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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .- .o T
Noes . . .o 17
Majority against Lo AN
AYESs,
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. W. H. Kilson
Houn. E. H, Gray Hon. T. Moore
Hon, W. R. Hall Hon, G. Fraser
Hon. E. M. Heenan (Telier.)
NoES.
Hon. E. H. Angelo Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. C. F, Baxter Hon. J. Nicholsan
Hon, L. B, Belton Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Hou. J. Cornell Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. L. Cralg Hon. A, Thomson
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt Hon, €. H. Wittencom
Hon. V., Hamersley Hon. G, B. Wood
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon, W. J. Mann (Tetler,)
PAIR,
AVE. l No.
Hon, C. B, Williams Hon. H. V, Plesse

Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

Honse ndjourned ot 1.8 am. {WWednesduy).
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—HOSPITAL TREATMENT.
Adult Childrew's Responsibility for Parents.

My, MANN asked the Minister for Health:
1, Under what section of the Hospitals Acts
of 1930 and 1931 is the Health Department
empowered to take aetion against adult chil-
dren to compel them to pay hospital costs of
their parents! 2, Is the Health Department
compelling committees of couniry hospitals
to take that action? 3, Why should patients
in country hospitals who claim to come un-
der Section 11 of the Hospitals Aet, 1930,
be treated differently from similar patients
treated in eity or Government hospitals?
4, Docs he know of any other law whereby
adult children are responsible for the debts
of their parents? 5, Is he aware that the
Health Department informed the committee
of a country hospital that no one is entitled
to free hospital trealment?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, There ix no Hospital Aet, 1930-1931, but
section 33, subsection 3 of the Hospitals Act,
1927, contains the power referred to. 2, No.
3, There is no differentiation whatever in the
administration of section 11 of the Hospital
Fund Act of 1930, as amended by section
3 of No. 55 of 1931. 4, Yes—the Lunaey
Act, 1920. 5, Under the legislation referred
to in Xo. 3 ahove no one can cluim free
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treaiment. In practice, old age and invalid
pensioners, sustenance workers and their
families and all pensioners who cannot be
-expected to pay anything, do receive free
treatment.

QUESTION—RATLWAYS.
“K” Cluss Wagons Sideboards.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What was the cost of fitting
sideboards o 20 “K” c¢lass wagons used for
transporting lime and sand to the Wiluna
Gold Mines? 2, What proportion of the cost
was paid by the department, and what pro-
poertion did the eompany pay? 3, Did the
additions increase the carrying capaeity of
the wagons or merely enable them fo earry
loads to their full eapacity? 4, If the for-
mer, what was the inerease in the carrying
eapacity? 5, What additional freight is
¢harged to the mines through the increase in
the tare of the trnck?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, £276. 2, £156 and £120 respect-
ively. 3, It allowed of an increase in paying
load from 8V tons to 1134 tons. 4, Sec
answer Lo No. 3. 5, The freight on the addi-
tional tonnage carried in the truck.

QUESTION—LANDS.
Northern Marginal Areas.

Mr. PATRICK asked the Minister for
Tands: Will he make available the report
of the commission on marginal lands in the
northern aericultural areas before the ses-
sion closes?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
This is an ordinary matter of administra-
tion. Revaluations resulting from the recom-
mendations of the Board will be made known
to the persons concerned at an early date.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
Cuase of Charles Denham.

Mr, HOLMAN (without notice) asked the
Minister for Lands: Tn view of the motion
.carried by this House on the 15th December
1938, relative to papers dealing with Well-
ington location in the pame of Charles
Denham, will the Minister lay these papers
on the Table without further notice?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied: 1
have no objection to the papers heing tahled
and will table them tomorrow.

MOTION—STATE FORESTS
To Revoke Dedication,

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
E. Millington—Mi. Hawthorn} [4.36]: I
move—--

That the proposal for the partial revocation
of Stutc Forests Nos. 4, 14, 22, 23, 24, 29, 37,
38 and 51, lnid on the Table of the Legislative
Assembly by command of His Excellency the

Lieutenant-Governor on the 23rd day of Nov-
ember, 1939, be earried out.

The following are the particulars coneerning
the individnal areas. The numbers quoted
refer to the arcas listed in the sehedule to
the proposal. Numbered plans are attached
to the proposal., Area No. 1 iz two miles
cast of Collie-Burn; it eonsists of 139 acres
of low wet land carrying very little timber
and is to be made available, subject to the
approval of the Mines Department, to a
settler residing in the loeality. Avea No. 2
is two miles west of Collie-Cardift; it con-
fains ahout 110 acres of poor jarrah coun-
try and is of no value for reforestation pur-
poses. It is to he made available, subject
to the approval of the Mines Department,
to an adjoining landholder. Area No. 3 is
four iniles south-east of North Dandalup.
It contains about ien acres of swamp land
and has been applied for by an adjoining
settler who requires the area for summer
pasture. Arca No. 4 is two miles south of
Holyoake and econtains abomt 15 acres of
land earrying very little timber. It is not
required for forestry purposes and has been
applied for by an adjoining settler. Area
No. 5 is four miles south-east of Keyshrook
and eontains about 15 acres of land carrying
very little timber. It is not required for
forestry purposes and has been applied for
by an adjoining settler. Area No. 6 is 3%
miles north of Jarrahdale. It econtains about
one acre of land which is of no use for for-
estry purposes. It is required by the adjoin-
ing landholder. Aren No. 7 is two miles
north-east of Jarrahdale and contains ahout
one aere of ti-tree swamp. Tt is required hy
an adjoining settter for the purpose of water
supply. Area No. 8 is {wo miles north-
east of Jarrahdale and contains about seven
acres of semi-swamp country. Ti is required
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by- the adjoining landholder for market
gardening  purposes. Area No. ¢ is 214
mmiles  south-east of Jarrahdale. Abour
1% aeres of swampy land has been
applied  for  hy the adjoining land-
holder. Area No. 10 is two miles south-east
of Jarrahdale. About 20 dcres of swampy
land has been applied for for market garden
purposes. Avea No. 11 is two miles north
of Marrinup. About 244 reres of high land
is involved ecarrying no timber, and it is re-
quired by the adjoining settler as a site for
his house and buildings. Area No. 12 is five
miles north of Muja. It consists of about
37 ncres of open flat earryving very little
timher. This block has been applied for by
the adjoining land-holder. Area No. 13 1s
one mile west of Wilga, This consists of 420
acres of poor quality forest that has been
cat ont and is no longer required for forest
purposes. Area No. 14 is seven miles north-
east of Hester. It consists of about 200
acres of land from which all marketable tim-
ber has been removed. This block has been
applied for by the son of an adjoining lan‘d-
holder. Area No. 15 is 18 miles east of Wil
garup. It contains 112 ncres of poor jar-
rall country not required as State forest,
and has been applied for by.the applicant
for an adjoining vacant location. Avea No.
16 is situated 18 miles east of Manjimup.
This consists of about 33 acres of low load-
age forest country, which is required by .t.he
adjoining seitler to strengthen his holding
and cnable him to improve his water supply.
Area No. 17 is eight miles east of Manji-
mup. The area contains about 40 acres,
mainly blackboy flat, which is required by
an adjoining settler to link two holdings that
he now has under pasture, Area No. 18 is
fonr miles cast of Manjimup. It consists of
ahout 23 aeres of steep country of no value
for forestry purposes, and is carrying only
an odd jarrah tree scattered amongst poor
firc-damaged blackbutt. This block has been
applied for by an adjoining settler. Area
No. 19 is south-cast of Congelin, and con-
sists of ahout 140 acres to be made avail-
able to an adjoining land-holder in ex-
change for mallet country to be included in
State forest. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson} [4.44]: 1
have no objection to the excision of these
arens from our forests. Similar proposals
are made every year hecause, under the
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Act, the Minister has to secure the approval
of Parliament before excisions of the kind
ean he made. My only regret is that a
larger number of areas are not execised. In
my opinion the Forests Department is too
conservative in regard to these areas. There
is such a thing as the Conservator’s being:
too stringent in exercising the powers con-
ferred wpon him. To get forest areas from
him is almost as diffienlt as getting a tooth
drawn by a dentist. All sorts of inspections.
have to be made before he will agree to
make even a small excision. However, 1 am
pleased to find that he is agreeable to these-
areas being released. T represent an area
where the land is held hard and fast by the
Forests Department, and I welecome such ex-
cisions ns those proposed beeause I know
they will be in the interests of forestry and
will enable adjoining settlers to link up their
blocks, obtain access to water or otherwise
improve their holdings. So far as T am
aware, no exception can be taken to the
motion, because the Conservator has made
a careful examination of the areas in ques-
tion.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.46]:
The only objeetion T have is in vespect to
certain lands proposed te he thrown open
at Collic with a provision that their selec-
tion shall meet with the approval of the
Mines Department, Before those areas are
ineluded, we should have some knowledge
of what objection is likely to be raised by
the Mines Department. 1¢ would be uscless
for a man to scleet the Jand and then find
that the Mines Department raised ohjection
to his utilising it. No doubt the idea is
to preserve any coal on that land. Under
the existing law, when a man acquires land,
he is entitled to only 200 ft. from the sur-
face. Anything below that belongs to the
Crown. In a Collie area he might have to
go to a depth of only 30 ft. or 40 'ft.
to find valuable coal.  Whether the
object is fo proteet the Crown, I do not
know, The Minister should advise the
House, or the dchate should he adjourned
to enable n statement to he obtained from
the Mines Department as to any possible
objection. If a known ecoal seamn passes
through the property, the area should be
reserved to the Crown. T am not aware
of our having leased any land in which
there are known coal deposits, exeept in the
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North, but Collie has the only coalfield that
is being worked. Perhaps any coal would
be at greater depth than that to which a
person recviving a Crown grant would be
entitled. The Minister for Works might be at
a disadvantage in moving this motion on
behalf of the Premier, hut I bope that be-
fore it is passed, we shall be given more in-
formation on this point.

THE MINISTER FOB WORES (Hon.
H. Millington—Mt. Hawthorn—in reply)
[4.48]: 1 think the position is gquite clear,
First of all, the laml is useless for forestry
purposes, and therefore it can be exeised.
The land has been applied for by a settler
in the locality, and we propose that it he
made avnilable to him subject to the ap-
proval of the Mines Department.

Hon. €, G, Latham: The Mines Depart-
ment should be asked to approve before the
proposal is made here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, the
Mines Department would not be interested
until the area has been exeised. The point
would then arvise whether the land should
he granted to the applicant. Before it
is aranted io the applicant, the ‘approval
of the Mines Department must be obtained.
That is the safeguard. All we do here is
to excise. We do not agree that any ap-
plicant shall receive anything that is excised.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But to pass the
motion is tantamount to doing that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. An
arca applied for by a settler in the loeality
will be made available to him only subject
to the approval of the Mines Department.
If the Mines Department does not approve,
saying that the area shonld be reserved for
mining purposes, it will not be made avail-
able to any applicant. That holds in re-
spect of the 110 acres sitnated two miles
west of Collie-Cardiff.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And the other ex-
cision is at Collie-Burn.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not think there is the slightest doubt as to
the proecdure. When it comes to granting
these arcas, the Lands Department will deal
with the matter. Howover, before the Lands
Dlepartment will make any ares available
to anybndy, the Mines Department most say
that it has no objeetion. T see no com-
plieation whatever about the matter. Tt is
not as if the whole transaction was com-
pleted hy the passing of the motion. The
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motion merely gives the ouse the informa-
tion that these aveas have been applied for
by certain persons for eertain purposes,
Question put and passed.
On motion by the Minister for Works,
rezolution  (ransmitted to the Conneil and
its eoneurvence desired therein.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
First Reading.
Introduced by the Minister for Justice and
rend a first time.

Second Reading.,

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulzen—Kaunowna) [4.53] in moving the
second reading said: This is but a very small
Bill, although possibly it may prove import-
ant. Just now it is not highly imporiant.
The Licensing Act of 1903 provided for the
taking of a loeal option poll in 1925 and
in every fifth year thercafter. It will he
seen that there has heen no alteration of
the law since the taking of the first refer-
endum, in 1925, In view of the psycholngy
now predominating, however, it scems to me
that the taking of a referendum at the pre-
sent time would he wnwise. Therefore the
Rill proposes to postpone the taking of the
next referendum from 1940 to 1945. The
cost involved in the taking of a referendum
is between £7,000 and £8,000, a great deal
of money to pay for something that we
know eould not prove sucecessful at this
juneturve. A three-fifths majority is needed
of the votes required before a referendum
will be cffective; moreover, it is neeessary
that 30 per eent. of the persons whose
names appear on the electoral roll shall vote
at the referendum. Forthermore, not only
wouly] the referendum be costly to the State,
but it would also prove expensive to various
oreanisations that have a perfect right to
put forward their views on the subject; for
instanee. the temperance and other hodies.
Seeine that there is no demand for a refer-
enduni. I do not consider it reasenable to
spend 50 much money on the taking of one
at present.  The Licensing Bench has done
an excellent joh. T have observed its work
all over the State, and I dare =a¥ many hon.
members have done likewise.  The liquor
trade of Western Ausiralia compares fav-
ourably with that of any other State in Ans-
tralia, or for that matter in any part of the
world, having regard to the smaliness of
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Western Australia’s population. T have

heen inelined to think that the Licensing

Court is sometimes too strict in the condi-
tions it imposes. However, that is conducive
to the trade.

Mr. Doney: What does that sentence
mean?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
the aecommodation provided throughout the
State must be taken into consideration. A
satisfied publie is always helpful to any
trade, though the expense of maintaining
the standard required by the Licensing
Board may be distasteful to people who arc
called upon to bear it. There has been no
demand whatever for a referendum, and so
why should the State be put to a econsider-
able expense that is unwarranted at this
juncture? If for one moment I thought that
any section of our people was heing denied
its rights, I would say, ‘“Let us take the
referendum.” If I thought there was any
possibility of prohibition being ecarried, I
would say that it was only reasonable and
fair to give the people an opportunity to
vote. Victoria took a referendum in 1930,
with the result that 552,339 votes were cast
in favour of licemses and 418,902 apgainst
licenses, & majority of 133,437 in favour of
licenses and against prohibition. In 1038
Victoria held another referendum, 721,704
vates being cast in favour of licenses and
368,676 against, the majority against prohi-
bition therefore being 353,028. This major-
ity represents a gain of 219,591 for licenses
in the eight years. In view of the result in
Vietoria, 8 much smaller State in area than
Western Australia, it is plain that a referen-
dum here would be purposeless at present.
T move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—BILLS OF SALE ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILL—PLANT DISEASES (REGISTRA-
TION FEES) (No. 2).
Report, ete.
Report of Committee adopted.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted to
the Council.
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BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
Second Keading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
K. J. 8. Wise—Gaseoyne) [5.2] in moving
the second reading said: This is the usual
Bill that is introduced towards the end of
cach session fo deal with the closing of roads
in different parts of the State. I have plans
dealing with the various proposals, which I
shall place upon the Table of the House.
Clause 2 deals with the closore of part
of Unicorn-street in the town of Wagin. The
portion of the street affected has not been in
use for many years, and the desire is to add
it to the adjoining reserve and to continue
Thornton-street, as indicated on the litho.
The proposal is that the northern part te be
closed shall be used for tennis courts, while
the southern portion is to be added to an
ornamental park already planted with trees.
The owners of the land abutting on the por-
tion of the road to be closed have agreed to
the proposal, and no departmental objection
is taken fo the alteration. The next closure
applies to an unnamed street off the Boule-
vard in the Mt. Hawthorn district of the City
of Perth. The street serves no useful pur-
pose, and it is proposed to close the road
and sell the area.

In York there is a road known as ITowick-
street, and the local municipal aunthorities
desire to close portion of it that will he use-
less when a railway crossing there is dis-
pensed with. The land to the castern side
belongs to the Crown, and is used as a school
site, while the land on the western side
belongs to the Methodist Church, which
organisation has no objection to the closing
of the road. As the department is not
opposed to the proposal, that closnre has
also been included in the ‘Bill. At Geraldton,
the local municipal authorities desire to close
part of Evans-strect, which abuts on an area
used as n recreation ground that is vested
in the conneil. The land on the western side
is vested in the Workers’ Homes Board. The
other owners of land abutting on the
thoroughfare have no objection to the pro-
posal, which has been recommended by the
Town Planning Board. The intention is to
add the area to the recreation reserve.

The Kalgoorlie Municipal Council has re-
quested that portion of Woodman-street be
closed. The part affected is two chains in
width, and the desire is to close part of the
street so as to make the width uniform
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thronghout at one chain. No departmental
objection is taken to the proposal, which witl
rectify an anomalous position, and will make
two additional building blocks available.
Clause 7 deals with the extension of the
aviation landing-ground at Wagin. The pro-
posal which has been supported by the Direc-
tor General of Civil Aviation, is to add the
portion of the road mentioned {o the landing-
ground fo make available a longer runway.
That improvement has been reported upon
and is considered essentinl by the aviation
authorities, The next proposal deals with the
closure of Pembroke-street, which has been
requested by the Perth City Council. The
object is to re-subdivide the land in order to
improve the lay-out of the area. The street
adjoins blocks that arc to be used for
workers’ homes, and the Bill provides that
the land shall be vesled in the Perth City
Couneil to facilitate the carrying out of the
re-subdivision, and for providing neecssary
rights-of-way and extensions of two other
streets. All the proposals are straightfor-
ward, and have been recommended or ap-
plied for during the course of the year. T
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion hy Mr. debate ad-

journed.

Thorn,

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.

1, Traffic Act Amendment (No. 1).
With amendments,

2, State Government Insurance Office Aet
Amendment,
With an amendment.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

Received from the Council and, on motion
by Mr. MeDonald, read a first time.

BILL—BUILDERS’ REGISTRATION.
Council’s Amendments.

Schedule of four amendments made by the
Couneil now considered.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Marshkall in the Chair; Mr. Needham
in charge of the Bill
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No. 1, Clause 3:—Delete the words “and
the areas comprised in the Schedule to this
Act” in lines 19 and 20.

No. 2. Clause 4, subelause (2) :—Insert
a new paragraph to stand as paragraph (iv},
as follows:—“(iv} any person registered
under the Architects Aet, 1921.”

No. 3. Claunse 6, subelause (3):—Delete
the word “two” in line 30, and substitute
the word “three.”

No. 4. Scheduole:—Consequentially upon
amendment No. 1, the Schedule is deleted,

On motions by Mr. Necedham, the fore-
going amendments were agreed to.

" Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and xu message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—INCOME TAX (RATES FOR
DEDUCTION).
Council's Amendment,

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee,

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Works (for the Premier) in charge
of the Bill,

Clause 1.—Add at the cnd of subclause
(1) the words:—“but sueh Proclamation
shall not fix a day previous to the first day
of July, one thousand nine hundred and
forty.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Comneil's amendment simply means that the
Act shall not come into operation before the
1st Jely next. That was the intention.
There would be no prospect of proclaiming
the Aet at an carlier date, and therefore
the amendment is aceeptable. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the repart adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL—FIREARMS AND GUNS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
THE MINISTER FOR NORTH-WEST
(Hon. A. A. M. Coverlev—XKimberley)
[5.15] in moving the second reading said:
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The Bill has been introduced at the request
of the Commissioner of Police, who ad-
ministers the Fircarms and Guns Act. Most
hon: members will be aware that the Act
has been in operation for the last eight
years and slight alterations are now found
to be necessary. The Bill contains only a
few short amendments to the original Aet.
In the first place, it is proposed to delete
Scetion 3 of the principal Aect for the pur-
pose of amending the definition of an air
gun and of a pistol. That is the principal
amendment proposed. When the original
measure was passed hy this House an air
gnn was werely a toy used by echildren.
With the progress of time, however, air
guns have heen improved fo such an extent
that they are now looked upon as being
dangerous and for that reason it is intended
to declare ithem guns under the Firearms
and Guns Aect. If hon, members will con-
sult the annual report of the Commissioner
of Police they will find in it a referenee
to this matter. On page 7 of the report
the Commissioner states—

The total number of licenses issued during
the 12 months was 33,084. In addition, 2,614
applications fo include weapons on existing
licenses were dealt with.  One hundred and
cightezn applications for licenses were refused.
This number includes 25 applicants who held
licenses but were refused with respeet to pis-
tols, and 18 who were refused with regard to
.303 rifles. Ten Jicenses were revoked and 27
firearms (including four air guns) werc con-
fiseated, whilst 100 proscentions and convie-
tions under the Act were recorded at this office,
the fines inflicted amounting to £278. Deaths
caused by firearms totalled 17, of which num-
ber four were caused by unlawfully killing, 14
were the result of suicide, and two aceidental.
There were 15 cases of injury, consisting of
one of attempted suicide and 14 acecidental,
also one of murder. Ome appeal was made
against refusal to issue a license, and this was
dismissed.

