee consisting of
Professor E. de C. Clarke (Professor of Geo-
logy in the University of Western Australia),
M~r. IFT. Bowley (Acting Government Analyst
and Minerologist), and Mr. F. 0. Brinsden
(manager of the South Kalgurli gold mine)
was appointed to examine formns of investiga-
tion which might lead to increased production
of gold and other Minerals.

Professor Clarke emphasised the importance
of further geological surveys being made in time
Various mining areas in Western Australia.
The State Geological Survey Department, lie
said, had investigated the Vilgarn and Layer-
ton areas and the results of the surveys had
revolutionised ideas on the occurrence of gold
in relation to time geological structure of the
country.

I do not know the extent of its powers or
its functions, but I presume the comm,'.1fee
will ant in close co-operation with the Mines
Department of 'Western Australia.

Th0 Minister for Mines: If so, it will be
the first time that a Commonwealth commit-
tee has done so.

Mr. Wm. HTEGNEY: I trust that will he
done, because otherwise the results of the
committee's work wvill ilot hie as effective as
they would he if flint hodly worked in co-
operation with the officials of the State
Mines Department. I. hope that if there
is any such investigation, then Minister will
do what he can to extend it to the Pilbara
district.

Mr. Patrick: Was the tax on gold one
of the stimulantst

Mr. W. HEGNEY: No, hut the Com-
monwealth Government, which certainly im-
posed that tax, appointed the committee

shortly after that impost had been levelled
upon the gold mining industry. The fact
that the Pilbara and Nullagine districts are
so far removed from the Eastern goldfields
should not deter the authorities from de-
voting attention to them. Another point
to which I shall make reference concerns
the visit of the laboratory to Marble Bar.
Over 100 mon are employed on the Comet
Gold Mine and on the adjoining property
known as MeKinnion's lease. I am led to
believe that when the laboratory visited
Marble Bar in September, 1938, many men
in the outlying districts were not notified of
the fact, wvith the result that those en-
gaged in the industry were not examined.
As quite a number of newcomers have ap
peared in the district during the last 12
nionths and as an examination is essen-
tial, I trust that the Minister will see that
if it is not practicable for the laboratory
to visit Marble Bar by the end of this, year,
it will do so early in the new year

Vote put and passed.

tFotc-Mdedical, £C41,140:

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A. If. Panton-Leederville) (10.201]: The
Public Health Department is composed of
three sections known as the medical, public
health and mental hospitals branches. The
medical branch governs the administration
of' all hospitals, medical and relative mat-
ters; the public health branch deals with
sanitation and health matter., generally, and
the functions of the mntnal hospitals hranch
are s5elf-explanatory. The latter branch has
been under jay administration for some
months past. The administration of the medi-
cal section is rendered extremely difficult
owing' to the vast and sparsely populated area
Of the State throughout which hospitals are
established from. Wyndham in the north to
Esperance in the south. The magnitude of
the work carried out can be gauged by the
fact that the State's hospital services are:
borne by no Tess than 01 scattered institu-
tions. The departmen 't depends entirely
upon the national hospital fund for the
maintenance and building of hospitals. For
the financial year ended the 30th June.
1939, the hospital tax produced £E264,074
and hospital fees rielded £49,914, mak-
ing a total of £313,083. To this must
be added Treasury grants fromn the previous
year. As at the 30th June, 16a9, there was
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a credit balance of £:2,6S4 in the fund, bul.
against this there were numerous works iii
hand or to be carried out. It may he in-
teresting to members if I submit for their
information a table showingl the amount of
the hospital tax collected during the years
from 1 31-1932 to 19.38-39 together with
particulars of expenditure from the hospita:.
fund under the headings of administration
and collection, maintenance and( buildings,
respeetively. The details are a, follows:-

Expenditure From Hogpital Fund.

Year.
Tax I Ad,nlnls-A8

Collected. r. tr.o & jMainten- lu~ip
Collection anie. Bidn

1931-32 .. 183,885 4,049 123202 4,340
1932-as 146.042 4,286 132,344 12,775
1933-34 .. 154.237 3,259 1,51,752 e:r
1934-35 ... 183,39S 4,040 168,2-56 17,834
1935-80 .... 208,580 4,223 190,882 25,OOD1938-37 .... 234,599 4,566 212,736 20,207
1087-38 245,659 4,678 218,361 33.782
193&-39 1. 264,072 4,481 259,963 38.643

Thorn 1934-35 onwards the hospitals have re-
ceived certain grants fromt the Treasury,
mainly towards buildings; and in the year
first named £C15,000; last year £25,000. In
1931-32 the total beds occupied were 1,256;
the aggregate maintenance costs amiounted
to £213,690 and patients' fees collected
amiounted to £85,967. In 1033'-39 the total
beds occupied were 1,838.8; the aggre-
gate maintenance costs amounted to £434,710,
and patients' fees collected amounted to
1173,1,52. Thle tremendous increase in the
cost of inainienance was brought about
largely by the nurses' award, which, among
other things, provided for a reduction of
hour33.

jlti. Marshall :Who was responsible for
that?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
NKurses' Association, like other good unions.
That is, the position. No new hospitals were
opened (luring- the year, but many improve-
ments were made to existing hospitals, somie
of them of a major character includin:-

(1) Extensive additions and re-modelling of
the old section of the Busseltonl Hospital at
a cost of necarly £10,000.

(2) Replacement of portions of the IKal-
goorlie Hospital which Were destroyed by fire
early last year at a cost of approximately
£2_9,000.

(3) A new children's ward at Geraldtoa
costing £2,000.

(4) Additions to the children's wyard at
Kalgoorlie costing £2,000.

The new block ait the iKing Edward Hospital
costing between £65,000 and £75,000 is near-
ing comletion and will be opened shortly;
tomorrow week, as a matter of fact. In
addition, works have been carried out or are
inl course of construction at many other hos-
pitals, including the followin:-

Extensive additions to the nurses' quarters
at the Frenmantle Hospital and additional ward
accommodation, including provision fur inter-
mediate cases (the Alex. 'McCallum Memorial
Ward).

Extensive additions to the Kellerberrin,
Southern Cross, Pingelly, Mount Magnet and
Lake Grace Hospitals.

Additions ad improvements to the Laver-
tonI Roebounu, Reedy and Tamnbellup HEospi-
tals.

Ani X-Ray roomt at the Wagin Hospital.
Sewerage installation at and renovations to

the WVyndhan Iosnital.
Stat! quarters at Mount Barker.
At Beverley and Corrigia private houses

have been purchased, and by this means excl-
lent staff accommodation has been obtained at
a low Post

Practically the whole of the works carried
out during the year and referred to have
been made possible only by the assistance of
mioneys raised locally and donations made by
the Lotteries Commission. Work has coni-
inenced on the first section of a comiprehen-
sive programme for the re-building of
the Perth Hospital at a cost of approxi-
mnately £425,000. It is expected that this
work will take approximately three years to
complete; when it is completed, we arc hope-
fill that arrangements will be made for the
completion of the whole of the re-building
programmne, the total estimated cost of which
is between £:700,000 and £800,000. At
Marble Bar the small hospital has been con-
ducted for many years by the Australian
Inland Mission; but with thle large increase
in mining operations and a consequent in-
crease in population, representatives of the
Australian Inland Mission have requested
that the hospital he taken over hy the De-
partiment. After discussion the Department
agreed to assume control on the 1st Septem-
ber, 1939.

Considerable additional expenditure in
connection with the maintenance of the
nursing staffs at all public hospitals has
beenm caused by amendments to the Nurses'
Award in August, 1938, and by recent basic
wage increases. We have heard repeated
criticism of the fact that the people of Perth
do not sufficiently support their local hos-
pitat; and I am not averse to such criticism,
as I believe it is fully justified. My experi-
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ence, however, is that it is much easier to
interest country people in hospital matters
than people in the city, and I think the
reason is that in most country centres the
hospital is looked upon as the people's own.
Anyone and everyone is entitled to admit-
tance to a country hospital when requiring
medical attention, wvhilst in Perth the hos-
pital caters only for those in indigent cir-
cumstances. Consequently, Perth Hospital
has, over a long period of years, been looked
upon, as a Governmental institution. In
addition, this hospital is a training centre
for doctors and nurses, and it has been very
difficult to obtain a starting point to develop
that interest which is so prominent in coun-
try districts. I suggest, hiowever, that
despite that lack of interest by Perth
people, no justification exists for not pro-
viding hospital facilities and accommodation
for those cases which are treated there at
present.

The expenditure from the Hospital Fund
last year on building, equipment and main-
tenance on all the 91 State hospitals was
£293,686 5s., of which £E156,807 15s, was ex-
pended onl country hospitals, and £141,768
10s. on hospitals in the metropolitan and
neighbouring districts, including the King
Edward Memorial Hospital, tile Perth, Fre-
mantle and Children's Hospitals, the Dental
Hospital and the Home of Peace. The
maintenance of these hospitals is an
ever-growving problem, and I DIm not sais-
fled thai we are obtaining the maximum
efficienev for the a mount cxp~ended. I sug-
gest the time has arrived when a complete
survey should be made of hospital require-
nients to ascertain the best means for pro-
vidingl for and niaintaining them. In MY
opinlionl, there arc altogether too many smnall
hospitals in the State. One must admit that
a few years ago they were necessary, owing
mainly to difficulties of transport and other
drawbacks nf thnse times; hut now, with
our excellent roads and modern speedy
means of transport, it seems to me that the
most efficient method of treating the sick is
to have a more up-to-date central hospital in
certain districts, and casualt 'y or clearing
stations within a defined radius served by
an up-to-date ambulance which would he
stationed at the central hospital. At present
hospitals are scattered throughout the State
with an average of less than two beds; yet
it is essential to maintain a staff-seldom
less than five-to carry them on. If, how-
ever, I suggest that they ought to be closed