T come now to the particular portion of the
report of which T wish mombers to take
notice. Tt is as follows:—

A variety of air rific of a mueh superior
gquality and greater power than formerly, has
come on the market. These weapons fire a slug,
and some of them arc alleged to be capable of
killing such animals as rabbits, ete, at a dis-
tanee of 50 vards. They alse fire very aceur-
ately.  Although it has been held that it is
not necessary to leense an air gun or airrifle,
it is conceivable that the weapons referred to
were not contemplated when the legislation was
enacted, otherwise possibly some provision
would have been made. The position now is
that such weapons may he purchased, carried
and used by anyone—chiidren included—with-
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out hindranee or contrel. It is trusted that
amending legislation to deal with this matter
will be introduced, and also that of aboriginal
natives, particularly those in the North-
Western portion of the State.

The required legislation has been introduced
in another place, has yun the gauntlet there
and is now belore members of this Chamber
for consideration. Particulur reforence is
made in the Bill to pistols. It is proposed
to include toy pistels in the Aet. The in-
formation snpplied by the Commiissioner of
Police indicates that such pistels, which are
prohibited by Commonwealth legislation,
somchow drift into Australin. The pistol
to which I refer is of the pocket variety.
It is capable of being re-bored and ve-fitted
to sueh an extent as to convert it into n
dangetrons weapon.

By means of another amendment it is
proposed to give the justiee of the peace or
resident mogistrate who tries a case the
right to inflict whatever penalty he thinks
fit. At present it is provided that for certain
offenecs a pennlty of not less than £10 and
not more than £100 may be imposed. The
amendment is to strike out the words “not
less than £10.” Conscquently if a magistrate
upen hearing the facts of a casc, eonsiders
that an offence was committed more in
ignoranece than by intent, he may impose a
penalty of £1 or 10s. or 5s. or whatever
he thinks fit. If T am able to supply mem-
hers with any further information when the
Bill is in Committee, T shall be only too
pleased to do so. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Mr. Warner, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—NURSES REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Heading.
Debate resumed from the 23rd November.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER ({Subiaco)
[5.23]: I have no desire to oppose the Bill
which T consider to be necessary. The great
shortage of nurses has heen responsible for
the amendment proposed by the Minister.
Some nurses do not get throngh their eourse
in the three years and although the Minister
did not make the fact quite clear, I gather
that the amendment is designed to make it
possible for the services of those nurses to
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be retained. Some girls find it more difficuli
than do others to qualify in three years, and
although the Bill does not clearly establish
whether the term is to be shortened or
lengthened, T believe the Minister proposes
to alter it with a view to removing any
doubt,

The Minister for Healih: You are wzoing
to alter it.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: 1f the 3:nis-
ter will allow me to do so. T have been in
touch with most of the leading nurses of
Perth ang they are quite in agrecment with
the proposed amendment, provided that a
few words are added at the Committee singe.

Member: What about the standard?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The standard
will he quite all right. If the standard were
lowered there would be no reciprocity with
the other States. Already the hours have
been redueed by 19% during the term of
three years and would be further reduced if
the nurses were given an extra fortnight’s
holiday per vear. I would like to see them
have all necessary holidays; bat that is by
the way. Whatever concessions nurses re-
eeive arc not too great because theirs is a
hard and strenuous profession. T do naot
want to see our standard lessened in any
way; neither do any of the nurses. There-
fore we must have a three vears’ course and
not one of a lesser period. I believe the
Minister also desires. in some rases, to in-
crease the period, but he did not make that
quite clear. T support the second reading.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [525): I
appreciate the action of the Minister in
introducing the measure. There is a great
need for more nurses and consequently for
the provision of opportunities for the train-
ing of additional nnrses. T helieve a shori-
age exists not only here buf also in other
parts of the Commonwealth. Some time ago
provision was made in Queensland for the
training period to he four vears in the lavger
country hospitals and five years in the
smaller institutions. In many country towns
in the Eastern States training schools exist
at the hospitals and have proved most help-
ful. Tn eommon with every other hon, mem-
ber T have a great admiration for those who
engage in nursing in our hospitals, When,
some vears ago, 1 journeved through Cen-
tral Ausfralia, T had an opportnnity to meet
some of the nurses of the Australian Inland
Mission. The Department has to face great
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diffienlties in respect to the retention of the
services of such nurses who, being extremely
nttractive, are naturallv in particular de-
mand in those districts, Consequently the
Public Health Depariment is continually
losing them. They are not, however, lost
to the State because, in the great majority
of instances, they marry and settle down in
those distriets, I am glad the Bill has heen
introduced bhecause it will prove of great
ltelp to the Minister’s department, and that.
means the State generally.

HON. C. 6. LATHAM (York) [527]: ¥
want to be satisfied that the Bill will not
interfere with the qualifications of nurses.
We depend a great deal on the doctors of
this State but a great deal more on the
nurses. If girls without the neeessary quali-
fieations undertake nursing there will be am
inerease in the death-rate,

The Minister for Health: We shall give
them another year’s training and so inercase
their qualifications.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Bill does not
iy RO.

The Minister for Health: It will.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: When T was Min-
ister for Flealth an approach was made to
me to extend the period of training from
three to four vears because there was a sur-
plus of nurses. It was considered that if
the training period were estended there
would soon he fewer girls on the market.
A little while later we find there iz a short-
age of muses, T have no objection to the
Bill hut T want te make surc that our
nurses of the future will be as highly quali-
fied as those we have at present.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A, H. Panton—Leedesville—in  reply)
[6.30] : T assove the Leader of the Opposi-
tion that there will be no lessening in the
qualifications of nurses. We must make pro-
vision for {he {raining of more nurses, of
which there is a shoriage both in Australia
and New Zealond. In the endeavour to over-
come that situation, we propose to extend
our training services by utilising some of
the larger hospitals in the country. That
troining will not bhe as intensive as it is
at the Perth and Fremantle Hospitals
and at the Children’s Hospital, where the
nurses are on duty eight hours s day and
attend lectures in the evening. Such nurses,
nndergoing sneh intensive training, can ob-
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tain the necessary qualificalions in three
years. In the smaller hospitals they have
not the same opportunity of intensive study,
and at the end of three years their examin-
ations have proved that the nurses are not
a5 highly qualified as we would like them
to be. As I have said, it is proposed to ex-
tend the opportunities given to some of the
larger hospitals in the country. The exam-
inations are set by the Anstralian Trained
Nurses Assoeciation, and the Nurses’ Regis-
tration Board, which works under the Act
we are now amending, prescribes the length
of time that nurses have to serve, and so
forth. The Act preseribes a service of not
more than three vears, and the board is in
the unhappy position of not being able to
agree fo an extension. Because of the lack
of intensive training, nurses trained in other
hospitals are not as fully qualified at the
end of three vears as when they have been
trained at the Perth Hospital, for in-
stance. The hoard wants discretionary
power to extend the period of training to
four years under the eountry hospitals
scheme, if such cxtension he necessary.
Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Health in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clanz¢ 2—Amendment of Section 5 of the
principal Aect:

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: T
amendment—

That the following words be added:—*‘ And

by inserting after the word ‘training’ in line
3 of Subscction (2) of SBection 5 of the prin-
vipal Act the words ‘as preseribed by the
hankd’ 7' be inserted.
If this amendment is agreed to the board
will be able to deal satisfactorily with any
sitnation that may arise with regarq to the
training of nurses,

The MINTISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
mo objection to the amendment. Subject to
the will of the Governor-in-Council the board
is the only {ribunal able to prescribe thesc
things,

Amendment put and passed; the elause, as
amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Rill reported with an amendment, and the
xeport adopted.

move an
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BILL—RESERVES (No. 3).
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 23rd November.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [5.35]: This is
the usnal Bill that comes down every session
to deal with requests made by the Lands
Departinent, local anthorities and other
bodies. I have nothing to say about it.
Several distriets ave referred to, and if any
member representing a particular electorate
has any objection to offer, he will no doubt
give voice te it. I support the second read-
ing.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second (ime.

In Committee.
My, Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Land: in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 12, First, Second and Third
Sehedules—agreed to.

New clanse:
The MINISTIER FOR LANDS: T move—

That the following be inserted to stand as
Cianse 13:—

Cockburn Sound Location: (1) All that por-
tion of Cockburn Sound Location 8389 held by
the Fremantle ¢ity council as purt of the Fre-
mantle endowment lands, and more particue-
lavly deseribed in the Fourth Schedule to this
Act, and all the estate and interest of the said
Fremantle city eouncil therein may be surren-
dered by the Fremantle city council to His
Majesty the King. (2) The said land, when
so surrendered, shall vest in His Majesty as of
his former cstate, and shull be disposed of as
follows, that is to say:—({a) A portion there-
of, one chain in width, shall be dedicated a
public read under the provisions of the dMuni-
cipal Corporations Act, 1906-1938, as an ex-
tension southward of Paget street in the city
of Fremantlc; and (b) the remainder thereof
shall be dedicated by the Gevernor to the pur-
poses of the Workers’ Homes Act, 101177

This new elause refers to endowment land
al Fremantle. It is desired to excise portion
of the municipal endowment area, and to
construet workers” homes upon it. The Fre-
mantle City Council, after consulting the
Town Planning Board, wishes to surrender
the area, together with a strip of land a
chain in width so that a road may be con-
strocted giving access to the land.  The
Workers' Homes Board and the Town Plan-
ning Board have both agreed to the pro-
posal. but legislative authority is necessary
to ratify the action taken.

New clause put and passed.
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New Schedule:
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand as
the Fourth Schedule:—**All that portion of
land bounded by iines starting from a point
on the southern side of Lefroy road situate in
the prelongation southerly of the castern side
of Carrington street and extending 89 degrees
16 minutes 7 chains 1 6/10th links along the
gaid southern side of Lefroy road; thence 179
degrees 10 minutes 10 chains; thenee 269 de-
grees 16 minutes about 7 chains 1 6/10th links
to o point in prolongation southerly of the
eastern side of Carrington strect aforesaid and
thenee 359 degrees 10 minutes 10 chains to
the starting point. Suvbjeet to survey.’’

New Schedule put and passed.

Title—agreed 1lo.

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.

BILL—POLICE BENEFIT FUND
ABOLITION.

Second Reading.
Debate resamed from the 23rd November.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) {543]: I
do not propose to offer any objection to the
Bill, which will elear up a rmess that has been
in the hands of Governments for many years.
The statute is an old one, and provided that
certain moneys should be set aside for the
benefit of the police. In the old days a cer-
tain proportion of fines also weni into the
fund. Subsequently, when Treasurers be-
came hard up, they omitted that provision
from the Act, and it was agréed that the
fund should he established on a certain basis.
Evidently the matter was never referred to
an actuary, or any person who knew a great
deal about figures, who eould say what the
commitments of the Government or the
police were likely to be. Up to the present
all members of the police foree who have re-
tired have received the full henefit to which
they were entitled mnder the arrangement
between the police and the Government.
That could not have continued much longer
because the fund would soon have become
defunet, as there was insufficient money in
it with which to earry it on for any extended
period. I presume the Tressurer has had
the use of this money. The Bill repeals the
Police Benefit Act, and passes over the con-
trol of the fund to the Superannuation and
Family Benefits Board, and it is proposed to
leave this sum of money with the Treasurer,
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who has agreed to pay 4 per cent. inferest.
upon if. There will be a nice little arrange-
ment between the Treasurer and the board in
questionr. The money has to be left there at
the will of the Treasurer. I do not suppose
there is very much wrong with that. In the
days gone by the Treasurer probably had
the use of the money as well as the accumu-
lated interest. [ am not sure of the rate it
is proposed to charge the Workers’ Homes
Board for the use of this money. 1 under-
stind that the money neeessary for inereas-
ing the activities of the board will come
from superannuation funds. If the interest
to be paid by the board is to be in axcess
of 4 per cent., the Treasurer should pay 4
per cent. I desive to know what interest will
be paid by the board for the morey it wilk
have placed at its disposal from the fund,
and I aise wish to know whether the Treas-
urer will get any benefit by being able to
obtain this money at a Jower rate of interest
than the Workers’ Homes Board will pay.
Have satisfactory arrangements been made
between the police and the Government in
this matter? We know that there has beerr
differential treatrent in respeet of those
who paid move into the fund than those who
joined the fund in later years. Those who
contributed more will veceive more. That
will be a satisfactory arrangement. It cer-
tainly will provide for the members of the
police force in the fnture. If the Act had
been allowed to continue, there would un-
doubtedly have come a time when the (Glov-
ecrnment would have had to find all the
money. I support the second reading.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [547]:
T am glad the Bill has been brought down.
It represents the clearing up of an unsatis-
factory position which has existed for some
time. The fund amounts to a contract be-
{ween the people of the State and the mem-
bers of the police force, to afford the latter
somne security on their vetirement, and it is
only proper that we should take this op-
pertunity of putting the fund in order so
that we may earry out the undertaking upor
which the men entered the service. T support.
the second reading.

In C'ommitteg, ele.
Bill pnssed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.
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Read a thivd
the Couneil.

time and iransmitted to

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1939-1940.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the 16th November; Mr.
J. Hegney in the Chair, '

VFote—Labour, £1,110:

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [5.55]: The
spoech of the Minister in introducing the
Estimates was of a heartening character. It
had a henalthy tone and indicated that the
department had passed the Cinderella stage
and was now considered to he of great im-
portance. There is every indieation that
instead of spasmodic attempts to establish
secondary indastries in our midst, there will
be considerable activity and continuity. The
yrincipal fenture of the specch was the fact
that the expert adviser to the department is
4 man who has been engaged in the Publie
Serviee of Western Australia, and it is en-
conraging to know that theve are officers in
our Governient departments who are given
the opporiunity to prove their capacity.
Ofttimes men have been brought to this
State from other parts of the world and the
Eastern States of Australia when, indeed,
we had offiecrs amongst us equally capable
of undertaking the work, to earry out which
men from outside were chosen. Therefore
the Government is to he congratulated on
the choice of Mr. Fernie, who is a very cap-
able officer. The establishment of local in-
duslries is vital to the State and ope in
particular may develop by reason of exist-
ing war conditions. I refer to producer gas.
There is every likelihood that this industry
will grow into big dimensions by reason
of the possible rationing of petrol.
If that eomes about, we shall have that local
fuel to fall back upon. T venture to say
that if that industry gets a footing in these
times, there is every chance that it will revo-
lutionise industry throughont the State.

As members know, n campaign in favour
of the consumption of local products has
been carried on for the past six years, but I
regret we have not made very much progress
in the matter of ecreating a local-product
mind. The money sent from Western Aus-
tralia to the Wastern States for produets
that can be turned out here is greater today
than it was six years ago. I admit that
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the quantity of articles imported from the
FEastern States is not as great as it was when
the campaign was started, but we must re-
member that there is a considerable differ-
ence in the price of all producis today com-
pared with the prices in 1933. The in-
crcased priecs, in fact, obtain throughout
Australia and this aecounts for the differ-
ence in the figures. I consider that the
department, with regard to local industries,
might do a little more by way of advertis-
ing. I do not think the department has
spent a great deal of money in that direction
and I suggest that the Minister should do a
little more. For instance, we could advertise
our loeal products on the envelopes contain-
ing the cheques in payment of the salaries
of our civil servants.

Mr. Seward: Sueh as, ‘“Grow More
Wheat??!
Mr. NEEDHAM : That was done. The

advertisement should bhe directed to a
greater consumption of our loeal products.
An  advertisement  slip could also  he
ingerted in the envelope. T commend the
suggestion to the Minister. Our local pro-
duets eould also be advertised on the back
of lottery tickets. Another medium of
ndvertisement could be the State Hotels;
they could bring under the notice of the
public the neeessity for ecneouraging the
nse of loeal produets. Tradespeople could
be asked to push the sale of local produets
in their shops. As a rule, that is not done.
Shopkeepers shonld instruet their em-
ployees to put forward local products
and thus encourage their sale.

As regards the Chiid Welfare Depart-
ment, the magistrate of {he Children’s
Comrt is still doing excellent work. His ap-
pointmenti, in my opinion, was a good one.
He is not only fully competent to preside
over the Children’s Court and to adjudi-
cate on the evidence given before him; but
he goes to mueh trouble in advising both
parcnts and children. He is handicapped
in that he has not eontrol of the probation
olficers. Were such gontrol vested in him,
he could do still better work than he has
done during the past few years. Another
matter worthy of attention is the provision
of a farm colony, or some institution, where
vouthful delinquents could be placed. I
believe the Government is favourably in-
clined towards the establishment of a farm
colony t{o whieh such delinquents could be
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seut, thus aveiding prison taint.  Sume
little time ago five boys—the cldest of
whom was I7 years—were brought up on a
serivus charge und sentenced Lo six months
imprisonment.  The charges were so seri-
vus that the magistrate was in a diffieulty.
lle could not send the boys to any place
other than the Fremantle gaol. Eventually
some arrangement was made by which the
boys were segregated from the other
prisoners. I understand the magistrate
cannot send such delinguents to an institu-
tion like the Seaforth Fome, from which
boys frequently escape. Some effort shounld
be made to provide a place where boys of
this {ype eould be sent and encouraged to
lead a new life. Certainly, it is inadvisable
to send them to Fremantle gaol, even if
thev are segregated from the other pris-
oners, becanse the prison taint will remain
with them and may affect their characters
in future years. I hape the Government
will give attention to this matter. The
only other matter to whieh I desire to draw
the Minister’s attention is the grant made
to religious institutions for the mainten-
ance of State wards and other children.
Early Lhis vear vepresentatives of various
religions denominations waited upon the
Minister and pointed out to him the in-
adecuacy of the grant in aid. I understand
the present Government allowanee is Ts.
for each boy. The members of the depu-
tation pointed out that the eost of main-
taining children in their institutions
ranged from Ids. to 1I5s. per week per
child. As a matter of fact, the deputation
asked the Minister to double the amount of
the grant. The Minister, in reply, said that
the deputation had made out an nnanswer-
able case; but 4§t all depended wupon
whether the Government had money avail-
able to accede to the request. He said
there was no doubt about the merits. The
Alinister has sinee replied to the leader of
the depntation saying that owing to finan-
cial stress the Government could not in-
crease the grant in aid. There are 1,150
children in the care of these institutions,
nearly 700 of whom are State wards. The
children are divided amongst 14 institn-
tions of various religious denominations.
The allowance of 7s. is too small to feed,
clothe and frain a c¢hild in an institution.
True, the Lotteries Commission assists by
contribating so much per head; but even
[81]
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with that aid the institutions have still to
provide a large sum of money in order
that the children may be properly trained,
properly fed and properly clothed. Here,
again, wg¢ have another example of the
regreettable fact that each time the Gow-
ernment is asked for money to effect some
improventent in the life of children or for
adults, Lhe invariable reply is that money
is not available. At the same time, we are
spending £200,000 per day not to build up
and develop human life, but te destroy it.
However, that is the position. 1 presume
we eannot better 1t. I conumend the request
of the religions institutions to the Minis-
ter, and ask him to give it serious con-
sideration, so thal the financial strain on
the institutions may not be so great.

MRE. NORTH (Claremont}y [610]: My
intention is to offer a few remarks on the
Avrbitration Court Vote, and on the question
of local products. 1 commend the Minister
for his interesting address on this Vote,
When the Vote was previously before the
Committer, the member for Katanning
made some remarks upon it. He was wor-
ried over the fact that, under our system
of wage-fixing, wages lagged behind prices
and never quite eaught up to the increases in
the eost of living. I have been looking
through the Industrial Arbitration Act ani!
I notice that the provision fixing the basic
wage contains a phrase relating to the
domestic obligations of the worker, not fo
the efficiency of industry at the time. In
my opinien, this Government or some future
Government will have an opportunity fo
improve the formula for determining the
hasiec wage, The Minister is well aware of
the wording of the Arbitration Act, so there
is no necessity for me to quote it. The Aet
does say, however, that in determining the
hasie wage. vegard shall be had to the
domestic oblizations of the worker. An-
other provision lays down that the court is
not to be hound by any previous decision
when determining the basic wage for any
vear. That gives the court a loophole to
strike out and make some increase; but,
ordinarily speaking, it is generally recog-
nised now that the hasie wage is entirely
a watter of ascertaining price levels, in-
cluding house rent and other costs. These
together constitute the hasis of the wage.
Tf that svstem is to he maintained, it will
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mean—as was pointed out by the member
for Katanning and by a member on the
Government side—that wages will never in-
crease in the true sense from century to
eentury.