down, and that a nearby hospita I-some-
tunies ten, and twenty miles distant-be used,
immediate indignation is expressed, meetings
are called, and deputations headed by the
member for the district concerned wait upou
the Minister. I can, of course, understand
that once a hospital is established it is diffi-
cult to impress upon the people the desir-
ability of closing it, bt. I am quite con-
vinced that a recons truc tion of our ideas onl
hospital administration is essential if we
are to take advantage of the progress made
in road construction and in niodern trans-
port for the attainment of efficient, up-to-
dlate hospital services.

The medical service, which is affiliated
with the hospital services, is carrying out
wonderful work in the North of our State.
Thle extension of this service itud the more
efficient, way in which it is administered have
been largely due to the appointment of full-
time mnedical officers in the North-West cen-
tres, which move was made about five years
ago and has been fully justified. By the in-
troduction of this new system, instead of
subsidising doctors to practise in the varioua
centres, local communities are receiving a far
better miedical service at no greater cost !o
the department, and the new systemn is fully
appreciated by the people in the northern
centres. UntR recently the doctor at Fort
Hedland looked after both Port Hedland
and Mlarble Bar, but owving to the increas!
inl minling operations at Marble Bar and th2
consequemit large increase in popuilation, the
muediecal work at this centre has been taken
from the dlistrict. medical officer at Port
Tiedhand. and a district medical officer has
been appointed for the M1arble Bar district,
Thus w~e have added another brass Plate to
Ihe "HTarley-street of the North". Fees
earned by these doctors are collected by the
department and paid into revenue in the
same way as are hospital charges. in con-
Junction with the doctors appointed at Port
Tfopclalad and Wyndham, aeriail medical ser-
rices have been continued. The flying ser-
vice at Port Hedland is controlled by the
Western Australian section of the Aerial
Medical Services, and at Wyndham by the
Victorian section of the Aerial Medical Ser-
vices. The actual flying services have been
interrupted at Port Hedland owing to the
destruction of the aeroplane and hangar by
a storma which struck the town early in the
year. Arrangements have however now been
completedI for the supply of ak new aero-
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plane. The "Firing D~octor" services, or-to
use the correct and official title-the "North-
West M1edical Servies" are now widely
known throughout Australia. A few months
ago these services were given publicity in an
article by an Eastern States newspaper in
which they were dubbed the "Harley-street
ot the North"--a very apt title-as now,
with the assistance of the wireless pedal sets
and the flying ambulance, a doctor at Port
Ilodland can, for instance, journey within
anl hour or so to his colleague at Broome
and confer over cases that may present difli-
eul ties.

The following institutions nre tinder tileL
control of the Mental Hospitals De-part-
lieat :-Claremont Mental H ospital, Green-
lPlare Menutal flospital, Whibv Fall';
Mental Hospital, Lemnos Hospital, and the
Hfeatheote Reception Home.

Onl the 31st December last, 1,477 persona
were certified as insane in this State tts,
against 1,476 on the 31st December, 1938,
an incease of one. During the year deaths
numbered 94, and discharges 85, of these
37 were discharged as recovered and two
deported -under the Commonwealth Inili-
gr-at ion Act. At Heathicote, during tile year
ended the 31st December last, thle number
of admissions was 416, of which 76 wert:
re-admissions. Of the cases discharged, 132
were recovered or relieved and 70 not mn~-
proved. Ten patients died in the Home and
57 were transferred to Hospitals for the
Insane. The number of patients in Heath-
cote at the 31st December last was 103.
A treatment and admission block is in
course of erection at the Claremont Mental
Hospital. Its estimated cost is £26.000; it
will accommodate 22 males and 22 femiale,.
in four wards, and it will provide additional
accommodation for eight males and eiglht
females in single rooms. When the block
is completedi it will help to relieve over-
erowdinz, facilitate the carrying out of
newer forms of treatment, and provide more;
satisfactor ,y hospital accommodation and
suitable adlmission wards. A similar block
which will fulfil the same purpose ait Heath-
vote is under construction. Its estimated coct
is £1500, anda it will provide accommoda-
tion for 26 patients. A residence for the
medical officer is also beinz constructedl at
Hleathcote at an estimated cost of £C1,400.

A property has been purchased hr thr'
Government at Wokalup at a eozt of £P000.