The Minister for Labour: The court
granted an increase of 5s. in real wages
some 18 months ago.

Mr, NORTH: That is so; but the fact
remains that we should examine the word-
ing of the provision for determining the
basic wage. That provision is silent on the
subject of the economie cfficiency of the
time when the wage is to be fixed. Domestiz
obligations are not matters wpon which in-
dustry can work., Industry itself is becom-
ing more and more scientific and efficient,
and should he getting more productive from
the point of view of return to the workers.
Therefore, good ground exists for sug-
gesting that the Government should eon-
sider the question of improving the formula
for the basic wage, so as to give the court
greater scope to make inguiries from time
to time for the improvement of that wage,
1 know this must be done with great care
both from the point of view of the em-
plovers and the workers; but, in my
opinion, a tendency secems to exist to bring
ahout a static effect, notwithstanding the
Minister's interjection, which certainly
shows that a change can he made from
time to time.

The Minister for Labour: The court has
granted a prosperity allowance to the
workers in the goldmining industry.

Mr. NORTH: I did not notiee any pro-
vision in the Industrinl Arbitration Aet
for such an allowance, so the court must he
leading us a Iittle in those ideas. In the
remaining two minutes hefore we suspend
the sitting, I wounld like to deal with the
question of local produets, but in that short
space of time I am afraid I cannot say
all that I wish to say on this peint. Has
the Minister vet heen able to investigate a
snggestion that T made that our workers
should be enconraged to patronise loeal pro-
dueis? The nuestion is not one that ean
be discussed in thirty seeonds.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. NORTH: Before discussing the
question of industries, I should like to re-
vert to the matter of the basic wage. The
term “basic wage” might he amended in such
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a way as to provide not merely for the
obligations of the worker, but also for in-
dustrial and economic efficiency, which might
be made a factor in the fixing of wages.
This, of course, does not express the whole
of the story. In applying such a sugges-
tion, it would be essential to take other mat-
ters into consideration so that conjunectively
the court would have a more flexible means
of fixing the hasic wage. The court might
provide that if certain industrial plant was
installed, the wages in a certain industry
could be increased, but under existing
mechanical conditions, the wages would not
he increased. The court, too, would need
power to fix an increased wage at a future
date that would permit of time being given
for improved plant being installed. ‘Then
would come the guestion of profits and the
factor of monetary reform. All those things
have heen dealt with by Professor Reddaway
in Melbourne. We are told that leaders in
Europe are speaking of a new world, but
I copsider that we should set our minds to
some of the problems now and not wait till
a fature time.

Some weeks ago I suggested to the Min-
ister an idea that might he investigated.
It was that loecal employers might impose
a condition that emplovees should he pur-
chasers of Western Australian goods in cer-
tain practical direetions. If there is a will
to achiove this object, it can be achieved.
There would be difficultics to overcome, but
a real desire largely to inerease the demand
of the workers—say there are 25,000 em-
ployees in our industries—would lead to a
tremendons increase in the output of loeal
manufactures. Workers, of course, could be
required to purchase loecal goods only if
other things were equal, for instance, price,
quality, accessibility, ete. If this idea were
adopted, it would accomplish more in a
short space of time in the dircetion of in-
e¢reasing the market for local industries than
anything T can conceive. I hope that the
expert who is now working under the diree-
fion of the Minister will consider this
aspecet of the matter.

I have two industries to suggest to the
Minister. At first glanee he will probably
wave them aside, but on reflection he might
sce that there iz merit in my proposals. In
our territory of nearly a million square
miles attempts have been made to combat
the menace of flies, mosquitoes and other
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insect pests. There is an imported article, a
not very efficient kind of gauze, used to
screen windows of private houses, hotels,
hospitals and other buildings. I think the
Licensing Court specifies the use of gauze
for hotel windows. There would be a much
larger demand for inseet-proof material if
the manufacturers could supply a more dur-
able article that would stand up to local con-
ditions. Most of the gauze at present sup-
plied is unsuitable. Those who buy the
ordinary ganze find that it rots through
in six months or a year, and those who buy
the so-called bronze gauze find that it de-
velops a verdigris green and in two or three
years wears out and has to be replaced. In
view of the propaganda “Swat that fly,”
and the distress caused by mosquitoes, I
believe that a large market would be avail-
able if & gauze were supplied that would be
non-corrosive in our atmospheric eondi-
tions. There would not be a big market for
this article in the old world where it is
manufaetnred, because mosquitoes and flies
arc not so troublesome there. True, gnats
are prevalent, but little notice is taken of
them,

My next suggestion relates to echarcoal
gas. I understand that in Germany and
probably elsewhere, there is available com-
pressed gas contained in cylinders available
for use on cars and other vehicles. Why
should not this State investigate, through
the néwly appointed officer, the opportunity

" to improve the chareoal gas appliance which
at present represents a eomparatively heavy
addition to the weight of a car? He should
be able to work out a scheme for building
eylinders loeally and eompressing the gas
so that it conld be used conveniently in cars
in place of petrol.

The only other item I wish to diseuss is
that of child welfare and ouidoor relief.
TWith other members, T quite realise that
more should be done by this department if
possible. It is one of the most essential
departments we have. The child shonld
have full opportunity in this State if it is
to become an efficient adult later on, and I
would welcome any announcement hy the
Minister to the effect that he was able to
improve the conditions under this vote. If
he ceould say that all the children would be
on 9s. instead of 7s, that would be a sub-
stantial improvement. I understand some
are on 7s. and some on 9s., and I should
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like to see that differentiation removed and
uniformity achieved in this direction.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[7.39]: T propose to speak only bricfly and
to deal with the decision of the Government
to make some attempt to establish essential
secondary industries in this State. Not only
the Government, but also private individuals,
have endeavoured to cstablish some of the
industries that are required in the linking up
of our economic and social life. Many of
those attempts, unfortunately, have failed,
not beeause we lack the natural resourees,
hut often owing to the lack of eapital and
knowledge, which would defeat the efforts
of most people desirous of establishing such
industvies. The Minister has a big problem
hefore him beecause he has the finaneial in-
terests of the Eastern States to contend with.
I daresay that nine-tenths of those who
retail produce in this State are import-
minded. They have been used to import-
ing goods into Western Australia ever since
Western Australia was founded, and to
break down that prejudice is a difficult
malter.

So far as I ean judge, the Common-
wealth CGovernment has not been at all
anxions to reetify the eonditions in an ill-
balanced State sueh as ours. The Tariff
Board should have power to decentralise
some of the secondary industries located in
Eastern Australia. Many indusiries could
be decentralised and established here if the
Tariff Board were given power to operate
in that dircction. In the initial stages of
Federation, we had a sliding scale of duties
that gave Western Australia a small oppor-
tunity to establish secondary industries, but
it did not continue long enough, and before
we could make any appreciable headway,
the Eastern States, with their big lead,
proved too strong as competitors. Too
many people, in speaking of the establish-
ment of secondary industries in this State,
think only in terms of pickles, jams and
commodities of that sort. That might be
very well in its way, but there are other in-
dustries—key industries—that could be estab-
lished here where we have the natural re-
sourees requisife for their establishment and
they could he linked up with a comprehensive
scheme of national power produetion from
our coal deposits. Somebody has said that
the dehydration of fruit and other food pro-
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ducts could be exploited in this State. That
is s0. It is a sin that we have not some form
of dehydration process so that our glutted
markets for fruits and vegefables could be
relieved. Much the same remarks apply to
our fisheries, The foreign element is exploit-
ing our fisheries and no adequate effort has
been made to deal with this important ques-
tion. If we had a couple of trawlers, one
operating in the Great Australian Bight and
one in Shark Bay, they would be able to pro-
vide a supply of cheap fish for the people.
That is only a minor matter. Let us get
back to some of the bigger things that should
interest us. I noticed that the Premier,
while in the Eastern States, made inquiries
in connection with one highly important min-
eral that Western Australia possesges in
abundanee—aluminiwm  sulphate. At pre-
sent the aluminiom of Western Aus-
tralia is merely exporled to Rastern
Australia, where it s fabricated. 1
have before me a report from M
Charlton Dodd, an American gentleman
at present lecturing in the Kalgoorlie School
of Mines, which shows that the alonife de-
posits at Lake Brown are convertible into
aluminium if suitably treated. However,
that is only a simple matter. The Minister,
if he secures the information recently ob-
tained by the Premier in the Eastern States,
will learn that before alunite can be manu-
factured into sluminium its silicious con-
tent must be separated from the aluna. The
work performed by the late Dr. Simpson,
whose early death we all deplore—the loss to
the State by it can hardly be, estimated—
has been of great assistance in this connee-
tion and the valuable research work carried
out by Mr. H. Bowley, the present Govern-
ment Mineralogist is equally important in

this and many other directions. The
Minister should take up the question
of utilising our alunite deposits. Mr.

Charlton Dodd’s report is available to the
hon. gentleman. It is necessary to have a
good physical chemist at the University to
carry out experiments cither in flotation or
otherwise, as he may consider best, to separ-
ate the silicious content. (lancing at im-
ports inte Western Australia I find that we
jmport no less than £194,000 worth of sul-
phur per annum.

Mr. Patrick: That is for the manufacture
of superphosphate.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes. However, this is
the farcical aspect, that in Kalgoorlie alone
sulphur is passing inte the atmosphere to
the exteut in value of £250,000 or £300,000
per annum, Reeently the Electrolytic Zine
Corporation approached the Tariff Board
with a view to the granting of a bounty on
sulpbur. British Chemical Industries have
perfected a process by which elemental sul-
phur can be obtained, That industry in it-
self would be worth to Western Australia
£500,000 per annum. I suggest to the Min-
ister that he get in toueh with the Eleetro-
lytie Zine Corporation in regard to its re-
quest to the Tariff Board for a bounty upon
the production of elemental sulphur. Alun-
ite contains 50 per cent. of sulphur, and
if we separated the silicions content
in the roasting of alumite, 50 per eent.
of sulphur would be produced; and
that would meet the requirements of Westarn
Australia, whiech, as I have said, last year
involved an expenditure of £194,000 in the
manufactare of superphosphate.

In yesterday's “West Australian” I
noticed an artiele dealing with magnesian
salt. Magnesian salt or carbonite is used
extensively for the produetion of a light
metal. Its use has gone ahead by leaps and
bounds on the Continent. In this State it is
safe to say we have by far the greatest de-
posits of magnesite in Australin. Under
ordinary conditions we should do business
with the Eastern States in that product.
Only reeently the Broken Hill Proprietary
Company took up valuable deposits of mag-
negite at Bulong, and is now prospecting
there. TUndoubtedly at an carly date the
eompany will he sending magnesite to
Eastern Australia for its own purposes,
Magnesite is used cxtensively in the manu-
facture of Epsom salts, On the 20th Sep-
tember last it was reported that on aceount
of the war with Germany a shortage of mag-
nesian sulphate will ocenr. Tf any place
can produce magnesian sunlphate, or Epsom
salts, echeaply, it is Kalgoorlie, within
20 miles of which large deposits exist. Proh-
ably production by Germany would be
cheaper in respect of obtaining the material
from salt springs and crystallising it.

I ohserve also it hes been urged that some
portion of the munitions of war required by
Australia should be manufactured here. The
Commonwealth Government should assist this
State by granting finance or a hounty to
establish the industry of nitrogen produe-
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tion here. That
cheap power in a centralised location.
I Telieve that with a  big national
power scheme such as we could estab-
lish at Bunbury, using Collic Coal as as
base for the production of power, it would
be possible. The same can be said of the
manufacture of explosives as well as of
fixation of nitrogen. There are many other
industries which could be established here if
only we had the prime desideratum eof cheap
power. If liastern Australia were cot off
from the outside world temorrow, it would
hardly be practicahle to produce steel in any
quantity.

Mr. Patriek: How are the Eastern States
getting on for manganese?

Mr., LAMBERT : They are obtaining sup-
plies from Sweden and Great Britnin. Ferro
alloy ean he produced in Western Anstralia;
and so it is with many of these minerals, I
am aware that the Minister alveady has a hig
job in front of him. Here is another. T refer
to the manufacture of soap in Western Aus-
tralia. Before a pound of soap ean be manu-
factured here, we have to import caustic soda
from the Eastern States. Now, the produe-
tion of caustic soda is quile a simple process.
Only a few yoars ago all Australia’s require-
ments in the way of eaustic soda were sup-
plied from abread, but the Mt. Lyell and
other companies are now producing it. It
will never he possible for us to establish such
industries here unless in the first place we
tackle the problem of workers' compensation.
Same members of the medical fraternity of
Western Ausiralia, as a big merchant in
Perth pointed out to me a few days ago, have
beon responsible for workers’ compensation
being 50 per cent. more cosily here than in
the Eastern States. That is due to the scan-
dalous robbery—and I say robbery advisedly
—practised by some members of the medical
profession in Western Australia.

"The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
getiing slightly away from the Estimates.

Mpr, LAMBERT: This matter is linked up
with industries. However, having said what
I have =aid, I need not further explore the
question except to say that T hope the time
will come when in the matter of workers’
compensation we can eurb the activities of
some members of the medical profession wheo
are protected by the British Medical Associ-
ation. That is one of the difficulties. I sug-
gest to the Minister that in connection with
many of the matters to which I have referred

can only bhe done by
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he get in touch with the people directly in-
terested and assurc them that the Wostern
Australian Government is earnest in its de-
sire to establish those industries here.

My, North: The cheap power scheme is not
yet approved, is it?

Mr. LAMBERT: No. The Hoyal Com-
mission appointed for the purpose is simply
tinkering with the subjeet. What is the
good of inguiring whether a little power
ean he run to use a milking machine
on some isolated farms¥ We should be
ingquiring  whether some of the bigger
industrics can be induced to make use of
a scheme of national power in Western Aus-
tralia, I wish the Minister would take a
note of this also, that if we could get the
alkali business established in Western Aus-
tralia, which would c¢ost only £20,000 or
£25,000, the effect would be to bring under
immediate review the possibilitics of paper
pulp manufacture here. It is not praclic-
able to utilise our waste wood unless we
develop an alkali industry with hoth chlo-
rine and alkali, and use them in connection
with the bleaching product. All these in-
dustries are interwoven. Unless we starl
with one and go right through the others
in sequence, there is no possibility of sne-
cess heing achieved. 1 the Government is
in ecarnest—I have little doubt about that—
in its desire to establish secondary indus-
fries, it must consider, guite apart from
other disadvantages to which T have already
alluded, the remission of taxation for a
number of years until such industries he-
come established. Manufacturers alveady
well established in the Rastern States are
not likely to consider decentralising their
activities. Unless Wostorn Australia can
offer not only a ready market for their
products but a remission of taxation over
a number of years, there is little likelihood
of those firms embarking upon indnstrial
undertakings here. Tf an advantageous
offer were made to those manufacturers
under the conditions to which T refer. [
helieve some response might bhe obtained.
T have mentioned one only of 30 or 40
other industries possible of establishment in
Western Australia.  Years ago Mr. Boeas
was despatched tn America to make in-
quiries regarding the tanning industry and
the prodnetion of tannin extracts. On his
return he fornished a eomprehensive report.
That gentleman was subsequently emploved
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in the service of the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research.  Although we
spent so much woney upon that investiga-
tion, we now find that practically the whole
of our tanning products ave cxported, lo-
gether with our hides and skins. At the
same time enormous quantities of leather
goods are imported. So it goes on down
the miserable history of our seceondary in.
dustries. In Western Australia we are eap-
able of producing sufiicient tannin extracts
to eope with the requirements of Australia
generally. So it is with many of our other
industries. If proper protection were given
to those prepared to invest money in West-
ern Australia, the State would leap ahead
as o manufacturing centre. I wish the
Minister every possible suceess in his cfforts.
He has to contend with diffienlties that are
almost insurmountable. He is confronted
with the fact that those associated with
established industries in the Eastern States
and the big finaneial institutions there have
o desire to invest in industrial activities
in Western Australia. So long az they can
exploit the Australian market to the extent
of £12,000,000 or £13,000,000 per annum,
their feelings are not likely to be ruffled
very much by any cffort we may undertake
to make the State self-econtained and self-
snfFeient.

We ean keep hammering at onr objective,
but we shall never do any good until we
secure the restoration of owr sovereign
rights, so that we may proteet and shelter
our indmnstries, as have been those in the
Bastern States from their inception. One
of the most regrettable features is thal
whilst the Commonwealth Government ap-
pointed 2 Roval Commission to inquire into
our disabilities and that Commission recom-
mended we should be granted our antonomy
and allowed to profect our industries for
50 years, the Government ignored the ve-
commendations of its own Roval Commis-
sion. We must keep urging the Commen-
wealth Government to amend the legislation
controlling the Tariff Board, so that that
body may he provided with the stafutory
right to decentralise indusiry and thereby
afford Western Australia an opportunity
for expansion. Until all sections of Parlia-
ment arc prepared to hand together in a
determined effort to seenre that end, we ecan
never hope to achicve our objective, We
should maintain the ficht to free Western
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Australia from the financial domination of
the fuastern States. We are producing food-
stulls and much of our requircments, but
the manufacturers in the Bastern States
viguy e benefit of too big a start. Unless
there is a drastic alteration in the dominat-
ing poliey, there is little hope for a small,
struggling State like Western Australia. We
have all the rcsources necessary to make
the State self-snfficient, We have most
favourable climatic conditions, and we have
an abundance of mineral wealth. 1 know
of little that we cannot produce in Western
Australia, but we are at a great disadvant-
age heeause many of the deposits are a
long way from the coast. Ounly by the
provision of cheap Lransport and power
faeilities would it he possible to bring those
deposits within the bounds of commercial
possibilities.  In India ohe mincral is pro-
duced and conveyed 700 miles by rail from
the Central Province to port at 7s. per ton,
whereas the cost of haulage of the sameo
mineral in Western Anstralia is £1 7s. per
ton, T do not hlame the railwayv anthori-
ties, who, T believe, ave doing their hest, but
our isolated position, our small population,
and leng railway hanlage distances, combine
to make it impossible to work our valnable
mineral deposits on an cconomical basis.
That they will he developed eventually ean-
not be doubted. Australia is the last of the
great island continents to be ocenpied
by white people, and in the western
half we have possibilities that, given a
reasonably fair deal by the Commonwealtn
Government, shounld ultimately he developed
to the stage at which Western Australia wil
be able to rise above her diffienlties and
compete successfully with the large intovezis
in the Eastern States. The Government
shonld see to it that those in a positien to
aid the work shznl? he given every nossible
assistance and so help to make Western
Australia the State it onght to be.

MR, McDONALD (West Perth) [8.10]:
The largest Vote in the Minister’s Estimates
ig that which has reference to child welfare
and outdoor relief. T wish to deal with only
one aspeet and that is the assistance given
to children, particularly those in the orphan-
ages. T desire to reinforce the request made
to the Government to allow an addifional
sum to he placed on the Estimates to he
made availahle for the relief of children
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wholly or partly dependent upon the State.
The amount provided in the past has been
little enough. The Minister will agree to
that. Because the cost of commodities has
risen, that being reflected in the movements
of the basic wage—in view of cxisting and
future conditions, that cost is likely to rise
still more—every time there is an increase
the diffieulties of those eatering for the chil-
dren hecome greater. Although it is a
platitude, perhaps T might remind the
Government that there is no asset that will
better repay the State properly to look after
than the coming generation. We should use
the uimost endeavour to see that those de-
prived of the advantages of a home life, such
as that enjoyed by the offspring of well-to-
do or comparatively well-to-do parents, shall
have the best opportunifies possible. 1 as-
sure the Minister that I do not care what he
docs, or where he gets the money from, apart
from any serious breach of the law, and I
shall support him.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [8.12}: 1 shall
touch upon two departments under the con-
trol of the Minister beeanse they appeal to
me as being the most important, The mem-
ber for Yilgarn-Conlgardie (Mr. Lambert)
has given a good indication of what is pos-
sible in regard to our mineral resources. I
shall not deal with the Department of Indus-
try, except to say I consider it of such im-
portance that the Minister should de-
vote his full time to the work associated
with it. The portfolio of Labour and Child
Welfare should be handed over to another
Minister. There bas not heen much indus-
trial tromble in Western Aunstralia during
the last vear or two, hut it iz possible that,
due to changing conditions, some unrest may
be manifest in the future. During the ses-
sion this House passed the Increase of Rent
{War Restriction} Bill. The Minister has
done his part except that, in my opinion, he
has not gone far enough. The Conservative
Government of Great Britain as early as
the 2nd September, the day after war was
duelared, took steps to introduce legislation
that went farther than di@ our Bill. The Rent
Act of 1939, which hecame law in Great Bri-
tain on the 3rd September had far-reaching
effects, Even at this stage of the session, the
Minister should attempt to persuade the
Government to introduce amending legisla-
tion along the lines of that existing in Great
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Britain fo proteet people that may be
threatened with evietion. One day last week
I received a leiter from a person in Lake-
street, Perth, asking me whether the rent
restriction Bill had been passed, whether it
was in operation and, if so, whether it pre-
vented a landlord from evicting one tenant
and then raising the rent. Up to date T
kave not replied to that letter, but I know
that the rent Act in Great Britain went so
far as to prevent a landlord from evicting
a tenant provided the tenant paid his rent.
If it is possible under the measure that this
House has passed for a landlord to get rid
of one tenant and let his house at an in-
creased vrental to another, the measure
shounld be amended to prevent that. I pro-
pose to inform hon, members of a few of
the provisions of the rent eontrol Aect of
Great Britain that has bern passed since the
war starled.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon.
eannot very well do that.