When an institution is built there it will
a-;sist to overcome the overcrowding in the
M[ental Hospital, provide manual oceu-
pation for male patients, and increase
farming operations in co-operation with
the Agricultural Department. Everybody
who knows the property will agree that
it is a wonderful one and that it
will be eminently suitable for the pur-
pose for whir-h the Government intends to
tisc it. A few days ago I was asked what
the Government intended to do with Whitby
Farm. That also can he put to use. Various
svcmes arc under consideration, one of
which is the utilisation of the lproperty for
youths wvho are continually getting into
trouble. 'Wokalup will not only he a vecry
fine establishment for those unfortunate
peop~le who arc committed to the Hospital
for thie Inasane, but it wrill also become a
producing centre. By intensive cultivation
we should be able to grow all the produnen
required by the various Government institu-
tions.

MR. MARSHALL (Murehison) [10.43]:
I wish to mnake a few brief remarks on this
vote, more by way of complaint against the
attitude adopted by thle Medical Department
towards hospitals in remote parts of the
State. We have been led to believe that
peop~le who make an effort to help them-
selves will get first consideration from the
Government through the medium of its de-
partmental officers. I take exception to the
treatment meted out by the department to
somne of the hospitals I have men tioned. The
policy that is continually being enunciated
1I ,- the Government has not been put into
effect by the department. What the Min-
ister. told us regarding the people of Perth
contributing little or nothing to their hos-
pital and the country people making fairly
large contributions is true. Notwithstand-
ingc that fact, those who get the greatest con-
sideration are tile people who do not con-
tribute at all to their hospitals. This is due
to numerical strength. Those people can
bring pressure to bear on their political
repre~sentaltives and even onl the Government.
I do not know of any medical funds outside
those on the goldields, in the timber indus-
try and in the coal mining industry that pro-
vide for contributions for the maintenance
of hospitals,. Take Wiluna, which has 1,300
subscribers at 2s. each per week.
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The Minister for Health: There is £7,000, We cannot continue to find such large
you said there were no other funds. amounts from thle hospital fund towards the

mnaintenance of your hospital.
rMARSHALL: But the number is Already this financial year you have had

itesimal. For the weekly contribution, special grants totalling £1,050 and it is ex-
subscribers get limited hospital aecoin- tremely doubtful whether we can find any fur-
ation; it is not provided in all cases. thier special grants this year for your hospital.
ough these workers contribute up to 2s. The Cue board disputes that statement
~ek and pay the hospital tax over and One method by which your revenue can be
e that, they have to wrangle to get any improved and a saving made in your calls on

tacefrm hedearmet. Atth the hospital fund is for your board to increasetanc frm th deartent.At he your rate of subscription, which is lower than
time other people, due to their nunieri- 'any other hospital in thle 'Murchison.

strength, can, without making any Your board should therefore place the posi-
ly Contribution, get hospital aceommoda- tion before thle subscribers with a recommen-

dation that the rate of subscription be in-of a better class, Creased to, say, 2s. per week. This is the
ic Minister for Health: Where is the same as Wiluna and less than Mlekathlarra.
igling going on? In view of the fact that Big Bell suhscribers

- may possibly feel that they do not get quite
r. MARSHIALL: In some of the hos- the samne advantages as thle Cue subscribers,
s in the outer districts. There was one perhaps a reduced rate for the former could

Cue ospial.be arranged, hut something mast be done to
IC CeHsia.assist thle hospital aInd to curtail the large calls
ic Minister for Health: I did not know which arc being madle on the hospital fund, and
is a wren gle. we must ask your hoard to give its very earn-

etconsideration to this matter.
r.MARSHALL: I take exception to a What about the hospitals maintained solely

r written by the 'Under Secretary for fo.tehsia udt hc oCn
th, 'Mr. Huelin. I want to tell Mr. fro the hopial fund letor w fhich ndon
in that lie has no right to dictate to the trbiosaepdAeltrsfthskn
Hospital Board. Members of hospital seat out to them?
is accept th epniiiyadworry The Minister for Health: Yes..

diniinistering hospital affairs, and when The MiniSerL fo Hat vTey arebgoing
call uIonfl the department to subsidise Tl iitrfrHat:Te r on
income, they get a letter such as the out every day.

before me. This sort of thing applies Mr. MARSHALL: To increase a contri-
ost of our hospitals. Every manl work- bution already being ade? That could not
*n a mine is under an obligation to Cons- he so, because most of the people I refer
to to the hospital fund. That is a eon- to subscribe nothing towards the mainters-
Iof empifloymnent, mice of their hospitals. Therefore similar

e Minister for Health : Not at Cue. lctteirs could not he sent to them. Ti
letter demands an increase of contributions

MARSHALL: Every manl eamployed inl order to reduce the call oTh the fund. I
0c Big Bell Mine has to contribute, and do not mind the officials adlvising the com-
iouy is applied to the maintenance of mittee to exercise economy and secure effici-
lospital. Over and above that these ency of administration, biut such a letter

le hove to pay thle 11/2d. hospital tax, should not be forwarded, and I protest
*oilier individuals. Therefore they are against it. Each and every committee in my

twic, ad tey houl no bead- district is particularly careful in the matter
ed in such terms as are contained in nif administration costs. If there is any
letter. Probably the officials consider lapse the depnrtment can step in and give
have ain obligati on to press these people a reminder, hut it is not fair to tell commit-
nially because they are far removed tees to increase thoir contributions while there
the centre of administration and have are thousands of people wvho do not pay

one member to represent them, a mom- anything over and above the 11/d, hospital
w-ho cannot bring much presste to t ax.