Mr. CROSS: This affects the Department
of Labour and the workers associated with it,
gnd is a most important question for them,
That the Departinent of Labour should give
some attention to the matter is most im-
portant, in order that people likely to be
affeeled might Le protected. The British
Rent Aet of 1939 made provision for deal-
ing with tenants of houses of a greater valne
than those dealt with under the old Aect I
propuse to touch on the matter briefly so
that the Minister may have some idea of
the provisions of that measnre. Tt provided
proteetion for tenants of houses up to a
ratezhle value of £100 in London, whick in-
cluded the metropolitan police distriet and
the City of London alone. Tt protected men
in houses up to a rateable value of £75
overywhere else in England, and £30 in
Scotland. The rateable valne is that which
was operating in April, 1939, and the stan-
dard rent fixed is that operating on the 1st
September, 1939. That cannot he inereased
cxeept with the permission of the court. It
15 also provided that the rent may be in-
creased only in two cases: in the first place,
if rates are increased, and then only to =
similar amount

The CHAIRMAN: T am afraid the hon,
member is getting far away from the Esti-
mates. I cannot find any provision in the
Fistimates regarding rent.

Mr. CROSS: T think, Mr. Chairman

member
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
think anything he likes, but I say there is
nothing in the Estimates to provide for such
a discussion,

Mr, CROSS: I have a definite reason for
atternpting to speak on the matter. Many
of the people associated with the Depart-
ment of Labour will be affected. T refer to
men who are purchasing their homes. I
know of men who have had mortgages called
up and cannot get the money to pay. The
Minister for Labour is interested not only
in people employed by his department but
alse in those coming under other depart-
ments with which he is associated through
the ramifications of the Department of
Labour.

Mr. J. Hegney: If he is not interested, he
should be.

My, CROSS: Yes. That is why I think
I should be permitted to say a few words
on this matter.

The CHAIRMAN: I tell the member
for Canning that he must cease. There is
nothing in the Estimates to provide for this
discussion.

Mr. CROSS: I will attempt {o deal with
it on some other Vote. I want to bring the
matter under the notice of hon. members,
as it is of paramount importance.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
will give consideration te the Chairman’s
directions, and cease discussing the matter.

Mr. CROBS: Very well. I wish now to
speak about the department mentioned by
the member for West Perth (Mr.
McDonald}. That is the department from
which T received the letter T read to the
house during the Address-in-reply debate.
In that letter the statement was made that
much of the department’s information was
received anonymously, Members will recall
my complaining then that the Child
Welfare Trepartment had reesived a most
wicked letter containing untrue state-
ments about a  certain  woman. Those
statements were proved fto be untrue. I
wrote fo the department asking it fo remove
that letter from the file, but so far as I know
it has been kept there. I was told in a
letter from the department that much of
its information came through anonymous
sources. I hope the Minister will agree that
one of the vilest letters T have ever read in
my life should be removed from the depart-
mental files. The woman eoncerned has been
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proved by investigations made by the de-
pariment to be innoeent of the charges made
against her. The member for West Perth
mentioned that the children at certain in-
stitutions did not receive all they were en-
titled to.

Mr. Needham: His veply was justified.

Mr. CROSS: It was, and [ will prove it.
We have a sympathetic Minister in charge
of the department, but he has foo much
work to do. I have gone to the trouble of
gathering some fignres from the Estimates
of the last few years, and those figures de-
monsirate the remarkable fact that the de-
partment seems always o end the year with
a surplus. Members will recall that last
year I drew the aftention of the Government
to that faet. I pointed out, as I point ont
now, that the matfer is not a party one, but
that the responsibility for looking after the
aged and sick and of women and children
in need is one that all hon members and
people of the Statc generally must face I
do net care what Government is in power;
if that Government leans to the generous
side in its treaiment of destitute women and
children, the people are not likely to put it
out of office on that account. T do not think
we are snfficiently gencrous towards those in
need; in fnct, we are very parsimonious.
From what I can see, this department seeks
at all times to reduce as far as possible the
miserable allowances that are given to its
unfortunate clients. I know that is not the
desire of the Minister or of the Government.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Why do not you alter
the position$

Mr. CROSS: T wonld if I conld, and I
will if T possibly can.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What is preventing the
Minister from doing it?

Mr. CROSS: I point out to hon. mem-
bers that the estimate for the department
this year is only £1,000 more than thaf of
1937. The Premicr has provided for an
inereased allowance to the small-unit fami-
lies: not hefore time. It is not as much as
T desired, but the coneession was keenly ap-
preciated by those affected. Up to last
vear. the maximam that a woman with two
children could receive from the department
was 27s. per week. After the change, it was
possible for her to obtain 33s. a2 week. I do
not know where a hounse fit to live in ean be
nbtained for less than 15s. 2 weck. That be-
ine so, hon. members will sorely realise that
a woman cannnt properly look after two
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children and provide them with food and
clothing and the other necessities of life if
she receives only 33s. per week. 1i has to
be remembered, too, that those children will
be the citizens of tomorrow. 1f this is to re-
main an “A” class nation, the children must
be properly caved for. That cannot be done
with such a small amount of money. Even
after that sum had been granted to people in
need, the department finished last year with
a surplus of £4,605. In 1938 it had £1,151
of its Vote unespended, and in 1937 £8,981.
That would not be due to the Minister, but
to the administration of the department,

The Minister for Labour: And improved
eeonomic conditions.

Mr. CROSS: Yes, I admit there may he
something in that. One would, however,
think that with so much poverty existing
amongst the people to be cared for by the
depariment there would not be any surplus.
1 know something about the matter because
I have taken particular interest in ecascs
handled by the Child Welfare Department,
not only in my area but also in many other
places. The Vote has heen inereased hy
£1,000 over that of 1037. The estimate this
year is £112,200, as against £111,200 in 1937,
In 1938 the amount was £107,100, and in
1939, £114,450.

In my clectorate ihere are four or
five institutions caring for children. One
of them has 80 children, 65 of whom
are assisted mnot by the Child Wel-
fare Department, but by the Department of
Native Affairs. I refer to Sister Kate's
Home. The children in that institution should
be transferred from the Department of
Native Affairs to the Child Welfare De-
partment. They have been brought up in
exactly the same way as white children and
anybody looking at some of them without
knowing their parentage, would not sus-
pect them of being quarier-castes. Does
the fact that there is a touch of colour
in a child mean that that ehild can be kept
for 2s, a week less than other children?
Would any hon. member, for 3s. a week like
to have to provide clothing, food and
other necessities for a child? The whole
situation seems to savour of parsimony and
should not be tolerated. The amount
granted per child in the other instifutions
is far too low, but the first thing to be done
is to raise the allowance to the children
in Sister Kate’s Home to the level of that
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received by the children in other institu-
tions, 1 hope this appeal will not faill
on deaf ecars. I think all hon. members
will support it. Even if fo make this extra
provision means securing additional taxa-
tion of between £10,000 and £20,000 a year
from the wealthier section of the com-
munity, I do not think those people will
grumble very much. The Child Welfare
Department appears to me at times to be:
most casual in some of its activities, A
few davs ago I was at a public meeting
and a man told me he had borrowed a few
shillings from the department. He had
veen sick and had had to apply for assis-
tance.  That mmoncy bad to be paid back
and they had a garnishec upon his wages.
He complained that the only receipt he
reccived was in peneil on the back of an
envelupe, and he produced a pay envelope.
I eould not folluw him, I have rcceived a
letter from a public bedy asking me to
take the matter up with the Minister, be-
cause the man does not know what he owes,
whether the money has been properly re-
turned, and whether it is right that a
receipt written in peneil should be given.

The Minister for Labour: What is the
name of the public body?

Mr. CROSS: It lhappens to be the Can-
ning Branch of the Australian Labour
Party.

The Minister for Labour: It must be a
good ease.

My, CROSS: The name of the man 1s
Ferby, employed at the Canning dam and
living at Queen’s Park. DPossibly the re-
ceipt was given by the paymaster at the
Canning dam. I hope the Minister wili
take up the appeal 1 bave put forward,
and that the department will be more gene-
rous in its treatment of women and chil-
dren who arc dependent on the State.
Costs in the next few months and years
are bound to rise. When there was a gene-
ral inerease in the basic wage people re-
ceiving assistance from the Child Welfare
Department did not benefit by that in-
erense. I know that in the case of a large
number of families rents and ecosts have
risen, and they have had increasing diffi-
culty in carrying on. T hope the Minister
will take steps to meet the rising costs and
gee that the people referred to get a better
deal than they have had in the past. 1
am sure no one would eomplain if the de-
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partment  was over-generous, something
that it eannot be accused of at present. If
the mark is overstepped, no one will com-
plain, because the children who will be
assisied will be the citizens on whom the
State will rely in years to come.

MR, HOLMAN (Forrest) [8.33]: I am
going to touch npon a point that has not
vet been dealt with, namely, the Arbitration
Court. There is nothing new in that topic,
but there are aspects regarding that tribunal
that should receive consideration. I refer
particularly to the appoinfment of a perm-
anent industrial magistrate. This mabter wag
dealt with by me on the Address-in-reply,
and T gave reasons why such an appoint-
ment should be made, During the course of
years deputations from responsible bodies
have waited upon Ministers, in connection
with this matter. Unfortunately, no particu-
lar move by any Minister has yet hbeen made.
It is peculiar that such a big factor in the
industrial life of the State should not be
looked upon with more favour, especially as
these are the days of specialisation when in-
dustrial matters are dealt with by the Arhi-
tration Court. T find from the report to the
30th June, 1939, that no fewer than 166 in-
dustrial unions and associations are regis-
tered at the Arbitration Court, and that these
involve a membership of over 56,000 workers
and emplovers, and that the number of em-
ployers in associations is 1,180, When we con-
sider that all these organisations are work-
ing under different awards and agreements,
it seems strange that we have only a tem-
porary or make-shift magistrate to deal with
industrial eases. It is possible for cach of
the 166 orgarisations to be controlled by five,
six or seven awards or agrcemenis. T could
refer to the orgzanisation to which [ be-
longed. That is working under no less than
seven industrial awards or agreements. When
we go before the conrt with cases of indus-
trial breaches we have to do so on Thurs-
day, and put our case before a magistrate
who is obliged to carry on his ordinary duties
during the remainder of the week at Fre-
mantle.  Specialisation by magistrates is
nothing new. Wae find from the votes with
which we arc now dealing that a special
magistrate has been appointed at an estim-
ated cost of £533 to do the eourt work asso-
ciated with the Child Welfare and Ouldoor
Relief Department. During the debate spec-
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ial reference has been made to that magis-
trate, and the good work he is performing
in the Children’s Conrt. No one can deny
the valuc of that appointment or that it las
been fully justified by the results.  That
magistrate has specialised in children’s cases.
We can well ask why such a step has not
been taken in connection with the industrial
courts. I understand that approximately
400 cases will be dealt with this year in
the industrial court. I was very much sur-
prised that I could not get a copy of the
“Industrizl Gazette” at Parliament House.
If the Chairman does not stop me I will zay
it is high time the Houge Committee took
that matter up. I shall probably have to
get a copy from the Government Printer. A
great deal of work has to be done in connee-
tion with 400 industrial cases. They em-
brace a variety of subjeets, interpretations,
legal difficulties, and cover a variety of
awards and agreements. How anyone could
expect a magistrate, who is only a buman
being, and can devote only one day a week
to bringing his mind to bear upon such im-
portant matters, to deliver intelligent judg-
menis upon the questions hrought before
him, I eannot imagine.

The industrial eases are heard by the mag-
istrate in Perth on Thursdays. He may have
to deal with questions affecting the Railway
Union, the Printers’ Union, the Tramway
Union or the Timber Workers’ Union,
all being difficult eases. He is sup-
posed to interpret the awards placed be-
fore him, and the department gives him onse
day & week to assimilate all that knowledge.
The system is ridiculous, and should not be
allowed fo continue. The magistrate spends
the rest of the week in the Fremantle eonrt.
He takes industrial cases in Perth on Thurs-
days, may devote a day a month to cases at
Midlapnd Junection, may gceasionally visif
Pinjarra, and alse takes industrial cases at
Fremantle. The officials of the department
are the last people to wake up to the nced
for specialisation, The legal fraternity has
taken cognisance of it, and the organisations
of workers as well as of employers have also
specialised in industrial law. The union
does not go to any legal firm when it wishes
to be represented in the industrial court, but
clooses its own speeialist in industrial mat-
ters. The Emplovers’ Federation was
brought into cxistenice so that it micht have
itz own specialists in industrial questions.
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It has officers who deal solely with
cases heard before the Arbifration Court.
Employers ontside the Federation also know
this is the day of specialisation in indus-
irial law, and seldom do we find cases
handled by other than solicitors who have
specialised in industrial Jaw. Whilst all these
forees are brought to bear upon the special-
ised side of industrial law, we find that a
magistrate who is not himself a specialist
has to hear all these cases. Probably he
could hecome a specialist if he devoted his
own time to doing so.

The Minister for Labour: He has done
0.

Mr. HOLMAN: The more shame to
those who have allowed it. He shonld be
be able to aequire the necessary knowledge
in his ordinary working hours, and should
not have to engage in research work in his
own time. Other people are not expected to
do that, and do not have to do it. 'The
numerous important cases that come before
the Industrial Court make it imperative that
a permanent magistrate should be appeinted
to deal with them. An organisation may
bring a case before the Industrial Magis-
trate, and the first thing that gentleman has
to do is to decide whether the case is one
for him to deal with or for interprefation at
the hands of the Arbitration Court. How
can we expect a magistrate toe deal with
ordinary c¢riminal cases during the week,
and then devote his attention to determining
whether issues shall be sent on for con-
sideration by the Arbitration Court? We
ask him to undertake a task that normally
is the function of the Arbitration Court, and
at the same time do not allow him to
specialise. This is all the more imporiant
hecause the Aet 15 so framed that he has to
arrive at decisions in respect to matters that
cannot be considered by the Arbitration
Court. He eannot pass on matters of inter-
pretation to the Arbitration Court if the
terms of the appliecable awards have expired.
Thus the magistrate has to interpret such
awards himself, and we foist upon him a
task that is usnally undertaken by the Presi-
dent and his colleagues on the Arbitration
Court bench. If it is essential that the
President and the other members of the
Arbitration Court shall specialise in indus-
trial law and matlers assoeiated with in-
dustrial problems, surely it is equally essen-
tial that the magistrate who has to decide
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whether the awards issued by the eourt are
carried out or not, should be also required to
speeialise along those lines. Another im-
poriant phase of the problem is that while
we expect the magistrate to undertake snch
work with restricted conveniences in so
limited a time, that officer has not facili-
ties one could reasonably expect would be
available to a person holding such a respon-
sible position. Some time ago I referred to
the lack of an Industria] Court library. I
have sinece learned that the industrial magis-
trate is allowed access to the library of the
President of the Arbitration Court. But that
i not a complete answer to my criticism.
Probably I would feel much the same ag the
industrial magistrate must feel when, so to
speak, he has to go cap in hand to the Presi-
dent for permission to eonsult the reference
books in his library. Even though he has
access to the library, he is not favourably
situated from the standpoint of studying the
authorities. The President of the Court has
a comfortable room wherein he can engage
upon his research work. When he wishes
to read some authorities or make vari-

ous inquiries, the industrial magistrate
has to do his reading in & pas-
sage or else beg the loan of a

room from somc officer. If any member
ean regard that as adequate, I shall be ex-
tremely surprised.  The decisions of that
magistrate may affeect thonsands of people
and govern the cxpenditure of thousands
of ponnds. In those eireumstaneos, it is
high time a protest was made to protect
the intcrests of the employees concerned.
Then again, it regarded from the cmployers’
point of view, members will rememhor the
criticism levelled at the Arbitration Court
and the Industrial Court. Tn my opinion,
that eriticism has been largely justified
seeing that the work has been earried on
in such a ridieulous manner. On =ome
Thursdays the industrial magistrate has a
full list of applications to deal with, and
he has to reserve his decisions. In what
little time is available fo him, he has
to carry ount his investigations and study
the issues involved before he can reach
his conclusions. He has to eolleet what
data he thinks necessary, and take it
with him to Fremantle, where he devotes
what time he can to arriving at a decision
that he deems wil] be equitable to both sides.
As I mentioned previously, many of his
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deeisions are of vital importance. QOnee he
reaches Fremantle he loses touch with the
library of the Fresident of the Arbitration
Court, and should a point crop up that
needs elucidation he has to return to Perth
to consult further references. Why shoulid
not better tacilities be provided to enable
him to arrive at bis decision more advani-
ageonsly? That is all the more important
when we consider that his decisions are sub-
Ject to the right of appeal to the higher
court and even to the Full Court. A magis-
drate who has to deal with problems involv-
ing these important issues is allowed one
«day per weck to deal with them. Matters
relating to our industria] laws constitute one
of the most difficult phases of judicial work.
Of the members of this House few are
versed even in a small way in our industrial
laws, which are extremely hard to interpret.
The industrial magistrate has to cxercise
extreme care in arriving at his decisions
because in any. circumsbance onee ibe
decision is announced by the Industrial
Court, the worker has no right of appeal
That is intolerable, and would he intoler-
able even if we had a permanent industrial
magistrate who was allowed to specialise in
his work. The cxisting circumstances make
that position ten times worse. From the
employers' standpoint, only a limited right
of appeal iz available, because unless the
penalty is over £20 no such right exists.
Very often employers ask that a penalty of
£20 shall he imposed so as to allow of the
right of appeal. One reeent case may per-
haps convince the department of the serions-
ness of the position. The Commonwealth
Bank case involved interpretations of the
Commonwealth Constitution and the Com-
monwealth Banking Aet, The man who had
to undertake that task is employed as an
industrial magistrate for one day per weck.
An applieation lodged by the Clothing
Trades Union also involved an interpreta-
tion of the Federal Constitution. T shall
not labour the point further. I hope the
Minister will give serious consideration dur-
ing the coming year to the points I have
vaised, regardless of the fact that the re-
quests of deputation after depntation have
been rejocted. T trust the Minister will
reeognise the diffienlty, not only from the
poiut of view of the interests of employees,
but for the sake of industrial peace.

One other point T shall make relates to
the Factories Department, I trust that in
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the near future more inspectors will be
appointed to police the provisions of the
Jractories and Shops Act. I have made
various inquiries regarding the work of in-
spectors, and I believe that, owing to the
small numbcr of inspectors, the policing of
the Act amounts almost to a farce. When
we consider that cach factory inspector has
to remember particulars of a bhundred ov
more awards and agreements, and is re-
quired to travel long distances and to visit
numerous factories, how can we expeet the
task to be carried out properly? 1 urge
co-operation between the Federal Depart-
ment and the State Department fo enable
the faetory inspection work to he under-
taken more effectively, As it is to-day, a
State inspector is not allowed to enter Fed-
eral shops. That is most unsatisfactory. I
trust the Minister will consider the points I
have raised. Although I have appeared in
the role of a eritie, T take this opportunity
to congratulate the Minister on mueh of
the work he has undertaken, partienlarly
that in relation to the establishment of loeal
industries. I shall not diseuss that phase
because it has alveady been traversed satis-
factorily.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [8.59}: I
shall draw attention to one matter only,
and that relates to farm labour, which is a
serious problem to-day. During the week
several farmers told me it was absolntely
impossible fo seeure men in the country
districts, either to take off the crops or
te make preparation for the harvest. T
am not surprised at that. When introduc-
ing the Loan Estimates, the Premier stated
that arrangements had been made for
labour to he available to farmers. That is
only the beginning of the question. He
did not mention any provision enabling the
farmers to pay wages that the workers
might rightly expect to receive, and which
we all would like them to receive. For some
time past men have been gradually drawn
from the farming districts into the eity
for CGovernment relief work. They are in
receipt of wages preseribed by the Arbi-
tration Court and are enjoying the hours
fixed by that authority and therefore one
cannot expeet them to give up what they
have been receiving and accept a lower
wage for farm work, Not that the
farmer has any wish to pay low wages—
that is due Lo economie eireumstances; it



[28 NoveMBER, 1939.]

is almost impossible for the farmer to pay
any wages at all. During the past few
weeks sulficient has been said in the daily
Press and in the Federal House, as well
as in this House, to convinee the most ill-
informed person of the condition of the
wheat-growing industry and other primary
industries, although these latter have not
possibly suffered to the same degree.
Wheatgrowers have been asked to accept
for their commeodity about half the amount
it has cost them to produce it. Evidently,
therefore, farmers cannot pay anything but
a very meagre wage. I think farmers are
entitled fo obtain from the Government
some form of subsidy that will enable them
to pay their workers the wages they should
teccive. Two cases were brought under my
notice last year after seeding was finished.
A married man with two children living in
the country told mec he had finished work
for a farmer beeanse the season had ended
and he asked me whether T could get him
work. I did know of a farmer who wanted
workers, hut he could not afford to pay a
sufficient wage for a married man. I put
this man’s case to the Minister and asked
him if it were possible to provide a snbsidy
which would enable the man to undertake
the employment offering and maintain his
home in the ecountry. The Minister replied
that that form of subsidy could not be
econntenanced by the Government and that
the man had better make application for
relief work. I immediately connselled him
to do so and assisted him. He came to Perth
and was put on relief work. Had some form
of subsidy been provided, I ven-
ture to say that that man could have
enjoyed at least eight weeks’ work in the
country, whereas he received only three or
four weeks’ work in Perth for the same
money. That is not by any means
the only case that has come under my
notice. Other people have come to me
sinee and I have unhesitatingly advised them
to sign an application for relief work and
send it to the Employment Department.
They have in that way secnred relief work.
But all this is taking workers away from the
farming industry. Still another case came
under my notice. I will read a letter 1 re-
ceived from an emplover of labour who is
about 150 or 180 miles from Perth. Tt is as
follows :—

As an employer of youth labour I wish to
complain through you to the Minister for
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Labour re the railway fares charged them when
going to the country to work. As most are
raw to farm work and kave to be taught at
the expense of the employer, they cannot de-
mand a very large wage. Also they all require
fitting out for rough work, as most have either
not been employed before, or have been work-
ing in the ecity wearing light boots and eloth
clothes, which are useless on a farm. It takes
about two months’ pay to clear them of their
outfitting bill, and 214 weeks’ nav for their
ratlway fare, while a man on the dole gets a
free fare to a better-paid job, less hours and
a free pass back to Perth after so many weeks’
work, If free passes werg given to boys and
farm workers in general, quite a large number
would Jeave the city,

That seems a very reasonable request. I
will read the reply received by me from the
Assistant Minister for Employment:—

In reply to your letter of June 29th request-
ing the payment of railway fares for youths
to farm work in the country, I have to advise
that this was denc some years ago, but in prae-
tiece proved unsuccessful. There can be no
fair comparison wade between the conditions
prevailing on Government relief work and pri-
vate employment.

With that expression of opinion on the part
of the Assistant Minister I heartily agree.
When the private employer comes to the
end of the year he has to make up his re-
turns. He can only afford to employ labour
and incur other expenses within the measure
of his income; bul when the Government
employs a man the matter of making ends
meel is not one for consideration at all, The
Government ean pay any wages and pass the
cost on to the general taxpayer. The letter
continues :—

In the former the Government is the em-
ployer; with the latter it should be the respon-

sibility of the private employer to provide
decent wnges and conditions to his empleyees.

I accent “decent” The letter continues—

This will include payment of fare to the job
after, say, six months’ service, and return fare
after 12 months® service. This is the practice
carried out by good pasteoralists in the North-
West and frequently by good farmer employers,
My personal opinion is that the difficulty ex-
perienced in obtaining farm labour both for
vouths and men is eaused chiefly because of
the lack of a decent standard of wages and
conditions.

It is easy for the Minister to talk about de-
ecent conditions and decent wages. No
farmer has the slightest desire to pay other
than a decent wage or—shall we sav—Arhi-
tration Court wages, In almost every case
the farmer gives his employee the same con-
ditions as he has himself,
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Mr., F. C. L. Smith: Doses it take two
months to pay for a youth’s outfit? That
should net cost more than £5.

Mr. SEWARD: It depends on the nature
of the work that the man is doing and the
country in which he is working. It also de-
pends on the man. Some men can make an
outfit last only a certain time; another man
can use it twice as long. The man whose
letter I quoted is an employer of labour,
and a good man. He works hard himself,
but his workers observe the same conditions
as he himself does. Those conditions are
not over-strenuons. He also takes a fatherly
interest in the young fellows. I know him
personally and know the men whom he em-
ploys. I can assure the hon. member that
the man is one of whom his employees will
speak well.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: He is ont in his cal-
culations,

Mr. SEWARD: Not at all. As he him-
self indieates, many of these youths are
absolutely raw fo the work.

Mr, F. C. L. Smith: But does it take twe
months to pay for the outfit?

Mr. SEWARD: Yes. It should he guite
obvious to the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe that if a man has to he taught he
cannot expeet to receive the full rate of
wages paid to a competent man,  That is
self-evident. This emplover says it is neces-
sary to teach these young fellows. They can-
not expeet while being taught to receive the
same wages as those paid fo a man com-
pefent to work alone. That is fhe position.

Mr. T. C. L. Smith: Do they get 10s. a
week ®

Mr. SEWARD: It does not matter
whether the amount is 10s. or £10. The
farmer pays what he ean afford to pay. The
Minister knows perfectly well that the con-
dition of the industry today is such that
farmers eannot afford to pay much in the
way of wages.

Mr. Rodoreda: The indusiry has never
been able to pay.

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister apparently
has a different opinion from that of the
member for Roebourne.

Mr. Rodoreda: Tt never has paid anything
decent.

Mr. SEWARD: 1 flatly contradict the
member for Roebourne. I maintain that
the men were paid as high wages as the in-
dustry could afford ito pay. Since then
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things have cousiderably altered. It all de-
pends upon what is termed ‘“decent.”

Mr. Rodoreda: They do not get decent
conditions, cither.

Mr, SEWARD: As the member for Alt.
Magnet (Mr. Triat) said the other day, the
Arbitration Court has been largely respon-
sible for the present high level of wages.
Unfortunately, it is not the worker who is
receiving the benefit. Rises in wages have
bronght about altered conditions; prices of
commedities have risen. While it is possible
for secondary industries and commercial
bodies to pay increased wages, it is abso-
Intely impossible for primary industries to
do so, because the products of primary in-
dustry are being sold to-day for the same
price as they were sold 20 years ago,
whereas the necessaries required by the pri-
mary industries have risen over 100 per cent.
I put this aspect of the matter very seriously
to the Minister with a view to his doing
something to help men who are forced to
go to the country and work for low wages,
Nobody wants that.  Something must be
dlone to ¢nable these men to acecept employ-
ment in country districts, so that farmers
may get labour which is sp desperately
neeessary for them during the coming har-
vest.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[9.11]: T briefly appeal to the Minister for
something to he done for religions institu-
tions through the Child Welfare Department.
Some of those mstitutions will not accept
money from the Lotteries Commission; and
the 7s. per week allowed by the depart-
ment is not sofficient to keep a child.
Therefore special consideration should be
given to those institutions, the persons con-
trolling which consecientiously cannot accept
money from the Lotteries Commission, That
is one point. I am sure the Minister will, if
he can, do somecthing for those hodies. I
have seen some of the children in these in-
stitutions, and they are as well kept as is
possible on the amount of money provided
for their maintenance. I am sure the Minis-
ter will realise that in these so-called pat-
riotic times, when all funds are being
diverted to war purposes, it is hecoming in-
ereasingly diffieult for those particular in-
stitutions to carry on. Therefore, T appenl
to him to try to do something for those
people who are not at present in a position
to do all they would like for the children en-
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trusied to their care. Another point I de-
sire to touch upon is the question of widowers
whose children are under the gnardianship
of the Child Welfare Department. These
men, when in employment on relief work,
contribute towards the maintenance of their
children.  When not employed, they are
treated as single men, but the amount due
by them to the department for maintenance
15 debited against them. For instance, if a
man earns £2 a week on relief work, he has to
Pay an amount fowards the maintenance of
his children whilst he is wnemployed. That
s keeps mounting up. I know some relief
workers who owe considerably over £100,
and have no hope of paying it. While they
are in employment, Bs. per week is dedneted
from their wages and applied in reduction
of the debt. The point is, however, that
they can never hope to pay all that money,
and, as I say, the debt is mounting. Natar-
ally, the men become disheartened: in fact,
one man told me he would commit swicide
unless he eould get money to pay his liabili-
ties. Of eourse, it is impossible for him to
do so. Another point is that the men have
to sign an agreement that they will pay this
money, which seems to me quite wrong. I
trust the Minister will do something re-
garding the first question I raised and will
look into the other matter, hecanse T am
sure no bardship is intended. T have found
that in the Child Welfare Department all
possible consideration is shown. Whenever
T have taken people there, efferts have been
made to meet the difficulty and I have never
been refused help. At the same time, the
officials cannot aet contrary to the policy
of the depariment, and I helieve it is the
policy that makes the men responsible to
the department for the amount of money
owing.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A. R. @ Hawke—Northam—in reply)
[9.16]: I express appreciation to all fhose
memhers who have taken part in the general
debate on these Estimates. T shall have in-
quiries made regarding the points put for-
ward covering the Department of Labour
and the Child Welfare Department. Regard-
ing the poliey of the Government to promote
jndustrial expansion, T wish briefly to men-
tion some of the major matters that are
receiving aetive consideration at present.
There is the produncer-gas industry whieh is
probably the industry that promises most in
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the near fnture in the way of industrial
development in this State. A conference is
to be held in Melbourne next Monday at
which the Commonwealth and State Govern-
ments and the Universities of Australia will
be represented. The conference will discuss
fully the possibility of establishing the gas-
producer industry upon a ecommereial basis.
This State will probably be represented by
the Chicf Mechanical Engineer of the Publie
Works Department, Mr. Shaw, and the In-
dustries and Works Promotion Engineer Mr.
Fernie,

The gas-producer industry is much further
advanced in Western Australia than in any
other State of the Commonwealth, so much
so that gas-producer units are exported to
the Eastern States. We must be represented
at the conferenee next week, beeause possibly
a suggestion will be put forward, or an effort
made, to cstablish this industry on a more
or less monopoly bhasis of production in
cither New South Wales or Vietoria. I
understand that the Broken Hill Proprietary
Company Limited is eonsidering the question
of establishing itself in the field of manu-
facturing gas-prodocer units. If the com-
pany so establishes ifself, we can be reason-
ably certain that Western Australia will not
receive much consideration in the matter.
We are earrying out investigations to ex-
pand the fishing industry in respect to the
capture of fish, the sale of fresh fish, the
freezing of fish for sale and the eanning of
fish for sale. There have been important
developments in these directions, and mem-
bers know that this field is one that offers
almost unlimited possibilities.

The alunite deposits mentioned by the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
bert) in his interesting and informative
speech have heen investigated. We are en- -
deavouring fo have 100 tons from the
deposits at Campion put throngh special
treatment proeesses to ascertain to what ex-
fent they can be commercially explioted in
the near future. The production of jams,
preserved fruits and fruit juires has reeeived
careful and thovough consideration during
recent weeks. We are convineed that the
production of jams, fruit juices and pre-
gerved fruifs will, during the coming season,
exeeed the value of any previous season by
£50,000.

The question of manufacturing tractors in
Woestern Anstralia is being investigated. We
have made valuable eentacts in that connec-
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tion. The idea being considered is that of
manufacturing in this State tractors snitable
for running on charcoal gas. If we can per-
suade or assist the manufacturers concerned
to establish an industry of that kind in
Western Australia, it will be a great step
forward, and will certainly be of immense
assistance to the farming industry. We have
given some consideration to the question of
manufacturing sulphurie acid, Our investi-
gations so far indicate that the best prospects
are probably associated with the ecopper
mines of Whim Creek, situated in the Roe-
bourne district. Those investigations will be

advanced. We have made some inquiries as’

to the possibility of establishing a steel
manufacturing industry on a small scale for
a start. If this industry can be established,
it will be of great help not only for itself
but for allied industries already operating
and for others that can bhe cstablished, pro-
vided we can produce steel of good quality.

My, Lambert interjected.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The ex-
port of Government scrap steel has ceased.
Wherever possible we are preserving our
supplies of scrap steel for use in loeal in-
dustries, and we hope some tests will be
carried out with serap to aseertain whether it
is possible to manufacture certain classes of
steel in this State.

Intoresting discussions have taken place
this week on proposals to establish the
cellophane industry in Western Aus-
tralia.  Seemingly the coming of the
war has hastened the establishment of
this indostry somewhere in Australia, and
this State, we understand, is as well sunited
as, if not better snited than, any other State
for the establishment of this industry. We
* believe that if the manufacture of eello-
phane can be established in Western Aus-
tralia, it will prove a great asset to the
State and will provide a foundation on
which other allied industries ean be built.
Scveral other matters are receiving con-
sideration, hut I do not intend to delay the
Committee by giving details of them now.
I trust that whenever a member has an idea
or snggestion that might be of value in
assisting the establishment of secondary in-
dusiries, he will send it along and we shall
be happy to investigate it. I invite any
member of Parliament who has in mind any
point about secondary industries to discuss
it with me, with the seeretary of the depart-
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ment or with the Industries and Works Pro-
motion Engineer,

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Faclories £7,360; Arbitration Court
£6,400; Council of Industrial Development
£2,900; Child Welfare and Outdoor Relief
£130 400~—agreed to.

[Jir. Withers took the Chair].

Votes, Mines, £144,305:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
A. H. Panton—Leederville) {9.27]: This is
one of the industries of the State that con-
tinues fo be prosperous, and on that aceount
it is one of the jindustries that does not cause
a great deal of worry. The price of gold has
made for the prosperity of the industry.
During the year 1938, 3,759,720 tons of ore
were crushed for 1,172,950 fine ounces
of gold, valued at £A10,409,923. TFor the
first nine months of 1939, 911,615 fine ounces
were produced, valued at £A8,634,015. Dur-
ing September a vecord month relurning
136,862 fine ounces worth £A1,434 568 was
reported. Tt is estimated that the yield for
the year 1939 will be 1,250,000 fine ounces
of gold,

Dividends deeclared for 1938 totalled
£A1,103,244, and for the first six months of
1939, £A539,938, making the total distribu-
tion by goldmining companies to the 30th
June last, £35,774,331. The number of men
reported as engaged in the industry is 14,867
Most of the principal producing mines re-
ported treatment of inereased tonnages, and
a nnmber of smaller mines became steadyv
and consistent producers. Tindals mine
which was assisted with a Government
guarantee of £30,000, came into production
this year. Sinee the inception of the pros-
pecting scheme in July, 1933, assisted pros-
peetors have erushed 59,072 tons for 30,119
fire ounces of gold. To the end of Septem-
ber, 8,135 men have been granted assistance
hy way of rations, rail fares and tools. At
present there are 765 men on the scheme. I
seeured information regarding some of the
prospectors and it is interesting to see how
they have fared. The outstanding erushings
sinee January, 1939, are as follows—

Snell and Henderson (Mt, Magnet) dollied
72 ounces hetween Januvary and March valued
at £650 and repaid their assistance in full

D. Girvin (Murrin}, who had been on the
scheme for two years without being interested
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in a ¢rushing, recovered 650 ounces of dollied
gold valued at £6,000. The assistance rendered
him was repaid in full.

Bassula and Rubery, in the Laverten dis-
trict, treated 10 tons of specimen stone for 55
cunces and crushed 16 tons for 134 ounces. A
further crushing by this party of 271% tons
yielded 118 ounces. The value was £2,200. The
assistance rendered was repaid.

Wellg & Cott (Cue) found a 10-ounce patch
a few days nfter their arrival in that distriet.
They were sent from Perth, and I understand
that it was their first attempt at prospecting
in that distriet.

Waldeek and Brown Bros,
treated 15 tons for 72 ocunces.
Daunltry and Thempson
treated 10 tons for 50 ounces.

D. T. Walton (Southern Cross) crushed 12
tons for 42 punces.

E. 0. Craddack (Ora Banda) 5§ tons for 22
ounces,

J. Stearn (Ora Banda) 15 tons for 43 ounces,

W. J. Matthews (Wiluna) 4 tons for 16
ounees; dollied 9 ounces and a further cerush-
ing of 10 tons for 21 ounces.

Merry and O’Neil (Mt. Magnet) dollied 22
ounces,

Falton and Son (Coolgardie) 25 tons for 40
ounces.

H. McMurray (Cue) treated 80 lbs, by Ber-
dan pan for 29 ounces.
Wilson and Drew

ounces.

P, M. Finnegan {Laverton) one ton for 21
ounces and dollied 55 ounces,

Black and Field (Kalgoorlie) % cwt. for 33
ounees.

II. H. and H. A. Cole (Laverten) dollied 49
ounces,

G. J. P. Hammond (Coolgardie) treated Ber-
dan pan and obtained 22 ounces.

R. Saunders & Son at Morley’s Find were
on the scheme some time ago. They have a
fair show at Morleys, and during this ycar
have treated 1 ewt. for 46 ounces, 100 lbs,
for 25 ounces, 27 tons for 167 ounces, and 2
tons for 95 ozs. They repaid the department
£130.

" These facts give hon. members some idea
of what prospectors are doing in their own
small way in gold production which was
initiated through the prospecting scheme
established by my pzedecessor, the late Mr.
Munsic.

Tnereased aetivity in the produoetion of
base metals was recorded during 1938. Ex-
ploratory operationg are heing continned at
Yampi Sound, and undonbtedly a fine de-
posit of high-grade iron ore has been dis-
closed. It is expected that the war will
stimulate mining for certain ¢lasses of base
metals.

With regard to State batteries I have some

interesting figures. There has been a good
deal of talk in this Chamber and outside

{Coolgardie)
{Broad Arrow)

(Laverton) dollied 32
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as to reduction of State battery charges.
Notwithstanding the considerable inecrease
in wages and salaries and cost of commo-
dities, there has been no inerease in erush-
ing charges since 1909. I have obiained
from the department figures dealing with the
scheme since 1938. At the close of that
vear there were 24 plants in commission, and
these treated during that year 108,966 fons
for 80,033 ozs., of bullion. At Marble Bar
and Boogardie, mills have been increased to
ten head; and at other plants many improve-
ments have been installed. I now give fig-
ures relating to State batteries from their
inception, alout the year 1898, to the 31st
December, 1938 :—

£ a. d.

Expenditure 2,350,310 10 1

Depreciation 413,092 6 0

Interest .. 035264 0 O

Sinking fund 126,948 14 6

3,425,615 10 7

Less Revenue 2,248,672 4 1

£1,176,943 6 6

Total capital expenditure £524,497 5 3
Year cnded 31st December, 1938

) £ 5. d.

Expenditure 112,557 0 9

Depreciation 9,157 8 1

Interest . 19,146 0 0

Sinking Fund 1,234 0 0

142,094 8 10

Less Revenue 124,179 11 11

£17,914 16 1%

Cartage Subsuly £14 957 125 8d. and capi-
tal expenditure £12,408 10s. 11d. are not
ineluded in the forcgoing figmes.