MNr. llTuelin's letter dated the 17th The Wiluna contribution of 2s. is due to
icr, 1030, read: the fact that money had to be provided
have just been taking out figures of the years ago for the erection of a hospital,

oin thle hospital fund loy the Cue Ho0spital since which it has not been possible to reduce
lo past few years, and the amounts paid
iwere £830, £1,124 and £1,348 each year the rate of contribution. Seemingly the

tively. workers there will be required to continue to
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pay that amount. Once a district shows any
willingness to help itself, it is kept up to
the obligation. I do not take exception to
that, but I do object to the department's
demanding an additional contribution. Until
everybody is contributing, the department
might well keep such advice to itself.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[10.56] ;I should like to hear from the
Minister whether there is any chance of
Providing transport to convey expectant
mothers to the King Edward Hospital.
Could a private car be provided to convey
a pregnant woman from her home or from
the station to the hospital? I do not know
whether there is any Government c-ar that
can be used, but I think arrangements
could be made if a telephone message were
sent to the hospital. I hope the Minister
will take this matter into consideration.
Perhaps the Metro, buses could be induced
to pass the institution, and that would give
people from Fremantle and other suburbs
easy Access to the hospital.

MR. CROSS (Canning) (10.57]: 1 wish
to mention a complaint that I think en,'
hardly be true. I have been informed that
whlen casualty eases are sent to the Perth
Hospital by the ambulance, if they are dis-
covered to he compensation eases, they are
.allowed to wait for some time until ar-
rangemnents arc made. I should like to know
ivhethcr there is any truth in the state-
ment; T can hardly iningine its being time.
I should think that if the hospital authori-
ties discovered that it was a compensation
case, the least they would (10 would] be to
arrange for transport to a private hos-
Pital.

MR. HOLMAN (Forrest) [10.58]: 1
-, isit ogatulate the Minister for Health

on his Activity in regard to country hos-
pitals. I do not think any- district could
offer him such congratulations with, more

sincerity than can the Forrest district. I have
said that before and T repeat the state.
nient. One point I wish to raise concerns
the proposed hospital at Donnybrook. This
centre has long been suffering owin-g to ths
lack of hospital Accommodation. Through
force of circumstances delay has resulted.
The idea of providing a hospital at Donny-
brook was mooted ten years ago, bitt vari-
ouls circumstances have resulted in the

suggestion not being carried into effect
although the local residents have en-
deavoured to assist themselves by raising
a fairly large suin of mioney. There is one
point in a letter from Mr. Huelin that I
should like to mention to the effect that
the department did not consider itself comn-
ruitted to Any expenditure at Donnybrook
and was not yet convinced that any expendi-
ture on a large scale was wvarranted in the
Donnybrook district, In view of the wvar
one of the best ideas that could he investi-
gated at present would be that of a decen-
tralisation of hospitals. Apart from medical
eases, accidents occur, nnd Bunbury is the
nearest hospital to Donnybrook. Donny-
brook is certainly a large enough centre to
have a hospital of its own. To people will-
ing to help themselves, a greater impetus
Oraid should lie rendered by' the department.
At present negotiations are taking place, and
I understand the Health Department has
Asked the Principal Architect to prepare
plans of a hospital for Donnybrook at a cost
of about £4,000. The people have been long-
suftering, but they arc feeling upset over the
whole business and want to see it hurried up.
I hope the Minister will hasten the proceed-
ings and see that Donnybrook gets a hos-
pital.