Loss

While on the goldfields it was noticeable
to me that many prospectors and others
were under the impression that the depart-
ment received the full amount of 2 dwts. 8
gros. as its tailing treatment charge. That
is not so. Our extraction in regard to tail-
ings is 75 per cent, and thus the actnal
ampunt received by us is 1 dwt. 18 grns,
which is 75 per eent. of the 2 dwts. 8 grns.
In many ecases of course, the tailing pro-
duced does not assay 2 dwts. B gras.
In 1938 only 52.89 per cent. was worth that
amount, while 43.95 per cent averaged only
1 dwt 10 grns., and 3.16 per cent. contained
too much copper to be treated. It is my
ntention to amend the existing regulations
regarding this matter in order to make it
quite elear that the department charges only
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1 dwt., 18 grns., fine gold, and not 2 dwts,,
8 gros.

With regard to inspection of mines, an
additional inspector for ventilation purposes
has been added to the staff, and special
equipment has been purchased. The depart-
ment’s poliey is to make the mines as safe
from accident and disease as is humanly pos-
sible, and we are receiving every possible
assistance in this regard from managements
and men,

In addition to the School of Mines at
Kalgoorlie, we have now established sehools
at both Wiluna and Norseman. By this
means it is hoped to provide a regular
supply of trained men for the technieal
posts available in the industry. At one time
it was common for the Minister for Mines
to be signing the death warrant of a poor
miner suffering from miners’ phthisis and
silicosis, I am glad to he able to state that
such eases are now rare.

I have personally visited most of the gold-
ficlds this year, and have heen particularly
impressed with the efforts being made to
treat low-grade ore profitably. The price of
gold has steadily increased, and is today
fixed at £8 8s. sterling, or £10 13s, in Aus-
tralian currency. The Commonwealth execisc
of course reduces the price to £9 15s. 6d. re-
ceivable by the producer. The department’s
poliecy of financially assisting struggling
mines has been continued, and it is pleasing
to record that two of the larger properties
assisted, viz. Tindals and Celebration, came
into production this year, and are employ-
ing large numbers of men.

During my trip I was also struck by the
modern convenienees installed for men en
the mines. Having visited several of the
big mines, I was much impressed by the
facilities that are now afferded to employees
to preserve their health. The department
had been concerned by several accident eases
occasioned by earbon monoxide, and deeided
to learn whether it was possible to obtrin a
reseng mask., After negotiating with an
English firm we ascertained that a mask for
reseue work was procurable. I had an op-
portunity to exhibit such a mask, but the
outbreak of war has prevented the depart-
ment from, as yet, procuring supplies of the
appliance.

In examining statistics, our attention was
drawn to the numerous aceidents resulting
in head injury. During my trip T found
that at the Big Bell mine a safety hat bhad
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been adopted. I brought the matter to the
attention of the Chamber of Xinecs, which
has agreed that these safety hats should he
used. A regulation has been drafted making
it obligatory on all companies to furnish
every man working underground with a
safety hat, These hats are also heing asked
for in the Collic coal mines. The intredue-
tion of this safeguard will effect a large re-
duetion in head injuries, especially in the
gold mines. The formation of safety com-
mittees by the miners will also operate in the
direction of continuously lessening the num-
bor of aceidents in general.

I am very glad to he able to report that
the mining industry continues to be prosper-
ous. All things considered, I believe we can
look forward to a further period of
prosperity in gold mining. The inerease in
the price of the metal has given the industry
an opportunity to exploit low-grade areas
which, as men familiar with our goldfields
are aware, have long been lying idle. How-
ever, with capital the low-grade ores have
now heen developed. T have pleasure in sub-
mitting the Mines Estimates,

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison} [9.45]:
Tt was pleasing to listen to the Minister's
introduction of these Bstimates. There is
no doubt that the goldmining industry is
recognised by all hon, members as being a
wonderful asset to the State, inasmuch as
it has been instrumental in absorbing large
numbers of men who would otherwize have
been unemployed and consequently a lia-
hility instead of an asset to the Statc. We
can accordingly be most thankful for the
existence of the goldmining industry. From
time to time I have endeavoured to prevail
npon Ministers who have held the portfolin
of Mines to recognise the fact that the Act
governing the industry is badly in need of
reconstruction. My efforts up to date have
been of no avail. Seemingly they are not
likely to be effective. There has been no
mention of any prospective legislation;
there will certainly he none introduced this
session, bhut if the industry iz all we have
caleulated it to be and if we rccoghise its
importanee, it is high time something was
done to revelutionise the Act. There are
not many more members interested in the
Statute, because not many represent the
goldmining industry.

Mr. Patrick: It is a very old Aect.



[28 Noveumper, 1939.]

My, MARSHALL: It dates back to 1904.
Fortunately this year there are one or two
additional members in the Chamber inter-
ested In this matter, and 1 am hoping that
by virtue of inereased pressure we shall gei
something done. It is no use members
imagining that this indbsiry ean conotinue to
flourish vnless we give some protection to
those investing large sums of money in
it. As the Minister has pointed out, ton-
nage has increased, together with values,
but the money invested is nob inecreasing,
and that is the point to which we must
give serious consideration. I am informed
that today a bar of gold could not be sold
in England, because investors have beeome
seeptical, That is due in the main to mar-
ket manipulation and rigging and the flota-
tion of what we call wildeat propositions.
I understand that the New Scuth Wales
Mining Act was amended scveral years ago
in n manner that gives some guarantee fu
those investing capital in the industry, the
prospectus as submitted to the public hav-
ing to be reasonably true and ecorrect. If
anyone attempts to float a proposition that
is not genuine and not in aceord with the
prospectus he is liable at law and ean be
subjected to heavy penalties. For some un-
known reason, while the industry enjoyed
the advantage of having a large investment
of capital, the then DMinister for Mines
visited England. I respectfully suggest there
was no occasion for any visit at that time,
and T am sorry to say I do not think the
visit was materially valuable from the poeint
of view of inspiring further investments.
Time has demonstrated that fact. I do not
know that there has heen any period in
the history of the industry in Western Aus-
tralia when investors from other countries
needed so much encouragerreni through
amended legislation to eontinue investing in
the industry as they need today. The time
is not far distant when some of the mines
must of necessity be worked out, and if
we have not a steady flow of eapilal into
the industry its prosperity will he a thing
of the past, as is the case in most of the
other States. To amend the Mining Act is
more opportune now than at any previous
time, and a visit to England by some min-
ing authority from Western Australia would
do more good than any former visit ever
did.

The Minister for Mines: You cannot get
money from England now.
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Mr. MARSHALL: We are not hoping
that the war and the consequent restric-
tions placed upon the export of capital will
continue for a long time.

The Minister for Mives: Are you trying
to get rid of me?

Mr, MARSHALL: I would not care who
went; but I think the first job of the Min-
ister is to amend the Mining Aect. Unless
that were done it would be of no use any-
one going to England to try to encourage
investments. The Aect has been in operation
since 1904. Only minor amendments have
been made, and the measure is as obsolete
as it conld possibly be. I venture to sug-
gest that one-third of the contents of the
Act could be repealed. A complete redraft-
ing is necessary. The Act is so badly framed
that one has difficatty in ascertaining what
is and what 5 not the law regarding the
industry. It is in a deplorvable state, and
comprehensive amendments should he made.
Otherwise we are not likely to encourage
investors to put further capital in the in-
dustry. That so much apathy shonld be dis-
played is deplorable, Jf we valune the industry
we shonld do something, and time is the
essence of the contract. I respectfully sug-
gest again Lo the Minister that, whether it is
distasteful to him or not, the obligaion is
upon him to do something, and I hope he will
get his departmental officers to work on
amending the Act.

I have also endeavoured to persuade pre-
vious Ministers, as well as the present Min-
ister, to recognise the fact that the Act needs
to be amended in another direction. The
Minister spoke of the prosperity of the in-
dustry, referring to the amount of wealth it
had created; but there is a sad tale to be
told when another side of the picture is
viewed. We cannot tell the actnal number
of men who have lost their lives in the pro-
duction of gold in Western Australia. Out-
side of those killed by accident there are
many thousands who have died from the
diseases peculiar to this indumstry; and
they have died at a very early age.
I have repeatedly asked Ministers to
do something in the way of amending the
Act to provide for the proper ventilation of
mines. The most remarkable fact is that a
big company after having bored its proposi-
tion and found the dip and the width of the
lode ean send draftsmen into the office to
draw a working plan for stoping out or
mining out that proposition, but it is not
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obliged to submit to the Minister, side by
side with those plans, some positive and
definite scheme of ventilating the mine, This
is one of the most important aspects of the
industry from the worker’s point of view.
We allow the companies to continue opera-
tions until they get the mines worked down
to great depths, then the inspector eomplains
about the ventilation. To do anything at
that period, however, involves considerable
expense, and that is the usual excuse ad-
vanced. The preservation of the health of
the men employed in this industry should be
a consideration af the outset, and all persons
proposing to operate in a big way should be
ohliged, when they are drawing up their
plans for the mining of the ore, to submit
to the Minister plans for the proper ventila-
tion of the mines. If we insisted on that the
cost would be gradual and unnoticeable.
Failing that, we will allow them to continue
ruining the lives of thousands of young men,
Every time an effort has been made by an
inspector to secure proper ventilation and
sanitation the reply has been made that to
provide those facilifies would be too costly.
The Minister has a responsibility to see that
something is done in this connection,

Time and again I have made mention of
the provisions relating to the forfeiture of
leases. KEvery man with experience of the
industry knows full well that there are very
valuable blocks of land kept out of a state
of productivity becanse men will not apply
for their forfeiture. Men will not apply
for a forfeiture by others who are their col-
leagues and friends. [ tell the Mlinister
what I have told his predecessors, that there
is nothing harmful and unfair in amending
the Act to make it possible for an inspector
of mines to eall npon any lessee or holder of
a prospeeting area to show cause why his
proposition should not be forfeited. Upon
being informed that a certain lease was not
being worked, the inspector counld by per-
sonal investigation soon satisfy himself as
to whether it had or had not been worked
within a few days of his cxamination. He
could then call upon the lessee to go to the
court and show cause why the lease should
not he forfeited. If a man is not complying
with the Act, he should not he entitled to
hold the lease any longer. For the seecond
time sinee he took office I ask the Minister
to give consideration to this matter. Many
valuable blocks are remaining in a stafe of
vuprodnclivity becanse men will not stoop
to apply for forfeiture and thus earn for
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themselves the title of professional jumpers.
The obligation to make such application
should not be placed on them. luspectors
eontinually tour these districts and if
authority were given them they wounld be
able fo call upon lessees to show cause why
their blocks should not he forfeited., If the
industry is to earry on, the matiers to which
I have referred should receive urgent atten-
tion. We cannot allow the industry to de-
cline to the state it was in before lhe price
of gold increased. If we do so the results
will he fragic hecausc the possibilities of
experiencing a new revival will be remote.
T ask the Minister to look at the New South
Wales Aet and see whether he cannot adopt
from it certain sections dealing with the
prevention of the flotation of “wild ecats”™.
Seeondly, I want him to see that all com-
panies fivst submit a plan of ventilation
before .commencing operations, and, thirdly,
I want him to give inspectors of mines
authority to eall upon any lessee to show
eause why his block should not be forfeited.

Mvr. Patrick: As is done under the Land
Act.

Mr. MARSHALL: I believe that sort of
thing applies under the Land Act. This is
not too much to ask of the Minister, If
ever he takes proper hold of the Mining Act,
he will find that one-third of it can be cast
aside. Its sections are obsolete, and have
out-lived their nsefulness. The Aect should
be remodelled in such a way as to separate
the different minerals, We should not have
gold mixed up with lead and other metals,
oil, coal, ete., all dealt with by hundreds
of regulations. A man would require to be
a Philadelphian lawyer to understand the
Aet and the regulations, and no one could
be sure of doing so even then. The industry
i5 top important to be administered by legis-
lation that is in such bad eondition as is this,

T wish to deal, too, with the health of the
men working in and around the plant at
Wiluna. This is as much a matier of tha
health of the men as it is of the mining in-
dustry itself. I have been in consultation
with medieal men in the eity. I think the
Minister knows Dr. Hislop, who has given
particular attention to this question. Many
of the men working in and around the
plant at Wiluna are suffering from poison
emanating from the arsenic plant and the
treatment plant. Doctors have informed me
that this is the only place in the world
where such a position is active. They have
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no guide and nothing to refer to from which
to get a lead. 1n consequence, men are ruined
in health and are getling no compensation.
Medical men at Wilana are too busy attend-
ing to their patients to deal with this par-
tieular phase. They have suggested to roe
that the Minister should send a special man
to Wiluna, to remain there for a period
and study all these cases. He would then
he able to diagnose the effect of arsenieal
peisoning, and compile statisties to show
how it affected some men and not others.
The object of the investigalion would be
fo ensure that the men affected were pro-
perly compensated for being incapacitated.
Men are compensated for practieally every
other mining disease. I am told the State
Insurance Office js paying compensation un-
fairly in some cases, and in other cases is
unfairly denying eompensation. It is no use
depending on local doctors, when a specialist
is required to give careful and lengthy con-
sideration to the matter. I understand that on
the lead mines in the Eastern States compen-
sation is given in special cases. The authorni-
ties there have preeedents to follow. Tn
the mines of that State some men can resist
lead poisoning and are able to continue their
work, but others very oguickly fall victims
to the trouble. Compensation laws have
been passed in New South Wales, where every
care is taken to prevent trouble, and when it
oceurs the men are fairly compensated.
Something is required to be done urgently
at Wiluna, and the Minister should give
consideration to the matter. If he will con-
fer with the officers of the State Insurance
Office and Dr. Hislop and others, he will
get valuable information from them. Al-
though the industry is a valuable one, I
hold that the health of the workers is the
first eonsideration. From the point of view
of humanity that consideration should be
given. I have watched thousands of strong
young men enter the industry, last a few
years, then live an agonising life for a few
vears, and die, The ventilation of our mines
must he improved, and a proper investiga-
tion must be made into the conditions of men
working on the Wiluna mines. I am pleased
that the industry is flourishing so well, It
has been of great value to the State, and I
do not know what wonld have bhappened
during the depression but for the industry.
Tt has absorbed many thousands of men
who would have been a liability upop the
State, and provided employment for thou-
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sands of people elsewhere than in the in.
dustry. It has been of untold benefit and
profit to \Western Australia, The amend-
ments 1 have suggested to the Mining Act
are urgently pecessary, and 1 hope the
Minister will give serious consideration to
them.

MRB. TRIAT (Mt Magnet) [108]: 1
agree with the member for Murchison that
the Mining Act is long overdue for a close
examination. I did not know that the dill-
cuity with respect to hogus eompanies eould
be overcome by amending that Aet, and
thought it would have to be done hy amend-
ing the Companies Aet; but {f it can he
done by the means suggested, it ought to
be done during the next session of Parlia-
ment. I have had a lot of cxperience of
mining companies and bogus flotations in
this State and clsewhere. Men who have
posed as honourable mining engincers, some
of them operating in Western Australia,
have been anything but honest in the opin-
ions they have expressed. They have made
statements that proved to he false. One min-
ing engineer reported recently on a big pro-
position near Kalgoorlic. He showed that
the lode was protruding from the ground
for a distance of over a mile and was ap-
proximately 10 feet in width. The amouut of
ore that he said was in sight was exten-
sive, and he econsiderrd the valurs to he
tairly good. His reports were made in detail.
After the company had spent between
£30,000 and £40,000 it failed to produce
one ton of pavable are. That engincer should
be imprisoned. T hope the Aet will he
amended to prevent men of that deseription
engaging themselves as mining engineers,
and making false reports of that nature.
Many instances of the kind counld be quoted.

The Mining Aet was quite an efficient
piece of legislation in the old days when
the workings were more or less allnvial, but
now that we have so many deep mines it
iz of very little avail, The Mines Regula-
tion Act is of greater importance than is
the Mining Aet, which deals for the meosi
part with leazes. I strongly snpport the
member for Murchizon in his request that
a eloser examination should be made into
the health of the men cngaged in mining.
As a member of the Mine Workers' Relief
Fund Board, which handles men who have
been turned out of the industry for health
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reasons, I have had a good deal of ex-
perience of this sort of thing. The figures
taken from the laboratory show that num-
bers of men are still confracting miners’
phthisis. Before members can understand
the position they should know what pro
cedure is followed. Prior to 1926 any man
could get a job in a mine, for no considera-
tion was paid either to his physique or his
bealth. He went below and worked, and
when he was too ill to work, he left the
industry. In 1926 the examination of men
began. Before a man was taken on to work
in the mines he had to undergo a thorough
physical examination by a qualificd doctor,
and in addition his lungs were N-rayed at
the laboratory. If there were the slight-
est signs of pleurisy or pnewmoma, the man
was oxcluded from the industry. Every
one had to be physically perfect, and any
person who did not come up to the stan-
dard was refused employment in the in-
dustry.

After 13 years oune would expeet that
all the old miners would have lefi the
industry or have died as a result of miners’
complaini, and that those who were left
would be physically fit.  Judging by the
examination that has taken place, however,
it appears that cases of early silicosis are
constantly being found. That is quite
wrong. It is wrong heeause companies are
not making snificient provision for ventila-
tion. It is not wrong on account of the
incidence of mining because there ave ne
mining operations that will not canse dust
to be liberated, dust thai leads to miners’
phthisis. There is no known method of
dealing with the trouble exeept by ventila-
tion, by pure air. South Africa is far in
advance of Western Australia in these mat-
ters, and it has been shown there that even
though the air in the mines is as clear as
is the air in this Chamber, it confains
minute particles of dust that are 150 times
too small to he detected by the eye, and
dust that in stil) air takes six hours to sink
5 feet. That air is eontinually sprayed with
very fine water sprays, in the endeavour to
reduce the amount of dust content, but the
results are not to be compared with what
happens when clean pure air is admitted.
The clean air takes the dust away, becausn
the dust is so fine that it has become a gas.
Mining companies put down a shaft for
developmental work without any thonght of
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future ventilation. What they depend on is
the venturi system. That 1s a system
whereby air is foreed into a pipe which
bhas an outlet, and that air is driven into

the workings. Oue can feel the air
when standing in front of the nozzle
and people imagine that they an

breathing clean, fresh, wholesome air. Ex-
periments, however, have shown that actually
the system is only eircunlating bad air, and
in many instanees the air contains an
accumulation of dust. In fact, the air is
full of dust. If sufficient fresh air was
travelling through the mines, there would be
no dust content, and the air would be clean
throughout. Two ventilation officers only
are employed by the Government. They are
thoronghly competent men, bhat they have
long distances to travel, and cannot be on
any mine all the time. As they examine
various mines they make reports, and by
that means the position is gradually being
clarified. They cannot, however, he expected
to do impossibilities. Commenting on a
mine in Wiluna, Mr. Brisbane, the venfila-
tion expert, on page 32 of the Mines De-
partment’s annual report states—

The main ventilation of the larger producers

is in very fair order. There is some trouble
on the west lode of the Wiluna Mine, Some
of the stopings involved are in workings that
are now inaccessible, and restoration of the
system will probably be difficult. The connee-
tion of the Happy Jack shaft on the 1,800ft.
level, which is now being made, may help the
ventilation of the west lode.
That sort of thing should not oceur in any
mine of consequence. A proper ventilation
systom should be earried out cverywhere on
the mines. I can well understand that a
mine manager who is pushed for eash may
say, “We will forget about ventilation; ié
will cost a lot of money; we can pick it up
later” It is impossible to pick up the
ventilation later. If our mining laws pro-
vided that, before a mine counld be operated,
adequate provision was made for ventilation
we would overcome the difficulty,

There is another matier to which I desire
to refer. I am a member of the safety com-
mittee. That consists of representatives of
the Chamber of Mines, inspectors of mines,
and of the union. The committee mests
about onee a month and discusses watters
appertaining fo the health and safety of men
working in the mines. It is an efficient com-
mittee and has done a lot of good work.
The analytical ehemist, Mr. Dodd, who was
referred to by the member for Yilgarn-
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Coolgardie (JMr. Lambert), has placed a
proposition before the committee to deal
with the nitrous fumes given off by the blast.
In his opinion, those fumes are responsible
for the loss of lives in the mines. Men die
rapidly in badly ventilated winzes or ends.
They can go there to work and, without the
slightest warning, collapse and die as a re-
sult of poison from the fumes. Mr. Dodd
eonsiders he has a method of combating the
fumes and some months ago le gave a
demonstration before the committee with
the nse of bullets that are inserted in the
holes when they are discharged. The result
is that the bullets give off ammonia gas,

which nullifies the effects of the nitrous
poison wasz. Tf we have not been able
to make a thorough examination of the

proposition because the Government has
not the adequate appliances with which
to earry out the test, T consider that
when men’s lives are at stake, all haste
shonld be exercised in seemring what appli-
ances are necessary. That should be done,
and if the test should prove satisfactory, in
my opinion, many of the poison cases that
are reported from time to time conld be
eliminated from the industry. I feel sure
that the Minister will do all he can as
speedily as possible fo ensure that the venti-
lation of the mines is adequate. If that is
done, there will he no miners’ phthisis re-
ported in Western Australia. Regarding the
incidence of miners’ diseases, members will
find a further reference in Inspector Bris-
hane's annnal report on ventilation in
niines, as follows:—

One fuming accident with fatal results to
two men occurred during the year, and there
were a few cases in which men were serieusly
affected. One of the men referred to above
Tost his life in attempiing te save the other.
That refers to the man T mentioned earlier
regarding the ecffeets of the fumes. As to the
incidence of miners’ phthisis itself, the par-
ticnlars of the 13th examination made in
1938 show that the number of men suffering
from silicosis early, previously reported as
normal, totalled 13, while those formerly
reported as silicosis early aggregated 266, or
a total of 279 men out of an aggregate
of 7,141 esamined, are definitely doomed
to be silicotic advanced cases within the
next two or three years. Even if the
ventilation of the mines is improved within
the next year or two, those men are doomed
to that fate. That indicates the inecidence
of the disease. If they were not fo leave
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the mines suffering from silicosis advanced,
12 months henee they would become sufferers
from silicosis plus tuberculosis. That is a
position dangerous not only to the industry
but to the whole community. If they are
pulled out of the industry, they become
classed as T.B. miners, and within the next
three years will become a burden on the
taxpayers of the State. Moreover, they will
be a danger o the community at large. The
namber of men suffering from tuberculosis
has fallen away, and people are apt to think
that the incidence of the disease is not as
great as it was. The faet is that tuber-
culosis has decreased only because men are
now taken out of the mines before reaching
that stage and are paid compensation ac-
cordingly, Under the old Aet, they had to
remain in the mines until they were de-
finitely tubereular before they could claim
compensation. Whatever can be done to im-
prove the ventilation of the mines should
he accomplished with all haste in order to
improve the conditions of the industry. Xo
mine shonld he atlowed to operate without a
plan of ventilation being drawn up. Only
then should development be allowed to take
place. Any steps along that line will bave
my support, and anything that the member
for Murchison (Mr. Marshall}) seeks to
achieve to improve conditions in the in-
dustry will equally have my aid. The in-
dustry is a wonderful asset to the State. It
provides employment for a large number of
men at a reasonably decent wage. Irrespee-
tive of whether the mine-owners can afford
the expenditure, they are required to pay
the prescribed wage. The miner usuvally
spends all he gets. If he earns £10 or £12
a weck, he spends it all, and his money is
in eireulation. I trust that the Government
will lose no opportunity to improve the con-
ditions in the industry. I support the Vote.