Another matter I wish to mention is the
hospital at Dweliingup. I heard the mecm-
her for Murchison say that seine people
have a habit of helping themselves. That is
the case with the Dwellingup people. They
built the local hospital in the first place, and
have been good as regards making Additions
and alterations. At present they are en-
gaged upon a big effort to raise more money;
and I. since]l'y hope that the Department of
Health, when this appeal is finished, will
contribute sufficient to make tip the amount
required. After all said and done, Dwselling-
up is a mill centre, and the people there have
not a, grat amiount of money. It is remark-
able that people on such small wvages are
continually putting their hands in their
Pockets while, moreover, they are paying the
hospital tax. Their efforts should lbe recog-
nised.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [11.21:
I have only one matter to bring before the
Minister, and that arises out of the inquiry
into Heatheote Hospital. The British Mfedi-
cal Association was interested lpurely and
simly to see that the best hospital treatment
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was obtained for patients. The association
had legal assistance to put its case before
the Royal Commission, and made representa-
tions to the Premier and Treasurer asking'
that the association might be reimbursed the
expenses which it had incurred in connection
with the inquiry. I request the Minister to
help by taking the matter up with the Pre-
mnier. The position is rather exceptional,
because doctors rep~resent anl unpaid branchl
of the Public Serviee. They discharge,' at a
moment's notice, services for which they
receive no payment at all. They incurred
the expenses here in question in doingc Some-
thing- which they thought w~as for the benefit
of the community. I hope that in the cir-
cumstances the money will be reimbursed.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) (11.41: The
only point I would like some information. on
is the van attached to the Dental Clinic. The
dental van was put into operation about a
year ago, and from reports received it has
seemed to be anl eminent success. I would
like the Minister in his reply to state what
chance there is of an extension of the dental
van service into areas further off than those
it has been working up to the present time.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A. H.L Panton-Leederville--in reply)
[11.51:- The miemsber for Irwin-Moore will

appreciate the fact that the dental van has
a long wvay to go. It was started in the
South-West because we were not certaini
how it would work, and wvanted it near home
in case it did not work properly. However,
it has functioned most successfully. The
State has been mapped out into dental zones
as regards the outlying districts. The dental
van is intended especially for small schools
in the wheat belt, and these it serves. Tho
van is gradually working its way around
the whleat belt, and every school will be at-
tended to as soon as possible. We only
wish we had two more vans.

As rcgards the appeal of the member f or
West Perth (Mr. McDonald) this is the first
II have heard of the matter. I have no
knowledge whatever of it. However, there
is no reason why the Treasurer should not
be approached.

The town of Donnybrook, I regret to
say, dioes niot know exactly what it wants.
That is the cause of its trouble. As it is,
a very-, small place, I include it among those
centres for which I personally would not

consider a hospital as necessary at all. I
am loth to see hospitals started in such
small places. There should be a general hos-
pital survey of this State. I am quite Con-
vinced that with the means of transport
now available, we could get a much more
efficient hospital service by chiefly estab-
lishing central hospitals.

Mr. Wilson: What about Greenbushes?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Green-
bushes has a live board. The facts with re-
gard to the ease brought up by the member
for Canning should have been ascertained
privatel y. No workers' compensation ease
hs taken into the Perth Hospital for treat-
ment because the whole of the medical
work there is dlone by ank honorary staff.
There are 08 of them, all specialists ill the
metropolitani area, and they are doing as
wonderful jobi; but thex', naturally are not
going to treat a man for nothing when hie
has ftuds in the shape of workers' compeli-
sation. A workers' eompensation case, hlow-
ever, is given all possible first treatment in
the hospital. it a workers' compensation
patient is unconscious, lie is kept in the
Perth Hospital. But as soon as he can
be interrogated, 'then upon being found
to be a workers' compensation case he
is asked who the doctor is. The doctor
is then rung up and asked what hos-
pital he would like the patient sent to. If
the patient has not a doctor, he i 's asked
what hospital lie would like to go to, and
is then transferred to it by an ambulance
ran. The Perth Hospital merely charges
such a patient for the first treatment. I
may mention that that hospital has 600
out-patients alone, and that occasionally a
doctor or a'nurse might not be available
for two or three minutes. But the patient,
having been taken to the Perth Hospital
in such circumstances, receives attention
very speedily.

Vote put and passed.

Vot es-Pui i Health, £43,710; Mental
Hospitals and Inebriates, £6123,500-agreed
to.

Vote-Chief Secretary, £18,675:

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. A. A. Mf. Coverley-Kimber-
lcy t11.101: This 'Vote covers the admainis-
trative activities of the head office and of the
following- sub-departments under the control
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of the Chief Secretary: Registry, Friendly
Societies, Prisons, and Observatory. Various
other activities of a miscellaneous nature also
come under the control of the head office. The
estimated expenditure for the current year
shows an increase of £1,375. The appoint-
ment of an Assistant Under Secretary, and
grade increases and basic wage adjustments
account for the hulk of this extra expendi-
ture.

The Correspondence Despatch Office was
established 25 years ago, its main object
being to facilitate the transmission of inter-
departmental correspondence, files, etc.,
and a reduction of general expenditure. It
acts as a central depot for the exchange of
departmental correspondence, conducts Gov-
ernment mail service to 46 country districts,
and has a messenger delivery service to all
firms and private residences within a certain
radius of Perth, Fremantle, Kalgoorlie,
Boulder and Runbury. During the year
1938-39 a further country despatch office
was opened at Corrigin, with an estimated
annual saving- to the Government on post-
ages of at least £50 per annum. The
opening-up of further centres at Wongan
Hills and flalwallinu is now under con-
sideration. The Officer-in-Charge of the
Correspondence Despatch Office is also
'responsible for the bulk of the cleansing
arrangements of the various departments.
This co-operation of the cleaning services
has reduced the cost to the Government and
increased the efficiency of the work.

The estimates for the Registrar General
show an increase of £1,410, due mainly to
grade increasus in salaries and to the fact
that some officers who were employed for
only a portion of 1938-39 will be employed
for the full year 1939-40. The Registry sec-
tion deals with the registration of births,
deaths and marriag-es, celebration of mar-
riages, and the issue of certified copies and
extracts from entries.

The Statistical section deals with the eel-
leetion and tabulation of data covering most
of the activities of the State. Statistics are
compiled and published relative to the fo]-
lowing :-Agriculturnl and Pastoral, Vital,
Industrial, Local Government, Overseas and
Interstate Trade, Employment and other
activities. Information is also collected rela-
tive to retail prices and house rents, from
which are computed index numbers that are
used extensively by the Arbitration Court,
etc.

The section Friendly Societies and Gov-
ernment Actuary deals with the registration
of friendly societies, co-operative societies
and building societies, a report upon which
is made annually to Parliament. Actuarial
valuations of the friendly societies registered
are undertaken, and various actuarial calcu-
lations arc made for the Government depart-
ments.

Referring now to the Prisons Department,
the daily average numher of prisoners at
Fremantle for the year was 206.5 and at
Pardelup Prison Farm 45.45. The system of
classifying criminals is still being main-
tained, and every care is taken to safeguard
the youthfuil and first offenders from the
habitual criminal class. The efforts to re-
claim prisoners are not confined to first
offenders only, but in every case where any
desire is shown by the prisoner to improve
himself encouragement is extended. Many
Prisoners endeavour to become efficient work-
men in the available activities. When
prisoners are released, assistance is afforded
them to rehabilitate themselves. The in-
creased scale of gratuities continues to show
improved results; prisoners take more in-
terest in their tasks, and avail themselves of
the opportunities to become proficient in
tailoring, carpentry, hootmaking and print-
ing. The value of remunerative work per-
formed at the prison for the year 1938-39
was C3,922.

At thme Pardelap Prison Farm there are
nbout 50 prisoners un1der the supervision of
four officers, including the officer in charge.
The prisioners are engaged on afforestation
work, clearing land for ngricultiiral pur-
posc3-. apple-g-rowing, sheep-hreeding and
damirving. Development work is - steadily
carried carried on, aind land is cleared for
further pastures. Drainage of the Pardelup
swamp is progressing satisfactorily; and the
flock of sheep, which wavs depleted last year,
will lie built uip ntzain. The wool is con-
sidered to be of highi standlard, and satisfac-
tory returns are anticipated. The value of
the -remunerative work performed at Par-
delup during the year 1938-3q~ was £C5,56.5
The appropriation for the Prisons Depart-
ment is £30,090, which is only slightly in
excess of last year's actual expenditure. It
is proposed to expend a further £.584 on the
purchase of sheep for Pardelup. This, to-
gether with grade increases, less some econo-
mies in other direction.,;. makes a total net
decrease of £577.
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At the Observatory the time service was
maintained efficiently throughout the year,
the railways, post office, atid Applecross
radio being served continuously as in the
past. Earthquake records were kept and re-
sults distributed to 30 co-operating stations
in the world. It has been proved definitely
that the seismograph responds to oscillations
emanating in sonic way from distant tropical
disturbances on the indian Ocean and use
of this peculiarity has been made by the
Weather Bureau in foreasting. The Port
Iledland tide tables were tabulated] and
issued for use of shipping on the North-
W~est coast. Numbers of tourists from the
mailboatq vis~it the Observatory mainly to see
the wonderful panorama of Perth and its
surroundings from the top of the tower.

MR. TONKIN (NXorth-East Fremantle)
[11.163: Dealing with the question of
prisons, I notice in the report of the Comp-
troller General that for the year ended the
30th June, 1938 . some difficulty was experi-
Peed in keeping first offenders separate
from hardened criminals. I do not know
whether it has been found possible to remedy
that state of affairs this year, but it is most
essential the department should give early
attention to the matter. Owing to the de-
pression, a number of young men, and pos-
sibly a few young wvomen, strayed from the
Path of virtue. They did that through no
fault of their own; economic circumstances
forced men to do it, and they found them-
selves for the first time in prison. Their
experience would have been likely to prove
sufficient to deter them from getting into
trouble ag-ain, but unfortunately it was not
found possible to keep themi separate from
the hardened criminals and th-ir association
with those criminals hasi had the effect of
causing them to err again and again. Had
it been possible to separate them, I beli~ve
that man 'y who sinned for the first time
would not, have done so subsequently, and I
hope every endeavour will be made by the
department to provide the facilities for keep)-
inge those offenders selparate from the hard-
ened criminals. The Comptroller General
states4 that one of the reasons he cannot
keep) them separate is that lie has insui-
cient workshops and insufficient work avail-
able. Consequently' lie. is obliged to keep
them all together. More -workshops should
be provided and to supply additional work
should he easy.