MR, W, HEGNEY (Pilbarra) [10.11]: T
desire briefly to refer to the necessity for
stimulating prospeeting in the Pilbara dis-
trict. For some years past the Government
has earried out a prospeeting scheme on the
Murchison and the eastern gol}ields with &
fair measure of suecess. I have reeeived a
number of requests from prospecfors and
others in the Pilbara district for the ex-.
tension of the scheme to Marbl» Bar and
Nullagine. The Government has given evid-
ence of its confidence in the possibilitieg of
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wining in that part of the State, by increas-
ing the capacity of the State battery at
Marble Bar and subsidising the erection of
a battery at Nullagine. I believe that if the
prospecting scheme were extended to the Pu-
bara districts, results would justify that
step. Recently I received information fo the
effect that a private party intended to erect
a battery 46 miles cast of Nullagine al a
centre known as Eastern Creek. Gradually
the number of prospectors in the ay-a is
inereasing. On perusing the “West Austra-
lian” of the 4th November last, I was inter-
ested in a paragraph dealing with the pro-
posed stimulation of the goldmining in-
dustry, which read:—

Following the receipt of a telegram from Sir
David Rivett (chief cxecutive officer of the
Couneil for Scientific and Industrial Research),
the - Western Australian State committee of
the Council vesterday discussed means by
which gold produetion in this State could
be stimulated. A sub-committee consisting of
Professor E. d¢ C. Clarke (Professor of Geo-
logy in the University of Western Australia),
Mr. H. Bowley (Acting Government Analyst
and Minerologist), and Mr. P, G. Brinsden
(managet of the South Kalgurli gold mine)
was appointed to examine forms of investiga-
iion which might lead to increased production
of gold and other minerals.

Professor Clarke emphasised the importanec

of further geological surveys heing made in the
various mining arcas in Western Australia.
The State Geological Survey Department, he
said, had investigated the Yilgarn and Laver-
ton arcas and the results of the surveys had
revolutionised ideas on the occurrence of gold
in relation to the geclogieal structure of the
country,
I do not know the extent of its powers or
its functions, but I presume the comm''lee
will act in close co-operation with the Mines
Department of Western Australia.

The Minister for Mines: If so, it will be
the first time that a Commonwealth commii-
tee has done so0.

My, W. HEGNEY: T trust that will be
done, because otherwise the results of the
committee’s work will not he as cffective as
they would he if that body worked in co-
operation with the officials of the State
Mines Department. T hope that if there
is any such investigation, the Minister will
do what he can to extend it to the Pilbara
distriet.

Mr. Patrick: Was the tax on gold one
of the stimulants$

Mr. W. HEGNEY: No, hut the Com-
monwealth Government, which certainly im-
posed that tax, appointed the committes
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shortiy afier that impost had becn levelled
upon the gold mining industry. The faect
that the Pilbara and Nullagine districts are
50 far removed from the Eastern goldfields
should not deter the authoritics from de-
voting attention to them. Anocthér point
to which I shall make reference concerns
the visit of the laboratory to Marble Bar.
Over 100 men arc employed on the Comet
Gold Mine and on the adjoining property
known as McKinnon’s lease. I am led to
believe that when the laboratory visited
Marble Bar in September, 1938, many men
in the outlying districts were not notified of
the fact, with the result that those en-
gaged in the indostry were not cxamined.
As quite a number of newcomers have ap
peared in the district during the last 12
months and as an cxamination is essen-
tial, I trust that the Minister will see thal
if it is not practicable for the laboratory
to visit Marble Bar by the end of this year,
it will do 50 early in the new vean

Vote put and passed.
Tote—Medical, £41,140;

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A. H. Panton-—Leederville} [10.20]: The
Public Health Department is composed of
three scetions known as the medieal, public
health and mental hospitals branches. The
medical braneh governs the administration
of all hospitals, medical and relative mat-
ters; the public health branch deals with
sanitation and health matters generally, and
the functions of the mental hospitals branch
are self-explanatory. The latter branch has
been under my administration for some
months past. The administration of the medi-
cal section is rendered extremely difficult
owing to the vast and sparsely populated area
of the State thkroughout which hospitals are
cstablished from Wyndham in the north to
Esperance in the south. The magnitude of
the work carried out can be gauged by the
fact that the State’s hospital services are
horne by no less than 91 scattered institn-
tions. The department depends cntively
upon the national hospital fund for the
maintenanee and building of hospitals. For
the finanecial year ended the 30th June.
1939, the hospital tax produced £264,074
and hospital fees vielded £49,914, mak-
ing a total of £313988. To this must
be added Treasury grants from the previous
year. As at the 30th June, 1939, there was
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a credit balance of £2,654 in the fund, but
against this there were numerous works in
hand or to be carried out. It may be in-
teresting fo members it I submit for their
information a table showing the amount of
the hospital tax collected during the years
from 1931-1932 to 1938-39 together with
particulars of expenditure from the hospital
fund under the headings of administration
and collection, maintenanee and huildings.
respectively.  The details are as follows:—

Expenditure from Hospital Foml.
Year.
Tox | fation & | Matnten- | Buldl
ration Malnten- uildings.
Collected. | poltention. | — ance.

£ £ £ £
1931-32 ... | 133,885 4,040 123,202 4,340
1932-35 ... | 146,042 1,208 132,344 12.975
198334 ... | 154.237 3.259 151,752 6.563
1034-35 ... | 183,308 4,040 188,256 17,834
1835-80 ... | 206,589 4,233 166,882 25,660
1098-37 .. | 234,500 4,668 212,738 20,267
1937-38 ... | 245,659 4,578 218,361 33,782
1938-30 ... | 264,072 4,481 259,983 38,643

From 1934-35 onwards the hospitals have re-
ceived certain grants from the Treasury,
mainly towards buildings; and in the year
first named £15,000; last year £25,000. In
1931-32 the total beds occupied were 1,256;
the aggregate maintenance cosfs amounted
to £213,690 and patients’ fees collected
amounted to £83,967. TIn 1938-39 the total
beds oecupied were 1,838.8; the aggre-
gate maintenance costs amounted to £434,710,
and patients’ fees collected amounted to
£173,152. The tremendous increase in the
cost of mainfenance was brought about
largely by the nurses’ award, which, among
other things, provided for a reduction of
hours.

M. Marshall: Who was responsible for
that? !

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Nurses’ Association, like other good unions.
That is the position. No new hospifals were
opened during the year, but many improve-
ments were made to existing hospitals, some
of them of a major character including :—

(1)} Extensive additions and re-modelling of
the old seetion of the PBusselton Hospital at
a cost of nearly £10,000.

(2) Replacement of portions of the Kal-
goorlie Hospital which were destroyed by fire
carly last year at a cost of approximately
£29,000.

(3) A new
costing £2,000.

(4) Additions to the children’s ward at
Kalgoorlie costing £2,000,

children’s ward at Geraldton
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The new block at the King BEdward Hospital
costing between £65,000 and £75,000 is near-
ing completion and will be opened shortly;
tomorrow week, as a matter of fact. In
addition, works have been carried out or are
in course of construction at many other hos-
pitals, including the following:—

Extensive additions to the nurses’ quarters
at the Fremantle Hospital and additional ward
accommodation, including provision for inter-
mediate cases (the Alex. MeCallum Memorial
Ward).

Extensive addittons to the Xellerberrin,
Southern Cross, Pingelly, Mount Magnet and
Lake Grace Hospitals.

Additions and improvements to the Laver-
ton, Roebourne, Reedy and Tambellup Hospi-
tals.

An X-Ray room at the Wagin Hoespital.

Sewerage installation at and removations to
the Wyndham Hosnital.

Staff quarters at Mount Barker.

At Beverley and Corrigin private houses
have been purchused, and by this means execl-
lent staff accommodation has been obtained at
a low enst
Practieally the whole of the works carried
out during the year and referred to have
been made possible only by the assistance of
moneys raised loeally and donations made by
the Lotteries Commission. Work has com-
menced on the first section of a comprehen-
sive programme for the re-building of
the Perth Hospital at a eost of approxi-
mately £425,000. Tt is expected that this
work will take approximately three years to
eomplete; when it is eompleted, we are hope-
ful that arrangements will be mmade for the
completion of the whole of the re-building
programme, the total estimated cost of which
is between £700,000 and £800,000. At
Marble Bar the small hospital has been con-
ducied for many years by the Australian
Inland Mission; but with the large increase
in mining operations and a consequent in-
crease in populalion, representatives of the
Australian Inland Mission have requested
that the hospital be taken over by the De-
partment.  After disenssion the Depariment
agreed to assume conirol on the 1st Septem-
her, 1939.

Considerable additional expenditure in
connection with the maintenanee of the
nursing staffs at all public hospitals has
been cansed by zmendments to the Nurses’
Award in August, 1938, and by recent basie
wage increases. We have heard repeated
criticism of the fact that the people of Perth
do not sufficiently support their local hos-
pital; and I am not averse to suech eriticism,
as I helieve it is fully justified. My experi-
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ence, however, is that it is much easier to
interest country people in hospital matters
than people in the city, and 1 think the
reason is that in most country centres the
hospital is looked upon as the people’s own.
Anyone and everyone is entitled to admit-
tance to a country hospital when requiring
medical attention, whilst in Perth the hos-
pital caters only for those in indigent cir-
cumstances. Consequently, Perth Hospital
has, over a long period of years, been looked
upon as a QGovernmental institution. In
addition, this hospital is a training centre
for doctors and nurses, and it has heen very
difficult to obtain a starting point to develop
that interest which is so prominent in coun-
try districts, 1 suggest, however, that
despite that lack of interest by Perth
people, no justification exists for not pro-
viding hospital facilities and acecommeodation
for thosc cases which are treated there at
present,

The expenditure from the Hospital Fund
last year on building, equipment and main-
tenance on all the 91 State hospitals was
£208,636 5s., of which £156,867 15s. was ex-
pended on eountry hospitals, and £141,768
10s. on hospitals in the metropolitan and
neighbouring distriets, including the King
Tdward Memorial Hospital, the Perth, Fre-
mantle and Children’s Hospitals, the Dental
Hospital and the Home of Peace. The
maintenance of these hospitals is an
ever-growing problem, and I am not satis-
fied thal we are obtaining the maximum
cfficiency [or the amount expended. T sug-
gest the time has arrived when a complete
survey should be made of hospital require-
ments to aseertain the best means for pro-
viding for and nuintaining them, In my
opinion, there are altogether too many small
hospitals in the State. One must admit that
a few years ago they were necessary, owing
mainly fo difficulties of transport and other
drawbacks of those times; but now, with
our excellent roads and wmodern speedy
means of transport, if seems to me that the
most efficient method of treating the sick is
to have a more up-to-date ceniral hospital in
certain distriets, and casvalty or clearing
stations within a defined radius served by
an up-to-date ambulance which would bhe
stalioned at the central hospital, At present
hospitals are seattered throughout the State
with an average of less than two beds; vet
it is essential to maintain a staff—secldom
less than five—to carry them on. If, how-
over, I suggest that they ought to bhe closed
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down, and that a nearby hospital—some-
times ten and twenty miles distant—be used,
immediate indignation is expressed, meetings
are called, and deputations headed by the
member for the district concerned wait upon
the Minister. I can, of course, understand
that once a hospital is established it is diffi-
cualt to impress upon the people the desir-
ahility of closing it, but I am quite con-
vinged that a reconstruction of our ideas on
hespital administration is esscutial if we
are to take advantage of the progress made
in road construction and in modern trans-
port for the attainment of efficient, up-to-
date hospital services.

The medical service, which is affiliated
with the hospital serviees, is carrying out
wonderful work in the North of our State.
The extension of this servies and the more
efficient way in which it is administered have
heen largely due to the appointment of full-
time medical officers in the North-West een-
tres, whieh move was made about five years
ngo and has been fully justified. By the in-
trodaction of this nmew system, instead of
subsidising doctors to practise in the various
eentres, Jocal eommunities ave receiving a far
better medical serviee at no greater cost o
the department, and the new system is fully
appreciated by the people in the northern
centres. Until recently the doetor at Port
Hedland looked after both Port Hedland
and Marble Bar, but owing to the increas:
in mining operations at Marble Bar angd th:
consequent large inerease in population, the
medical work at this centre has been taken
from the distriet medical officer at Port
Hediand, and a distriet medical officer has
been appointed for the Marble Bar distriet,
Thus we have added another brass plate to
the “Harley-street of the North”. Fees
rarned by these doetors are colleetad by the
department and paid inte reveuue in the
same way as are hospital charges. In con-
junetion with the doctors appointed at Port
Tedland and Wyndham, acrinl medical ser-
vices have been continned. The flying ser-
viee at Port Hedland is eontrolled by the
Western Australian section of the Aerial
Medical Services, and at Wyndham by the
Victorian section of the Aerial Medical Ser-
vices. The actual flying services have been
interrupted at Port Hedland owing to the
destruction of the aeroplane and hangar by
a storm which struck the town early in the
year. Arrangements have however now heen
completed for the supply of a new aero-
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plane. The “Flying Doctor” services, or—to
use the correct and official title—the *“North-
West 1Aledical Serviees” are now widely
known throughout Australia. A few months
ago ihese services were given publicity in an
article by an Eastern States newspaper in
which they were dubbed the “Harley-streat
of the North”—a very apt title—as now,
with the assistance of the wireless pedal sets
and the flying ambulance, a doctor at Port
Hedland can, for instance, journey within
an hour or so to his colleague at Broome
and confer over cases that may present difli-
culties,

The following institutions are under the
control of the Mental IMospitals Depart-
ment :—Claremont Mental Ilospital, Green-
place Mental  ITospitnl, Whiby Falls
Mental Hospital, Lemnos Hospital, and the
Healhcote Reeeption Home.

On the 31st December last, 1,477 persons
were certified as insane in this State ay
against 1,476 on the 31st December, 1938,
an inerease of one. During the vear deaths
numbered 94, and discharges 85, of these
37 were discharged as recovered and two
deported .under the Commonwealth Immi-
gration Aect. At Heathcote, during the year
cnded the 31st December last, the number
of admissions was 416, of which 76 were
re-admissions. Of the eases discharged, 132
were recovered or relieved and 76 not im-
proved. Ten patients died in the Home and
57 were fransferred to Hospitals for the
Insane. The number of patients in Heath-
cote at the 31st December Jast was 103.
A treatment and admission block is in
course of erection at the Claremont Mental
Hospital. Its estimated cost is £26.000; it
will accommodate 22 males and 22 females
in four wards, and it will provide additional
accommoration for eight males and eirht
females in single rooms. When the block
is completed it will help to relieve over-
crowding, facilitate the carrving ont of
newer forms of treatment. and provide more
satisfactorv hospital accommodation and
snitable admission wards. A similar bloek
which will fulfil the same purpose at Heath-
cote is nnder construetion. Tts estimated coct
is £15,000, and it will provide accommoda-
tion for 26 patients. A residence for the
medical officer is also beinz constructed at
Heathcote at an estimated eost of £1,400.

A property has heen purchased hv the
Government at Wokalup at a cost of £0.400,
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When ap institution is built there it will
assist to overcome the overcrowding in the
Mental Hospital, provide mannal occu-
palion for inale patients, and increase
farming operations in co-operation with
the Agricultural Department. Everybody
who knows the property will agree that
it is a wonderful one and that it
will be eminently suitable for the pur-
pose for whirh the Government intends fo
wse it. A few days ago I was asked what
the Government intended to do with Whithy
Farm. That also ean be put to use. Various
schemes are under consideration, one of
which is the utilisation of the property for
youths who are continually getting inte
teouble. Wokalup will not only he & very
fine cstablishment for those unfortunate
people who arc ecommitted to the Hospitfai
for (he Insane, but it will also hecome a
producing centre. By intensive cultivation
we should be able to grow all the prodnee
requited by the various Government institu-
tions.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.43]:
I wish to make a few brief remarks on this
vote, more by way of complaint against the
atlituide adopted by the Medieal Department
towards hospitals in remote parts of the
State. We have been led to believe that
people who make an effort to help them-
selves will get first consideration from the
Government through the medium of its de-
partmental officers. 1 tfake exception to the
treatment meted out by the department to
some of the hospitals I have mentioned. The
poliey that is continually being enunciated
by the Government has not been put into
effect by the department. What the Min-
ister told us regarding the people of Perth
contributing little or nothing to their hos-
pital and the country people making fairly
large contributions is frue. Notwithstand-
ing that fact, these who get the greatest con-
sideration ave the people who do not con-
tribute at all to their hospitals. This is due
to numerical strength. Those people can
bring pressure to bear on their political
representatives and even on the Government.
I do not know of any medical funds outside
those on the goldficlds, in the timber indus-
try and in the coal mining industry that pro-
vide for contributions for the maintenance
of hospitals. Take Wilana, which has 1,300
subscribers at 2s. each per week.
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The Minister for Health: There is £7,000,

and you said there were no other funds.

Mr. MARSHALL: But the number is
infinitesimal. Tor the weekly contribution,
the subseribers get limited hospital accom-
modation; it is not provided in all eases.
Although these workers eontribute up to 2s.
a week and pay the hospital tax over and
above that, they have to wrangle to get any
assistance from the department. At the
same time other people, due to their numeri-
cal sfrength, can, without making any
weekly contribution, get hospital accommoda-
tion of a better class.

The Minister for Health: Where is the
wrangling going on?

Mr. MARSHALL: In some of the bos-
pitals in the outer distriets. There was one
at the Cue Hospital.

The Minister for Health: I did not know
it was a wrangle.

Mr, MARSHALL: T take exception to a
letter written by the Under Seeretary for
Heaith, Mr. Huelin. I want to tell Mr.
Hueclin that he has no right to dictate to the
Cue Hospital Board. Members of hospital
boards accept the responsibility and worry
of administering hospital affairs, and when
they call upon the department to subsidise
their income, they get a letter such as the
one hefore me. This sort of thing applies
to most of our hespitals. Every man work-
ing on a mine is under an obligation to con-
tribute fo the hospital fund. That is a eon-
dition of employment.

The Minister for Health: Not af Cne.

Mr, MARSHALL: Every man employed
on the Big Bell Mine has to contribute, and
the money is applicd to the maintenance of
the hospital. Over and above that these
people have to pay the 1%%4d. hospital tax,
as do other individuals. Therefore they are
taxed twice, and they should not be ad-
dressed in such terms as are contained in
this letter. Probably the officials consider
they have an obligation to press these people
continually hecause they are far removed
from the cenire of administration and have
only one member to represent them, a mem-
ber who cannot bring much pressuye to
bear.  Mr. Huelin’s letter dated the 17th
October, 1939, read:—

We have just been taking out figures of the
calls on the hospital fund by the Cuc Hospital
for the past few years, and the amounts paid

to you were £830, £1,124 and £1,348 each year
Tespectively.
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We cannot econtinue to find such large
amounts from tlic hospital fund towards the
maintenanee of your hospital.

Already this finaneial year you have had
speeial grants totalling £1,050 and it is ex-
tremely doubtful whether we can find any fur-
ther special grants this year for your hospital.
The Cue hoard disputes that statement,

One method by which your revenue can be
improved and a saving made in your ealls on
the hospital fund is for your board to increase
vour rate of subscription, which is lower than
any other hospital in the Murchison.

Your board should therefore place the posi-
tion before the subscribers with a recommen-
dation that the rate of subseription Dbe in-
creased to, say, 2s. per weck. Thiz is the
same a8 Wiluna and less than Meekatharra,

In view of the fact that Big Bell subscribers

may possilly feel that they do not get quite
the same advantages as the COwe subsecribers,
perhaps a reduced rate for the former could
he arranged, but something must be done to
assist the hospital and to curtail the large calls
which are being made on the hospital fund, and
we must ask your hoard to give its very earn-
est consideration to this matter.
What about the hospitals maintained solely
from the hospital fund to which no con-
tributions are paid? Are letters of this kind
sent out to them?

The Minister for Health: Yes.,

Mr. MARSHALL: I am very doubtful.

The Minister for Health: They are going
out every day. .

Mr, MARSHALL: To incrcase a contri-
bution already heing made? That could not
he 50, becanse most of the people I refer
to subscribe nothing towards the mainten-
ance of their hospitals. Therefore similar
letters could not be sent to them. This
latter demands an inerease of contributions
in order to reduee the eall on the fund. 1
do nef mind the officials advising the com-
mittee to exercise economy and seeure effiei-
ency of administration, but such a letter
should not be forwarded, and 1 protest
against it. Each and every eommitice in my
district is particularly caveful in the matter
of administration costs. Tf there is any
lapse the department can step in and give
a reminder, hut it iz not fair to tell commit-
tees to inerease their contributions while there
are thousands of people who do not pay
anything over and above the 114d. hospital
tax.

The Wiluna contribution of 2s. is due to
the faet that money bhad to be provided
vears ago for the erection of a hospital,
sinee which it has not hecn possible to reduce
the rate of contribution. Seemingly the
workers there will be required to continue to
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pay that amount. Onee a district shows any
willingness to help itself, it is kepi up to
the obligation. I do not take exception to
that, but T do objeet Lo the department’s
demanding an additional contribution, Until
everybady is contributing, the department
might well keep such adviee to itself.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[10.56]: T should like to hear from the
Minister whether there is any chance of
providing fransport to econvey expectant
mothers to the King Edward Hospital.
Could a private car be provided to convey
a pregnant woman from her home or from
the station to the hospital? I do not know
whether there is any Government car that
can bhe used, but I think arrangements
could be made if a telephone message were
sent to the hospital. I hope the Minister
will take this matter into consideration.
Perhaps the Metro. buses eould be induged
to pass the institution, and that would give
people from Tremantle and other suburbs
easy access to the hospital.

MR. CROSS {Canning) (10.57]: I wish
te mention & complaint that I think can
hardly be true. I have been informed that
when casualfy cases are sent to the Perth
Hospital by the ambulance, if they are dis-
covered to be compensation cases, they arve
allowed to wait for some time until ar-
rangements are made. I should like to know
whether there is any truth in the state-
ment; T ean hardly imagine its being true.
I should think that if the hospital authori-
ties diseovered that it was a eompensation
ease, the least they would do would be to
arrange for transport to a private hos-
pital.

MRE. HOLMAN (Forrest) [10.58]: 1
wish to congratulate the Minister for Health
on his aectivity in regard to country hos-
pitals. 1 do not think any district could
offer himm such congratulations with more
sincerity than can the Forrest district. I have
said that before and I ropeat the state
ment. One point I wish to raise concerns
the proposed hospital at Donnybrook. This
centre has long been suffering owing to the
lack of hospital accommodation. Througl:
force of circumstances delay has resulted.
The idea of providing a hospital at Donny-
brook was mooted ten years agoe, hut vari-
ous cireumstances have resulted in the
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bugges.tion not being carried into effect
although the loeal residents have on-
deavoured to assist themselves by raising
a fairly large suin of money. There is one
point in a letter from Mr. Huelin that I
should like to mention to the effect that
the department did not consider iiself com-
niitted to any expenditure at Dernybrook
and was nof yet convinced that any expendi-
ture on a large scale was warranted in the
Donnybrook district. 1n view of the war
one of the hest ideas thut could he investi-
gated at present would be that of a decen-
tralisation of hospitals, Apart from medical
eases, accidents occur, and Bunbury is the
nearest hospital te Donnybrook.  Donny-
brook is certainly a large enough centre to
have a hospital of its own. To people will-
ing to help themselves, a greater impetus
of.nid ghonld be rendered by the department.
At present negotiations are taking plaee, and
I understand the Health Department has
asked the Prineipal Architect to prepare
plans of a hospital for Donnybrook at a cost
of about £4,000. The people have been long-
suffering, but they are feeling upset over the
whole business and want te sece il harried up.
T hope the Minister will hasten the proceed-
ings and see that Donnybrook gets a hos-
pital.

Another matter T wish to mention is the
hospital at Dwellingup. T heard the mem-
ber for Murchison say that some people
have a habit of helping themselves. That is
the case with the Dwellingup people. They
built the loeal hospital in the first place, and
have heen good as regards making additions
and alterations. At present they are en-
gaged upon a hig cffort to raise more money;
and T sincely hope that the Department of
Health, when this appeal is finished, will
contribute safficient to make np the amount
required. After all said and done, Dwelling-
up is a mill eentre, and the people there have
not a great amount of money. It is remark-
able that people on such small wages are
continually putting their hands in their
pockets while, moreover, they are paying the
hospital tax. Their efforts should be recog-
nised.

MR. McDONALD {West Perth) [11.2]:
I have only one matter to bring before the
Minister, and that arises out of the inquiry
into Heatheote Hoszpital. The Brifish Medi-
cal Association was interested purely and
simply to see that the best hospital treatment
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was obtained for patients. The association
had legal assistance to put its case before
the Royal Commission, and made representa-
tions to the Premier and Treasnrer asking
that the association might be reimbursed the
expenses which it had incurred in connection
with the inquiry. I request the Minister to
help by taking the matter up with the Pre-
mier. The position is rather exceptional,
because doctors represent an unpaid branch
of the Public Service. They discharge, at a
moment’s notice, services for which they
reccive no payment at all. They incarred
the expenses here in question in doing some-
thing which they thought was for the henefit
of the community. T hope that in the eir-
cumstances the money will be reimbursed.

ME. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [11.4]: The
only point T would like some information, on
is the van attached to the Dental Clinic. The
dental van was put into operation about a
year ago, and from reports received it has
seemed fo he an eminent success. I would
like the Minister in his reply to state what
chance there is of an extension of the dental
van service into arcas further off than those
it has been working up to the present time.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A.  H. Panton—Leederville—in  reply)
f11.57: The memher for Trwin-Moore will
appreciate the fact that the dental van has
a long way to go. It was started in the
Sonth-West hecause we were not certain
how it would work, and wanted it near home
in ecase it did not work properly. However,
it has functioned most snccessfully. The
State has been mapped out into dental zones
as regards the outlying districts. The dentai
van is intended especially for small schools
in the wheat belt, and these it serves. Tho
van is gradually working its way around
the wheat belt, and every school will be at-
tended to as soon as possible. We only
wish: we had two more vans,

As regards the appeal of the member for
West Perth (Mr. McDonald) this is the first
I have heard of the matfer. I have no
knowledge whatever of it. However, there
is no reason why the Treasurer should not
be approached.

The town of Donnybrook, I regret to
say, does not know exactly what it wants.
That is the cause of its trouble. As if is
a very small place, I include it among those
centres for which I personally would not
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consider a hospital as necessary at all, I
am loth to see hospifals started in such
small places. There should be a general hos-
pital survey of this State. I am qaite con-
vineed that with the means of transport
now available, we could get a much more
efficient hospital service by chiefly estab-
lishing central hospitals.

Mr., Wilson: What about Greenbushes?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : Green-
bushes has a live board. The facts with ve-
gard to the ease brought up by the member
for Canning should have been ascertained
privately, No workers’ compensation case
is taken into the Perth Hospital for treat-
ment beeanse the whole of the medieal
work theve is done by am honovary staff.
There are 63 of them, all specialists in the
metropolitan area, and they are doing a
wonderful job; but they naturally are not
going to treat a man for nothing when he
has funds in the shape of workers’ compen-
sation. A workers’ compensation case, how-
ever, is given all possible first treatment in
the hospital. If a workers’ compensation
patient i uneonscious, he is kept in the
Perth Tospital. But as soon as he can
be interrogated, them upon being found
to be a workers’ compensation case he
is asked who the doctor is. The doctor
iz then rung up and asked what hos-
pital he would like the patient sent to. If
the patient has not a doetor, he is asked
what hospital he would like to go to, and
is then transferred fo it by an ambulance
van. The Perth Hospital merely charges
snch a patient for the first tréatment. I
may mention that that hospital has 600
out-patients alone, and that occasionally a
doctor or a nurse might not be available
for two or three minutes. But the patient,
having been taken to the Perth Hospital
in such circumstances, receives attention
very speedily.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Public Health, #£143710; Mental

Hospitals and Inebriates, £123500—agreed
to,

Vote—Chief Secretary, £18,675:

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. A, A. M. Coverley—Kimber-
ley [11.10]: This Vote covers the adminis-
trative activities of the head office and of the
following sub-departments under the control
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of the Chief Seeretary: Registry, Friendly
Societies, Prisons, and Observatory. Various
other activities of a miscellaneous nature also
come under the control of the bead office. The
estimated expenditure for the curreni year
shows an inerease of £1,375. The appoint-
ment of an Assistant Under Secretary, and
grade inereases and basic wage adjustments
aceount for the bulk of this extra expendi-
ture.

The Correspondence Despatch Office was

established 25 years ago, its main object
being to facilitate the transmission of infer-
departmental  correspondence, files, ete.,
and a reduction of general expenditure. It
acts as a central depot for the exchange of
departmental correspondence, conduets Gov-
ernment mail service to 46 country districts,
and has a messenger delivery service to all
firms and private residences within a certain
radius of Perth, Fremantle, Kalgoorlie,
Boulder and Bunbury. During the year
1938-39 a further country despateh office
was opened at Corrigin, with an estimated
annual saving fo the (Government on posi-
ages of at least £50 per annum. The
opening-up of further centres at Wongan
Hills and Dalwallinu is now under con-
sideration. The Officer-in-Charge of the
' Correspondence Despateh Office is  also
responsible for the bulk of the cleansing
arrangements of the various departments.
This co-operation of the cleaning services
has reduced the cost to the Government and
inereased the efficiency of the work.

The estimates for the Registrar General
show an increase of £1,410, due mainly to
grade increases in salaries and to the fact
that some officers who were employed for
only a portion of 1938-39 will be employed
for the full year 1939-40. The Rogistry sec-
tion deals with the registration of births,
deaths and marriages, celebration of mar-
riages, and the issue of certified eopies and
extracts from entries.

The Statistical section deals with the eol-
lection and tabulation of data covering most
of the activities of the State. Statisties are
compiled and published relative to the fol-
lowing :—Agrienltural and Pastoral, Vital,
Industrial, Local Government, Overseas and
Interstate Trade, Employment and other

_activities. Information is also collected rela-
tive to retail prices and house rents, from
which are computed index numbers that are
used extensively by the Arbitration Court,
ete.
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The section Friendly Societies and Gov-
ernment Actuary deals with the registration
of friendly societies, eo-operative societies
and building societies, a report upon which
is made annually to Parliament. Actuarial
valuations of the friendly societies registered
are undertaken, and various actuarial calen-
lations are made for the Government depart-
ments.

Referring now to the Prisons Department,
the daily average number of prisoners at
Fremantle for the year was 206.5 and at
Pardelup Prison Farm 45.45. The system of
classifying eriminals is still being main-
tained, and every eare is taken to safeguard
the vouthful and first offenders from the
habitual c¢riminal class, The efforts to re-
elaim prisoners arc not confined to first
offenders ounly, but in every ¢ase where any
desire is shown by the prisoner to improve
himself encouragement is extended. Many
prisoners endeavour to hecome efficient work-
men in the available activities. When
prisoners are released, assistance is afforded
thom to rehahilitate themselves. The in-
ereased seale of gratuities eontinues to show
improved results; prisoners take more in-
terest in their tasks, and avail themselves of
the opportunities to beecome proficient in
tailoring, carpentry, bootmaking and prini-
ing, The value of remunerative work per-
formed at the prison for the year 19338-39
was £3.922,

At the Pardelup Prison Farm there are
about 50 prisoners under the supervision of
four officers, including the officer in charge.
The prisoners are engaged on afforestation
work, clearing land for acrienltural pur-
poses, apple-growing, sheep-hreeding and
dairving. Development work is- steadily
earried carried on, and land is cleared for
further pastares. Drainage of the Pardelup
swamp is progressing satisfactorily; and the
flack of sheep, which was depleted last year,
will be built up again. The wool is con-
sidered to he of high standard, and satisfae-
tory returns are antictpated. The value of
the remunecrative work performed at Par-
delup during the vear 1933-39 was £5,565
The appropriation for the Prisons Depart-
ment is £30,090, which is only slizhfly in
excess of last vear's aetval expenditure. Tt
is proposed to expend a further £584 on the
purchase of sheep for Pavdelup. This, to-
gother with grade inereases, less some econo-
mies in other directions, makes a total net
decrease of £577.
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At the Observatory the time service was
maintained efliciently throughout the year,
the railways, post office, and Applecross
rudio being served continuocusly as in the
past. Earihquake records were kept and re-
sults distributed to 30 co-operating stations
in the world. It hasg heen proved definitely
that the scismograph responds to oscillations
emanating in some way from distant tropieal
disturbanees on the 1ndian QOeean and use
of this peculiarity has been made by the
Weather Bureau in forceasting. The Port
Hedland tide tables wore tabulated and
issned for umse of shipping on the North-
Waest coast. Numbers of tourists from the
mailboats visit the Observatory mainly to see
the wonderful panorama of Perth and its
surroundings from the top of the tower.

MR. TONEKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[11.16}: Dealing with the question of
prisons, I notice in the report of the Comp-
troller General that for the year ended the
30th June, 1938, some difficulty was experi-
enced in keeping first offenders separate
from hardened eriminals. T do not know
whether it has been found possible to remedy
that state of affairs this year, but it is most
essential the department should give early
attention to the matter. Owing to the de-
pression, a number of young men, and pos-
sibly a few young women, strayed from the
path of virtue. They did that through no
fault of their own; economic ecircumstances
forced men to do it, and they found them-
sclves for the first time in prison. Their
experience would have been likely to prove
sufficient to deter them from pgetting into
trouble again, but unfortunately it was not
found possible to keep them separate from
the hardened criminals and their association
with those eriminals has had the effect of
causing them to err again and again. Had
it been possible to separate them, I believe
that many who sinned for the first fime
would nol have done so subsequently, and I
hope every endecavour will be made hy the
department to provide the facilities for keep-
g those offenders separate from the hard-
ened criminals. The Comptroller General
states that one of the reasons he cannot
keep them separate is that he has insulfi-
cient workshops and insufficient work avail-
able. Consequently he is obliged to keep
them all together. More workshops should
be provided and to supply additional work
should he easy.
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The report goes on to say it is a pity that
young men are wasting their time in prizon
polishing floors undl whitewashing walls. Of
course it is a pity becanse that sort of thing
is not going to make them any better fitted to
take their place in society when they leave
prison. They should employ their timg on
something that will prove useful to them
when they eome out of gaol. In Fremantle
we find quite a lot of these young fellows
who, when discharged, wander about the
streets, bulfeted by the police. They find
it impossible to get work, and before they
know where they ave, they are back in gaol.

If it were possible! to employ them
at  something useful  while they were
in gaol, they wonld have a better idea
of f{aking their place in society when

they ecame out. The Comptroller Gieneral of
Prisons recognises that. [t is no fault of
his. He is asking for additional facilities
to be made available and I think they should
be. To quote his words—

It is a great pity to see young men wasting
their time in prison, polishing floors and white-
washing walls, whereas they could be employed
at some form of work that would be bencficial
to them on their release, and, maybe, assist

them to rehabilitate themselves and become use-
ful eitizens,

With that I entively agreec and T hope the
Minister will sce if something can be done
to meet the wishes of the Comptroller
General. Tt is most essential beeause even
though those people have sinned against
society, that is no reason why we should
abandon them to their own devices. We
should make it easy for them to
take  their places in society again,
We often find young fellows who do
not know which way to turn when they
come out of gaol, They feel their position
keenly. They fancy every person is looking
at them. Unable to get a jobh, thev are
moved on hy the police all the time, and
threatened with arvest under the Vagranex
Act because they have no visible means of
support. We have busied ourselves in gef-
ting them picked up for single men's relief
work, and sent away fo the eountry, but that
is & most nnsatizsfactory way of dealing with
the problem. TE while they were in prison
they were tanght some useful oceupation
came out they would have a far better -
chanee and would not be hobbing in and
and given some incentive to work, when they
ont of prison.
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THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
‘WEST (Hon. A. A. M. Coverley—Kim-
berley—in reply) [11.22]: The only note I
have on this matter is to the effect that prac-
tically all the atiention it is possible for the
Comptroller General and his understudies to
give to the problem is heing given. A sys-
tem of classifying criminals is still being
maintained, and every care is taken to safe-
guard the youthful and first offenders from
the habitual prisoner class. The efforts to
reclaim prisoners are not confined to first
offenders, but in every case where any de-
sire is shown by the prisoner to improve
himself, encouragement is extended. Many
prisoners endeavour to beecome efficient
workmen in the available activities. When
prisoners are released assistanee is afforded
them to rchabilitate themselves. The in-
ereased scale of gratuities confinues to show
improved results, and the prisoners tfake
more interest in their tasks and avail
themselves of opportunities to become pro-
ficient in tailoring, carpeniry, bootmaking
and printing. 1 assure the hon. member 1
will draw the Chief Secretary’s attention to
the remarks he has made.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Registry and Friendly Societies,
£14,0480; Prisons, #¥30,090; Observatory,
£1,450—agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council and read a first
time.

House adjourned at 11.26 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, TAILING
TREATMENT.

Payment of Premiym,

Hon., H. SEDDON asked the Chief Seerc-
tary: In view of the amended regulations
recently pazetted referring to the charge for
treatment of tailings at Government Bat-
leries, foes the Government intend to pay
to prospectors the gold premium on the
1 dwi. 18 graing deducted as a treatment
charge?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: No.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT STORES
DEPARTMENT.

Tenders for Water Healers.

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT asked the Chief
SQecretary; 1, Is he aware that quotations
hiave been invited by the Government Stores
Department for the supply to the State
CGovernment  of three Junkers, or equal,
single point gas nutomatic water heaters?
2, In view of the fact that the Junkers
water heater is 2 Gorman product, will the
Government consider the advisability of
direeting that preference be extended to
tenders for the supply of heaters of local,
Australian, or British manufacture?