The report goes on to say it is a pity thiat
young men are wasting their timie in prison
polishing floors ant whitewashing walls. Of
course it is a pity because that sort of thing
is niot going to make them any better fitted to
take their place in society when they leave
prison. They should employ their time on
something that will prove useful to them
when they conic ou of gaol. In Freman tie
we find quite a lot of these 3oung fellows
who, when discharged, wander about tie
streets, buffeted by the police. They find
it impossible to get work, and before they
know u-here they are, they are back in gaol.
If it were lpossiblc ?' to employ themn

atsomething uiseful wvhile they wr

in gaol, they would have a better idea
of taking thir place in society wheni
they conicv out. The Comptroller Genieral oC
Prisons recoguises that. It is nio fault of
his. He is asking for additional facilities-
to be made available and I think they~ should
be. To quote his wors-

It is a great pity to see young inca wasting
their time in prisoii, polishing floors and white-
washing walls, whereas they could be employed
at sonic formi of work that would be beneficial
to them on their release, and, maybe, assist
them to rehabilitate themselves and become use-
fuL citizens.

With that I entirely agree and I hope the
Minister will see if something can be done
to meet the wishes of the Comptroller
General. It is most essential because even
though those peop~le have sined against
society, that is no reason why we should
abandon them to their own devices. We
should make it easy for then to
take ,their places in society again.
We often find young fellows who do
not know which way to turn when they
Ponic out of gaol. They feel their position
keenily,. They fancy every person is looking-
at tliemi. Unable to get a job, they' arc!
moved on by' thle police all the time, and
threatened with arrest under the Vagraney
Act because they have no visible mneans of
supp)ort. We have busied ourselves in get-
ting them picked up for single men's relief
work, and sent away to the country, but that
is a most unsatisfactory way of dealing with
the problcem. If while they were in prison
the ,y were taught some useful occupation
came out they would have a far better
chancue and would not be bobbing in and
aiid given sonic increntive to work, when they
(lilt of ;)rison.
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THE MfIISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WVEST (Hon. A. A. M. Coverley-Kim-
berley-in reply) [11.22]:- The only note I
have oil this matter is to the effect that prac-
tically all the attention it is possible for the
-Comptroller General and his understudies to
give to the problem is being given. A sys-
tem of classifying criminals is still being
maintained, and every care is taken to safe-
guard the youthful and first offenders from
the habitual prisoner class. The efforts to
reclaim prisoners are not confined to first
offenders, but in every ease where any de-
sire is shown by the prisoner to improve
himself, encouragement is extended. Many
prisoners endeavour to become efficient
workmen in the available activities. When
prisoners are released assistance is afforded
them to rehabilitate themselves. The in-
creased scale of gratuities continues to show
improved results, and the prisoners take
more interest in their tasks and avail
themselves of opportunities to become pro-
ficient in tailoring, carpentry, bootmaking-
and printing. I assure the bon. member 1
will draw the Chief Secretary's attention to
the remarks he has made.

Vote put and passed.

Votes--Registry a-nd Friendly Societies..
£614,010; Prisons, £630/3!i0; Obs ervat ory,
£-1 450 -og reed to.

Progress reported.

BILL-FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council and read a first

time.

House adjourned atf 11.26 p.m.

3Jsoisiattve CounciI,
Wednesday, 29th November, 1939.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-MINING, TAILING
TREATMENT.

Payment of Premniun.

Iloti. 11. SE[)l)ON asked the Chief Sce.
tary: Iii view oft the amnendedi regulations
recently gazetted referring to the charge for
tieatilient ot lailings, at Government B~at-
Leries, dloes the Government intend to pay
to piospectors the gold premlium Onl tile
1 dwt. 1S grainis deducted as at treatment
charge ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: No.

QUESTION-GOVERNMENT STORES
DEPARTMENT.

Tenders for Wale,' Heaters.

IHun. J. A. DJM%1tITT asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Is hie aware that quotations
have beenl invited byv the Government Stores
Depai'tment for th supply to the State
floverinmcut of three junkeis, or equal,
singlie point gas automatic water heaters-
2, lIn view of the fact that the Junkers
water heater is a German product, will the
Governmuent consider the advisability of
directing that preferenc be extended to
tenders for the supply of heaters of local,
Attstialian, or British; manufacture?
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